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WE are LUTHERAN
Somerset Attorney Honored for Legal Advocacy Work

BY RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

Megan E. ( Will)  Flower was honored in 
April  for her legal advocacy for vulnerable 
people. 

The Somerset attorney attends Friedens 
Lutheran Church. 

"I  cried when I  read the email.  I ’ve 
never done this for the recogni-
tion; I  do it  because I  truly enjoy it," 
Flower said after learning about the rec-
ognition. She received the 2023 Lutheran 
Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa) 
Advocacy Award for the Allegheny Synod. 

She said that when God called her to be 
a lawyer,  the message wasn’t:  "But Megan, 
you can only be an attorney f o r  t h o s e  o n 
t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a w,"  s h e  w r o t e . 

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
Bishop Paula Schmitt celebrates with 
Megan Flower after she was honored 
for her legal work for under-served 
people. The ceremony was in Harris-
burg in April.  (See FLOWER, Page 16)

INSIDE: Meet the new Portico 
regional representative, Pastor 
Tara Lynn

https://www.alleghenysynod.org/blog
https://www.alleghenysynod.org/blog
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Be Open
Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and our Lord, Je -
sus Christ!

Just a few weeks ago, our Syn-
od met in Assembly at the Blair 
County Convention Center. 

I t  was our first time back to-
gether in-person for sever-
al years.  Voting members and 
guests commented about the 
good feeling of being together again.

At the beginning of the Assembly, I  reminded 
everyone that the gathering we call  the Assem-
bly is essentially the business meeting of our 
organization. The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA) is one church in three expres-
sions: the congregations, the synod, and the 
Churchwide Organization. Each of these three 
expressions has three layers of organization: 
the annual meeting or assembly, the council, 
and the staff.  In a congregation, you have an 
annual congregational meeting, a congrega-
tion council  that usually meets monthly,  and a 
pastor and perhaps other people who engage 
in ministry on a day-to-day basis.  I t ’s the same 
in the Office of the Bishop for the Synod. 

We have an annual assembly, which is com-
prised of the voting members appointed or 
elected from each congregation, a Synod Coun-
cil  — that in our Synod meets six times a year, 
and a synod staff. 

A Message from Bishop Paula Schmitt

 (See BISHOP, Page 15)

Bishop Paula 
Schmitt

MORE FROM ASSEMBLY 
ON PAGE 10
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Be Open

Lutheran Letter Patrons
Thanks to these individuals and groups for their generous donations, 

which helped to make this issue of The Lutheran Letter possible. 

PAT R O N S :  A n o n y m o u s  -  B i s h o p  E m e r i t u s 
G r e g o r y  &  B a r b a r a  P i l e  -  H e r k  &  C o n n i e 
H u b b a r d  -  K i r b y  &  S u s a n  B a r c l a y  -  L o w e l l 
&  C a r n a  Fr i e d l i n e  -  Pa s t o r s  J i m  &  R e b e c -
c a  We s t  -  S a n d r a  Pa r k e r  H a l l  &  D e n n i s 
K .  H a l l  -  T h e  R e v.  N a n c y  L .  H o o v e r  -  T h e 
R e v.  S u s a n  M a z e r  Wi n g e r  &  M r.  L a r r y  L . 
M a z e r
I N  H O N O R  O F :  B i s h o p  E m e r i t u s  G r e g o r y 
P i l e  b y  A n o n y m o u s  -  S e q u a n o t a  C o n f e r -
e n c e  C e n t e r  &  C a m p  b y  R e v s .  B o b  &  E l -
e a n o r  A b a r n o
I N  M E M O RY  O F :  J e f f  M c C r e a d y  b y  M a r y 
J a n e  M c C r e a d y  -  Pa s t o r s  C h r i s  &  Pa t 
R a m s e y  b y  C h e r i e  &  L a r r y  S h a n n o n  -  t h e 
R e v.  D o n a l d  R .  T h o m a s  b y  R o b e r t  &  L i n -
d a  M c E l r o y  T h o m a s  -  T h e  R e v.  R o b e r t  G . 
W h i s l e r

Scene of the Edition

Photo by Bishop 
Paula Schmitt

The skyline 
March 6 in 

Rolling hills 
and clouds 
near St. John 
in Sinking 
Valley, tak-
en in early 
June. 
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By RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

A  g r o u p  o f  S y n o d  y o u t h  a n d  a d u l t s 
a r e  h e a d e d  t o  S a r a s o t a ,  F l o r i d a ,  f o r 
a  m i s s i o n  t r i p  t h a t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  v a -
r i e t y  o f  g o o d  w o r k s . 

Pa s t o r  D r e w  M c C a f f e r y,  f r o m  B e t h -
a n y  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  A l t o o n a ,  i s 
l e a d i n g  t h e  t r i p ,  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  J u l y 
1 - 8 . 

A s  y o u  a r e  r e a d i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  t e a m  i s 
l i k e l y  m e e t i n g  u p  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s 
f r o m  S a r a s o t a  a n d  M o n t a n a ,  a s  w e l l 
a s  Lu t h e r a n  D i s a s t e r  R e s p o n s e . 

" Wi t h  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  H u r r i c a n e 
I a n  ( t h e  s t o r m  h i t  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  i n 
t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 2 2 ) ,  w e  k n o w  t h e r e  i s 
a l w a y s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ' w h a t  c a n  w e 
d o ? '  I  e s p e c i a l l y  a s k  t h o s e  q u e s -
t i o n s  a s  I  h a v e  r o o t s  i n  F l o r i d a ,"  M c -
C a f f e r y  s a i d . 

" I  r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  s o m e  o f  o u r  l o c a l 
c l e r g y  s e e i n g  i f  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  p o s -
s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  o u r  y o u t h 
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y 
w h i l e  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  a 
s a f e  a n d  f a i t h - d r i v e n  e n v i r o n m e n t ."

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  l i k e l y  b e  d o i n g  r e -
m a i n i n g  s t o r m  c l e a n u p,  r e b u i l d i n g 
a n d  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  w o r k .  S i x t e e n 
y o u t h  a n d  s e v e n  a d u l t s  a r e  m a k -
i n g  t h e  t r i p  f r o m  Pe n n s y l v a n i a .  T h e 
y o u t h  a r e  a g e  1 4 - 1 8 . 

" T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e 
b e c a u s e  i t  g i v e s  y o u t h ,  t h r o u g h o u t 

o u r  S y n o d ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x -
p e r i e n c e  a n  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y 
n e v e r  v i s i t ,  b u t  a l s o  s e e  a n d  e n -
c o u n t e r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  a  n a t u r a l  d i -
s a s t e r,"  M c C a f f e r y  s a i d . 

" T h i s  w i l l  e s p e c i a l l y  b e  i m p o r t a n t 
f o r  y o u t h  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  N a -
t i o n a l  Yo u t h  G a t h e r i n g.  T h i s  e v e n t 
w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  b e  o n  a  m u c h  s m a l l -
e r  s c a l e  a s  i t  i s  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  b y 
t h e  l o c a l  E LC A  O u t d o o r  M i n i s t r y  i n 
F l o r i d a  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
D e n o m i n a t i o n ."

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i -
t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e  o f  t h e  F l o r i -
d a  c u l t u r e  w h i l e  t h e y  h e l p  w i t h  I a n 
c l e a n u p. 

S a r a s o t a  i s  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  f r o m 
Ta m p  B a y.  T h e  t r i p  i s  a l s o  a n o t h e r 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n -
o d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  s i s t e r  S y n o d 
i n  M o n t a n a . 

" T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  j u s t  a n o t h e r  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r  y o u t h  t o  s e e  h o w 
L u t h e r a n s  a r e  i n  p l a c e s  o t h e r  t h a n 
C e n t r a l  Pe n n s y l v a n i a ,"  h e  s a i d . 

A n y o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e l p  t h e 
t r i p  c a n  d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t  b y  m a k i n g  a 
d o n a t i o n .  C o n t a c t  t h e  S y n o d  o f f i c e 
f o r  d e t a i l s . 

T h e  b u s  a n d  d r i v e r  a l o n e  c o s t  a b o u t 
$ 1 1 , 0 0 0 .  

Fo r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  h e l p 
Lu t h e r  S p r i n g s  i n  S arasota  direc t ly, 
ca l l  727-415-9 8 8 7 . †

Synod Team to Help with Storm Work
On a Mission in Sarasota



Join the 
Allegheny Synod 

in prayer for these 
congregations 

this issue. 

Remember 
in Prayer 
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JULY
Week 1: First Faith 

Cooperative 
Ministry: First 

Lutheran, 
Phillipsburg; and 

Faith United 
Lutheran, 
Houtzdale 

Week 2: St. Luke 
Lutheran

Week 3: St. John, 
Clearfield 

Week 4: Christ 
Lutheran, 

Johnstown 
AUGUST

Week 1: St. 
Stephen 

Lutheran, 
McAlevey’s Fort
Week 2: St. Paul 
Lutheran, East 

Freedom
Week 3: Holy 

Shepherd 
Parish: Holy Trinity 
Lutheran, Lanse; 
and Shepherd of 

the Hills Lutheran, 
Karthaus

Week 4: Trinity 
Parish: St. 
Matthew 
Lutheran, 

Marklesburg; and 
Zion Lutheran, 

Petersburg  (See STEPHEN, Page 9)

By BRENDA PALMGREN
Grace Lutheran Church, State College

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  c a r e g i v i n g  m i n i s t r y  a t  G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n 
C h u r c h  i n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  h a s  g r o w n . 

Te n  n e w  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  w e r e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o n  A p r i l 
1 6 .  T h e s e  n e w  l a y  c a r e g i v e r s  j o i n  o t h e r  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s 
a l r e a d y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d  s e r v i n g  a t  G r a c e . 

Stephen Ministers 
Commissioned at Grace

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
T h e  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o n  A p r i l  1 6  a t  G r a c e 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  S t a t e  Co l l e g e .  P i c t u r e d ,  i n  t h e  f r o n t 
r o w,  G l o r i a  N i e w e g ,  P a s t o r  L o i s  M a r t i n ,  P a t r i c i a  M u r p h y 
a n d  M a r k  M r s a .  I n  t h e  b a c k  r o w,  S t e p h e n  L e a d e r  B r e n -
d a  P a l m g r e n ,  S t e p h a n i e  F l a n a g a n ,  E d  P r i n c e ,  C a r l a  R o s -
s i ,  S t e p h e n  L e a d e r  S u s a n  H i r t h ,  J u d y  R o c k e y  a n d  P a s t o r 
L a r r y  L o u d e r.  M i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  p h o t o  a r e  L i n d a  S c h u l 
a n d  L i n d a  C h r i s t e n s e n . 



Pa s t o r  Ta r a  Ly n n  i s  t h e  Po r t i c o  R e -
g i o n a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  E LC A  R e -
g i o n s  7  a n d  8 .  S h e  l i v e s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h 
a n d  e n j o y s  w i l d l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e e r, 
s q u i r r e l s  a n d  t u r k e y s ,  t h a t  r o a m  h e r 
b a c k y a r d .  S h e  s t a r t e d  h e r  n e w  r o l e 
i n  J a n u a r y. 

T H E  LU T H E R A N  L E T T E R :  C a n  y o u 
d e s c r i b e  y o u r  j o b  a t  Po r t i c o,  a n d 
y o u r  r o l e  i n  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d ? 

PA S T O R  TA R A  LY N N :  A t  Po r t i -
c o  B e n e f i t s ,  o u r  m i s s i o n  a s  a  m i n -
i s t r y  o f  t h e  E LC A  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e -
t i r e m e n t ,  h e a l t h  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d 
b e n e f i t s  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i v e  s e r v i c e s 
t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  t o t a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f 
t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  f a i t h - b a s e d  o r g a -
n i z a t i o n s . 

A s  a  R e g i o n a l  R e p,  m y  j o b  i s  t o  b e 
p r e s e n t  ( b o t h  i n - p e r s o n ,  v i r t u a l l y 
a n d  b y  p h o n e )  i n  t h e  s y n o d s  i n  R e -
g i o n s  7  a n d  8 ,  m e e t i n g  w i t h  p a s t o r s , 
l e a d e r s ,  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a n d  b i s h o p s 
t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  w e  p r o -
v i d e ,  o f f e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i -
t i e s  a n d  b e  a  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t  w h e n 
e x t r a  s u p p o r t  i s  r e q u i r e d .

Yo u  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  s e e  m e  a r o u n d 
a t  e v e n t s  l i k e  s y n o d  a s s e m b l i e s , 
c o n v o c a t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  t i m e s  a n d 
p l a c e s  w h e n  y o u  g a t h e r  a s  a  s y n o d .

T L L :  W h a t  d o  y o u  h o p e  t o  a c c o m -

p l i s h ? 
P T L :  I n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  I  h o p e  t o 

s e r v e  r o s t e r e d  l e a d e r s  a n d  c h u r c h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b y  a s s i s t i n g  t h e m  t o 
l i v e  t h e i r  b e s t  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e 
o f  t h e i r  Po r t i c o  B e n e f i t s .  I  a l s o  h o p e 
t o  a s s i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p 
a s  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  r o s t e r e d  l e a d -
e r s  a n d  c h u r c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  u t i -
l i z i n g  t h e i r  b e n e f i t s .  I n  a l l  o f  t h i s , 
I  s e e k  t o  b e  o n e  p i e c e  o f  t h e  p u z -
z l e  i n  a s s i s t i n g  o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  t h e 
E LC A  t h r i v e  i n  s h a r i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e 
o f  J e s u s .

T L L :  W h a t  a r e  y o u  m o s t  e xc i t e d 
a b o u t ? 

P T L :  M e e t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e 
s y n o d s  o f  R e g i o n s  7  a n d  8  a n d  l e a r n -
i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  y o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  Po r t i c o  c a n  h e l p 
s u p p o r t  w e l l - b e i n g  i n  m i n i s t r y.
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The Lutheran Letter

Pastor Olson to Teach 
Stress Management in 

the Desert

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  6 )
T L L :  W h a t ' s  t h e  b i g -

g e s t  c h a l l e n g e  s o  f a r ? 
P T L :  T h e  b i g g e s t 

c h a l l e n g e  s o  f a r  i s  t h e 
l o g i s t i c s  o f  m e e t i n g 
e v e r y o n e  a c r o s s  1 5 
s y n o d s !

T L L :  W h a t ' s  y o u r  f a -
v o r i t e  h o b b y  a n d  w h a t 
d o  y o u  l i k e  a b o u t  i t ? 

P T L :  T h e s e  d a y s  m y  f a -
v o r i t e  h o b b y  i s  h i k i n g 
w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m -
i l y.  We  h a v e  s o  m a n y 
w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e s  t o 
g o  i n  Pe n n s y l v a n i a  a n d 
I  l i k e  h o w  e a c h  p l a c e 
h a s  s o m e t h i n g  u n i q u e 
t o  o f f e r.

T L L :  A n y t h i n g  y o u ' d 
l i k e  t o  a d d ? 

P T L :  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o 
m e e t i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g 
w i t h  y o u  i n  t h e  c o m i n g 
d a y s  a n d  m o n t h s !  †

LYNN
P a s t o r  Ta r a  Ly n n

P a s t o r  J a i m e 
O l s o n

By RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

Pa s t o r  J a i m e  O l s o n ,  f r o m 
D u n c a n s v i l l e  E v a n g e l i c a l 
Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  i s  t r a v e l -
i n g  t o  P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a ,  t h i s 
m o n t h  t o  s h a r e  h i s  e x p e r t i s e 
o n  t r a u m a t i c  s t r e s s . 

T h e  a u d i e n c e  w i l l  b e  E LC A 
l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  R o s t e r e d 
Le a d e r s  G a t h e r i n g. 

"A s  a  b o a r d  e x p e r t  i n  t r a u -
m a t i c  s t r e s s ,  I  w i l l  b e  o f f e r -
i n g  a  4 5 - m i n u t e  w o r k s h o p 
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t :  Tr a u m a - Fr o m 
H u r t  t o  H e a l i n g ,"  O l s o n  w r o t e 
i n  a n  e m a i l  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

H e  w i l l  b e  t e a c h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t r e s s  t r i g g e r s 
t h a t  i m p a c t  u s ,  a n d  w a y s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d 
d e a l  w i t h  t r a u m a ,  w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  w h e n  
h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .

T h e  l e a d e r s  a r e  m e e t i n g  u n d e r  a  t h e m e  f r o m 
2  T i m o t h y  1 : 6  —  " R e k i n d l e  t h e  g i f t  w i t h i n  y o u ." 

" Le t  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  y o u 
t o  r e m e m b e r,  r e c l a i m ,  r e k i n d l e  a n d  r e v i v e  y o u r -
s e l f .  G a t h e r i n g  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e 
c h u r c h  f o r  f e l l o w s h i p,  r e n e w a l ,  c o n t i n u i n g  e d -
u c a t i o n ,  w o r s h i p,  B i b l e  s t u d y  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t 
f o r  y o u r  s p i r i t ,"  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t  o n -
l i n e  r e a d s .  †

'Rekindle the gift within you'
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Grant Report: Funding a Boost for 
Food Project in Mundy's Corner

BY RICK KAZMER 
The Lutheran Letter Editor

T h e  I n t e r f a i t h  Fo o d 
Pa n t r y  i s  l e v e r a g i n g 
a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  A l l e g h e n y 
S y n o d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
G r a n t  t o  b o o s t  i t s  f o o d 
s e c u r i t y  m i n i s t r y. 

D a v i d  R a g e r,  a  m e m -
b e r  o f  S t .  Pa u l ' s  E v a n -
g e l i c a l  Lu t h e r a n 
C h u r c h ,  h e l p s  t o  o p e r -
a t e  t h e  p a n t r y  i n  M u n -
d y ' s  C o r n e r. 

" T h e  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t -
e d  o f  a  t o t a l  r e n o v a -
t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h 
h a l l ,"  R a g e r  s a i d .  " O u r 
m i n i s t r y  is  feeding fam-
i l ies  in  need of  food."

T h e  p a n t r y  i s  a  j o i n t 
p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n  S t . 
Pa u l ' s ,  S a i n t  J o h n  Vi a n -
n e y  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h , 
a n d  P i k e  G r a c e  B r e t h -
r e n  C h u r c h . 

The pantr y  feeds  more 
than 200 people  a 
month.  R ager  sa id  the 
bui lding the pantr y 
was  housed in  was  too 
smal l . 

" We could not  distr ib -
ute  f rom there,"  he sa id. 

" We had to  move the 

food monthly  to  di f -
ferent  churches  in  the 
area to  do so."

He sa id  the pantr y  is 
b lessed to  have the 
funding. 

"Rewards  are  many, 
k nowing fami l ies  have 

food is  by  far  the most ," 
he sa id.  

" We have been bless-
ed by volunteers  and 
donat ions  . . .  now we 
can complete  our  goal 
t o  h a v e  o n e  p l a c e  t o 
c a l l  h o m e ." †

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o s
A  l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  w o r k  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e 
n e w  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  I n t e r f a i t h  Fo o d  P a n t r y  i n 
M u n d y ' s  Co r n e r. 
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STEPHEN
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  5 )

T h e  c h u r c h  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o 
e x p a n d  i t s  c a r i n g  m i n i s t r y. 

T h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n e d  l a y p e o p l e 
w i l l  b e  a  b i g  h e l p  t o  G r a c e ' s  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i t y. 

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  p r o v i d e  c a r e 
a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c -
i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e a t h 
o f  a  l o v e d  o n e ,  j o b  c r i s i s ,  a g i n g , 
s e p a r a t i o n  o r  d i v o r c e ,  o r  a  l o n g -
t e r m  i l l n e s s . 

T h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  h i g h - q u a l i t y 
t r a i n i n g  c o v e r i n g  e f f e c t i v e  l i s t e n -
i n g ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  b o u n d a r i e s , 
f e e l i n g s  a n d  u t i l i z i n g  c o m m u n i t y 
r e s o u r c e s . 

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  i s  a  c o n f i d e n -
t i a l  m i n i s t r y ;  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g 
c a r e  c a n  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  i d e n -
t i t y  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  d i s c u s s  i n  t h e 
c a r i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  r e m a i n 

p r i v a t e . 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e s e 

l a y  C h r i s t i a n  c a r e g i v e r s  w i l l  c o n -
t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  m o n t h l y  c o n t i n u -
i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n 
s e s s i o n s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  o f f e r  t h e 
m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  c a r e . 

I f  y o u  h a v e  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s 
a b o u t  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  a t  G r a c e , 
c o n t a c t  S t e p h e n  L e a d e r  B r e n d a 
P a l m g r e n  a t  8 1 4 - 5 7 4 - 1 0 3 9 . 

I f  y o u  k n o w  s o m e o n e  w h o  n e e d s 
c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  a n d  l i v e s  n e a r 
S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  c a l l  P a l m g r e n  o r 
P a s t o r  C a r o l y n  H e t r i c k  a t  t h e 
c h u r c h ,  a t  8 1 4 - 2 3 8 - 2 4 7 8 . 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
s t a r t i n g  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  i n  y o u r 
c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  c a l l  S t e p h e n  M i n i s -
t r i e s  S t .  L o u i s  a t  3 1 4 - 4 2 8 - 2 6 0 0 ,  o r 
v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t  s t e p h e n m i n i s -
t r i e s . o r g . †

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  p r o v i d e  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t 
f o r  p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  s u c h  a s 

t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  l o v e d  o n e ,  j o b  c r i s i s ,  a g i n g , 
s e p a r a t i o n  o r  d i v o r c e ,  o r  a  l o n g - t e r m  i l l n e s s . 
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 The Al legheny Syno d Assembly 
was held June 17 in  Alto ona. 

Jeanne Fleegle,  Assembly com-
mittee chairp erson,  gave a  brief 
rep or t  fol lowing the gathering, 
which is  a  t ime the Syno d con -
duc ts  business,  elec ts  off icers 
and joins in worship. 

THE LUTHERAN LETTER: How did 
Assembly go this year? 
JEANNE FLEEGLE: There were al-
most 200 in attendance, which 
shows people want to know what 
is happening in the church. 

LL: What was a big theme you no-
ticed during the event? 
JF: The word I heard was we all 
need to change in order to grow 
the church. Some of those chang-
es include online registration and 
electronic voting, which most peo-
ple liked.

LL: What's one of the good-news 
moments? 
JF: To me, the big news is that Pas-
tor Kevin (Shock) became a full-time assistant to Bishop Paula. This 
will enable the Synod office to work on programs they wish to ex-
pand, or implement new programming.

LL: Final thoughts?
JF:I was most happy to be in community together and see famil iar 
faces  and meet  new p eople.†

Reflections from Assembly

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
R e t i r e d  Lu t h e r a n  Pa s t o r  L a r -
r y  L o u d e r  i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  5 0 
y e a r s  o f  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t r y. 
T h e  f a i t h f u l  g a v e  t h a n k s  t o 
G o d  f o r  h i s  l o n g  m i n i s t r y.  H e 
i s  p i c t u r e d  d u r i n g  A s s e m b l y 
w i t h  Pa s t o r  C a r o l y n  H e t r i c k , 
o f  G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n  i n  S t a t e 
C o l l e g e .
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 (See QUESTIONS, Page 14)

The Director's Take
News of Note from the Director of Evangelical Mission

Pastor Kevin 
Shock

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission

O n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  p i l l a r s  i n 
c o a c h i n g  i s  a s k i n g  p o w e r f u l  q u e s -
t i o n s . 

W h e n  I  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  m y  c o a c h i n g 
c o l l e a g u e s ,  h o w  I  f o r m u l a t e  q u e s -
t i o n s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  p a y  c l o s e 
a t t e n t i o n  t o.  A  p o w e r f u l  q u e s t i o n 
o p e n s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  p o s s i b i l -
i t i e s ,  w h i l e  s o m e  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f 
q u e s t i o n s  s h u t  d o w n  c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

L e a d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  s o u n d 
l i k e  a d v i c e  o r  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  i s n’ t 
o p e n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  Ye s / n o  q u e s -
t i o n s  o n l y  a l l o w  f o r  s h o r t  a n s w e r s . 
“ W h y ” q u e s t i o n s  c a n  t o o  e a s i l y  b e 
a n s w e r e d  w i t h  “ I  d o n’ t  k n o w.” T h e 
m o s t  p o w e r f u l  q u e s t i o n s  b e g i n 
w i t h  “ h o w ? ” o r  “ w h a t ? ” a n d  g i v e 
s p a c e  f o r  t h e  c o a c h i n g  c l i e n t  t o 
e x p l o r e  t h e i r  o w n  t h o u g h t s  a n d 
f e e l i n g s  a n d  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  v a r i o u s 
o p t i o n s  b e f o r e  f i n d i n g  t h e  b e s t 
c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .

J e s u s  i s  a  g o o d  r o l e  m o d e l  w h e n 
i t  c o m e s  t o  a s k i n g  p o w e r f u l  q u e s -
t i o n s .  I  r e c e n t l y  s a w  a  m e m e  g e n -
e r a t e d  b y  a u t h o r  a n d  a c t i v i s t  f o r 
u n h o u s e d  p e o p l e  K e v i n  N y e  t h a t 
m a d e  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :

“ I n  t h e  g o s p e l s ,  J e s u s  i s  a s k e d  1 8 7 
q u e s t i o n s .

" H e  a n s w e r s  ( m a y -
b e )  8  o f  t h e m .  H e  h i m -
s e l f  a s k s  3 0 7 .  M a y b e 
f a i t h  i s n’ t  a b o u t  c e r -
t a i n t y,  b u t  l e a r n i n g 
t o  a s k  —  a n d  s i t  i n 
t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  — 
g o o d  q u e s t i o n s .”
S o m e  s c h o l a r s  c o u l d 

a r g u e  a b o u t  t h e  a c -
c u r a c y  o f  N y e’s  n u m b e r s ,  b u t  t h e 
p o i n t  r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e . 

J e s u s  p r a c t i c e s  i n v i t a t i o n  t h r o u g h 
h i s  q u e s t i o n s .  H e  o p e n s  s p a c e  f o r 
r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r  h i s 
d i s c i p l e s  a n d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s 
a n d  t h e  c r o w d s . 

Fo r  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  e n c o u n t e r 
J e s u s ,  t h e  s p a c e  h e  o f f e r s  m a k e s 
t h e m  u n c o m f o r t a b l e . 

Fo r  t h e  o n e s  w h o  e n t e r  t h e  s p a c e 
h e  o f f e r s ,  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  g r o w t h 
i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i m  a n d  s o m e -
t i m e s  e v e n  r e n e w e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e . 

T h e y  g a i n  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f  G o d  a n d  v i e w  t h e  w o r l d  i n  a  m o r e 
i m a g i n a t i v e  w a y.  Tw o  e x a m p l e s  o f 
J e s u s  a s k i n g  p o w e r f u l  q u e s t i o n s 
a n d  c r e a t i n g  s p a c e  f o r  g r o w t h  h a p -
p e n  i n  J o h n  3  a n d  4  w i t h  t h e  r e -
l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  N i c o d e m u s  a n d  t h e 
w o m a n  a t  t h e  w e l l . 
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 (See SNAP, Page 13)

By RICK KAZMER

Lutheran Letter Editor

United Way of  the Laurel  H ighlands 
has  par tnered with the Greater  Pi t ts -
burgh Communit y  Food Bank and the 
1889 Center  for  Populat ion Health  to 
enable  SNAP benef i ts  to  be accepted 
at  the Johnstown Farmer ’s  Market  by 
par t ic ipat ing vendors.  Healthy,  lo -
cal ly  grown foods are  now access ible 
to  more members  of  our  communit y. 
I n  addit ion,  market  patrons  can now 
use credit  and debit  cards  to  make a 
purchase.

Vis i t  the SNAP at  the Market  table 
to  swipe your  card in  exchange for 
tokens to  be used as  currenc y.  I ndi-
v iduals  us ing their  SNAP EBT card at 
the market  are  a lso  e l igible  for  a  “bo -
nus bucks” program.  For  ever y  dol lar 
spent ,  they wi l l  receive a  voucher  to 
match i t ,  up to  $20.  That ’s  a  win for 
par t ic ipants  and our  area farmers.

The program is  l ike ly  to  be pi loted 
at  the SoCo Farmers  Market  in  Som-
erset  Borough later  this  summer. 

I f  congregation memb ers  are in -
terested in  volunteering at  the 
Johnstown market  on Fridays ,  emai l 
K aren Shaw at  the United Way,  at  k a-
rens@uwlaurel .org.  Volunteers  work 
at  the market  f rom 10 a .m.  to  noon, 

and f rom noon to  2  p.m.  Tra ining is 
provided beforehand. 

The B enefits  of  Eating Lo c al
Did you k now that  there  are  some 

great  benef i ts  to  eat ing local ly  grown 
food?

•  Local  food is  fu l l  of  f lavor  be -
cause i t  i s  p icked at  the peak of 
r ipeness.

•  I t ’s  nutr ient  dense.  The shor ter 
t ime bet ween har vest  and your 
k i tchen means that  essent ia l  v i ta-
mins  and minerals  aren’t  lost .

•  Local  food ensures  that  you are 
eat ing seasonal ly.  When food can 
be purchased by a  local  grow-
er,  i t ’s  in  season and more l ike -
ly  to  taste  better  than food that 
i s  shipped over  long distances. 
Plus,  seasonal  food is  cost- ef fec -
t ive  for  indiv iduals  wishing to  get 
the most  out  of  their  food dol lars .

•  Local  food benef i ts  the local 
economy.  Money spent  with local 
farmers  and growers  stays  in  the 
communit y.

•  Local  food is  safer.  Because there 
is  less  process ing,  handl ing,  and 
shipping,  local ly  grown food is 
less  l ike ly  to  be contaminated.

SNAP at the Market 
Seeks Volunteers
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SNAP
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  1 2 )
•  Local  food is  environmental ly  f r iendly.  I t  helps  to  preser ve v i ta l  farmland 

and greenspaces.
•  Addit ional ly,  when food is  grown local ly  you have the oppor tunit y  to  ask 

quest ions  about  how i t  was  ra ised and har vested.  K nowing more about 
where your  food comes f rom and how i t  was  grown can help you make the 
best  food choices  for  your  l i fest y le.  For  a  guide to  what  f rui ts  and veggies 
to  expec t  seasonal ly,  check out  " I n  Season Now" through PA Preferred Ag-
r iculture.  †

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop

" This Is The Book" is a newly released 
project of the Faith Formation Team 
of the Allegheny Synod and was born 
out of the hope to build a resource for 
youth who will  attend The Weekend 
youth event in December. 

As it  came together,  all  of the peo-
ple involved in this project realized 
that this could be a resource for any-
one who sometimes struggles with 
self-worth or sometimes feels over-
whelmed by l ife. 

I t 's  f i l led with reflections on scrip-
ture and life,  writing exercises,  sug-
gestions for making art,  and opportu-
nities to reflect on your own, or with 
others.

A lot of compassion and work went 
into this project,  and we hope that 
it  gets in the hands of anyone in our 

Synod — or beyond — who thinks it 
would be helpful.  I f  you would l ike 
copies for yourself,  someone you 
know, or a group in your congrega-
tion, please send a request to kevin.
shock@al leghenysynod.com.  †

Faith Formation Team 
Publishes A Must-Read Book

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
" This  is  the B o ok" was created by 
the Syno d's  Faith Formation Team. 
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 1 )
J e s u s  i n v i t e s  t h e m  i n t o  c o n v e r s a -

t i o n  t h a t  l e a d s  t h e m  t o  e x p e r i e n c e 
G o d  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  i n  n e w  w a y s .

I f  f a i t h  i s  i n d e e d  n o t  a b o u t  c e r -
t a i n t y,  h u m a n  b e i n g s  n e v e r t h e l e s s 
c r a v e  c e r t a i n t y.

C e r t a i n t y  b r i n g s  s e c u r i t y  a n d  c o m -
f o r t .  C e r t a i n t y  a l l o w s  u s  n o t  t o  a s k 
q u e s t i o n s .  A n d  y e t ,  t h a t  m e a n s  t h a t 
c e r t a i n t y  c a n  a l s o  c a u s e  s t a g n a t i o n 
a n d  s t u n t  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  o r  e m o t i o n a l 
g r o w t h . 

I n  t h e  w o r l d  —  a n d  e v e n  i n  o u r 
c h u r c h e s  —  w e  w a n t  t o  f i n d  a n -
s w e r s  a n d  m a k e  c o n c r e t e  p l a n s  t h a t 
w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  w e l l . 
H o w e v e r,  i f  w e  s e e k  a n s w e r s  a n d 
m a k e  p l a n s  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g  p o w e r -
f u l  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  g i v e  u s  s p a c e  t o 
e x p l o r e  o p t i o n s  a n d  g r o w,  o u r  p l a n s 
a r e  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  a n d  o u r  a n s w e r s 
a r e  i n c o m p l e t e .

I ’m  l e a r n i n g  i n  m y  c a l l  i n  t h e  O f f i c e 
o f  t h e  B i s h o p  t h a t  I  w a n t  t o  h a v e 
q u i c k  a n d  e a s y  a n s w e r s  t o  g i v e  t o 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s ;  h o w e v e r,  I ’m  l e a r n -
i n g  i n  m y  c a l l  a s  a  b a p t i z e d  c h i l d  o f 
G o d  t h a t  I  h a v e  f a r  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s 
t h a n  a n s w e r s . 

I ’m  a l s o  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y 
t o  h a n d l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I  h a v e  i s 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e m  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e , 
k n o w i n g  f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  w e  w o n’ t  e a s -
i l y  f i n d  a n y  a n s w e r s .  Te l l i n g  p e o p l e 
t h a t  I  d o n’ t  h a v e  a n y  a n s w e r s  i s n’ t 
a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  e a r n  c l o u t  o r  a d m i -
r a t i o n  q u i c k l y,  b u t  b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o 
a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c r e a t e  s p a c e  i s  a 

g o o d  w a y  t o  b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d 
c o m e  t o  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
G o d  a n d  o u r  c a l l i n g . 

W h a t  m i g h t  h a p p e n  i n  y o u r  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n  a n d  i n  o u r  S y n o d  i f  w e  a r e 
m o r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e n g a g e  p o w e r f u l 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a n  w e  a r e  t o  s e e k  q u i c k 
a n s w e r s ? 

I ’m  a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o 
y o u r  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a n d  t o 
a s k  y o u  m o r e .  †

QUESTIONS

W h a t  m i g h t 
h a p p e n  i n  y o u r 

c o n g r e g a t i o n 
a n d  i n  o u r 

S y n o d  i f  w e  a r e 
m o r e  w i l l i n g  t o 

e n g a g e 
p o w e r f u l 

q u e s t i o n s  t h a n 
w e  a r e  t o  s e e k 

q u i c k  a n s w e r s ? 



15The Lutheran LetterSummer 2023 Digital

BISHOP
(Continued from Page 2)

The Allegheny Synod staff currently 
consists of a bishop, a pastor serving 
a dual role as Assistant to the Bishop 
and Director of Evangelical Mission 
(DEM), and an office manager. 

The highest authority l ies with the 
annual meeting or Assembly. The Syn-
od Assembly is the business meeting 
for our organization. The voting mem-
bers to the Assembly can give direction 
to the Synod Council or the staff in the 
Office of the Bishop. The work of the As-
sembly is to elect a bishop, elect peo-
ple to serve on the Synod Council and 
other leaders who serve on synodical 
committees, pass an annual spending 
plan (budget), and consider resolutions 
— or, action statements that direct the 
council or the staff to engage in specif-
ic activities. At this year’s Assembly, a 
recommendation came from the Synod 
Council to amend the current fiscal year 
budget to reflect moving Pastor Kevin 
Shock from a dual role to a single role 
as the full-time Assistant to the Bishop 
and to direct the bishop and the Syn-
od Council to enter into a conversation 
with the Upper Susquehanna Synod 
and Bishop Craig Miller to share a DEM.

The Assembly passed the motion, 
which will allow the Synod Council to 
move toward issuing a call to a new, 
shared DEM. This is exciting news for us 
in several ways. First, it will allow Pastor 
Kevin to focus his gifts and attention 
on congregational identity work, vision 
work, and leadership development for 
our rostered ministers, seminarians, 

and lay worship leaders. 
The DEM will concentrate on securing 

grants for ministry and fostering new 
ministry starts. Of course, there will be 
other things each of them engages in as 
they are able, but their main focus will 
be to build up and support ministry. As 
we look to rebuilding and refreshing 
ministry in our Synod, this new staffing 
option will be tremendously helpful. I 
am grateful for the discernment of our 
voting members as the recommenda-
tion was considered.

My report asked voting members to 
“be open.”  We engaged in a guided 
meditation to listen for the Holy Spirit ’s 
voice in us. This new path forward will 
present opportunities for us to be open 
to new ideas, new ways of doing minis-
try together, and new possibilities for 
engagement with our neighbors and 
communities. "New" can be a little un-
settling because we haven’t done it be-
fore. If we are willing to be open to this 
newness, we will not be left alone. Je-
sus will walk alongside us and provide 
a pathway forward — perhaps one we 
didn’t even imagine. Please pray along 
with me that in the months to come, 
we l isten closely for the Holy Spirit ’s 
guidance and that we will  be open to 
taking a step in faith toward a hope -
fi l led future together.  Thank you for 
all  the ways you are sharing the love 
of Christ that l ives in you. As I  travel 
around our Synod, I  see your gifts be -
ing shared in marvelous ways. Keep it 
up, fr iends!

— Bishop Paula †
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FAITH MATTERS

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )
I n s t e a d ,  s h e  i s  i n c l u s i v e  i n  h e r 

p r a c t i c e ,  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  c h a r g e d 
w i t h  c r i m e s ,  v i c t i m s  o f  c r i m e s  a n d 
p e o p l e  i n - b e t w e e n . 

" I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  w e ,  a s  Lu -
t h e r a n s  c a l l e d  t o  a  l i f e  o f  a d v o c a -
c y,  p u s h  s o c i e t y  t o  b e g i n  s e e i n g  t h e 
B r a d l e y s ,  c o n v i c t e d  o f  k i l l i n g  h i s 
o w n  c h i l d ,  a n d  t h e  M y r o n s ,  a  v i c -
t i m  o f  a  b r o k e n  r e f u g e e  s y s t e m ,  a s 
G o d ’s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  n o t  a s  t h e  ‘c r i m -
i n a l s ’ o r  ' i m m i g r a n t s ,' "  s h e  w r o t e .

  " We  n e e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  a d v o c a t i n g 
s o  t h a t  B r a d l e y,  M y r o n  a n d  m a n y 
m o r e  o f  G o d ’s  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  t h e i r 

r i g h t s  p r e s e r v e d ."
F l o w e r  p r i m a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a t - r i s k 

c h i l d r e n .  M a n y  o f  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n 
r e m o v e d  f r o m  a b u s i v e  o r  n e g l e c t f u l 
h o m e s .  S h e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  f i n d s  j o y 
w h e n  h e l p i n g  t h e s e  k i d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a d o p t e d . 

" ( W ) e  n e e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  a d v o c a t -
i n g  s o  t h a t  a l l  o f  G o d ’s  c h i l d r e n 
k n o w  t h e y  h a v e  s o m e o n e  o n  t h e i r 
s i d e  a n d  s o m e o n e  t h e y  c a n  t u r n  t o 
i n  t h e i r  t i m e  o f  n e e d .  A f t e r  a l l ,  i s n’ t 
t h a t  w h a t  G o d  i s  f o r  u s ? "  s h e  s a i d . 

F l o w e r  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  B e n  F l o w e r. 
T h e y  h a v e  t w o  b e a g l e s ,  D a i s y  M a e 
a n d  A b i g a i l  R o s e .  †

FLOWER

THE LUTHER AN LE T TER:  What  have you been praying for  the most  late ly? 
MEGAN ( WILL)  FLOWER:  An end to  v iolence:  mass  shoot ings,  the war  in 
Uk raine,  the unrest  in  Is rael  and Palest ine,  pol ice  brutal i t y.
TLL:  What ’s  your  f i rst  memor y of  exper iencing the Lutheran fa i th?  
MWF:  I  remember  going to  Pastor  James L ing’s  house ( long-t ime pastor  at 
Fr iedens)  with  my dad when I  was  younger.  He was  a lways  so approachable 
and k ind and made me feel  welcome,  even as  a  chi ld,  to  the church.  I  want 
to  say  I  was  probably  4 ,  or  about  that  age.  I t  just  fe l t  l ike  going to  a  fami ly 
member ’s  house and Pastor  L ing a lways  made church a  place I  fe l t  I  belonged, 
regardless  of  age.  I t ’s  that  attachment  that  I  hold onto so dear,  some 31 years 
later. 
TLL:  What ’s  one message you have for  anyone consider ing attending a  Luther-
an church? 
MWF:  The best  tenet  of  our  fa i th  is  that  we have to  do nothing to  get  the love 
of  God.  We can mess  up 100 t imes,  we can sk ip  church for  years,  and ever y  s in-
gle  t ime,  God waits  for  us  and loves  us  st i l l ,  uncondit ional ly.  You are  welcome 
here.  You are  wor thy here.  You are  loved here.  
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ICYMI: SYNOD NEWS 
These are some of the churches Bishop Paula Schmitt and Assistant to the 
Bishop Pastor Kevin Shock visited during the past two months, along with 
some other news of note from around the Synod. 

B i s h o p  P a u l a  S c h m i t t  a n d  P a s -
t o r  K e v i n  S h o c k ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e 
b i s h o p,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  S p r i n g 
c o n f e r e n c e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  s p r i n g  b y 
v i s i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  B l a i r  H u n t i n g -
d o n  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  L u t h e r a n 
H o m e  i n  H o l l i d a y s b u r g .  " We  c o n -
g r a t u l a t e  P a s t o r  Tr a c i  M a r r i o t t 
o n  h e r  e l e c t i o n  t o  s e r v e  a n o t h e r 
t e r m  a s  D e a n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e 
a n d  t h a n k  P a s t o r  R a l p h  H a m e r 
f o r  h o s t i n g  u s ,"  w a s  t h e  m e s s a g e 
o n  Fa c e b o o k . 

P a s t o r  K e v i n  S h o c k  e n j o y e d  w a r m  h o s p i t a l i t y 
f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M t .  Z i o n  i n  G l a s g o w  i n  t h e 
b e a u t i f u l  l a n d  w h e r e  C a m b r i a ,  C l e a r f i e l d  a n d 
B l a i r  c o u n t i e s  m e e t .  E v e r y o n e  h a s  a  r o l e ,  e v e n 
i f  i t  r e q u i r e s  a  h o l y  s t e p s t o o l .

I n s i d e  C h r i s t  C a s e b e e r  C h u r c h  n e a r 
S o m e r s e t . 

S t .  J o h n ,  B e l l e f o n t e
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BEFORE you GO
The Pittsburgh Pirates  can sure  test  your  fa i th  as  a  fan. 

I f  you have been fol lowing the team this  summer,  you are  on the Buc -
co rol ler- coaster  with  me.  We watched a  20-8  star t  d issolve into a  sub -
.500 record in  about  four  weeks. 

As  I  am wr it ing this ,  the team has  won 7  of  10 games and is  back in 
f i rst  p lace of  the div is ion. 

I t  has  been a  wi ld  r ide so far,  and the season isn' t  even hal fway com-
plete.  As  you are  reading this ,  the team could be cont inuing the win-
ning ways,  s tuck in  a  los ing streak ,  or  most  l ikely,  hover ing around 
.500. 

Many fans  (sometimes me)  jump off  the bandwagon dur ing low points, 
only  to  re join  i t  when the c lub is  winning again .  I t ' s  hard to  have pa-
t ience,  and to  weather  the bad t imes. 

Basebal l  has  been used as  a  metaphor  in  l i fe  many t imes.  This  year 's 
Pi rates  team has  so far  been a  great  one for  pat ience.  The manager  has 
gone f rom genius  to  bum in  the minds of  many fans  several  t imes.  Cer-
ta in  players,  i f  the less  pat ient  of  us  were in  charge,  would have been 
sent  back to  the minors  days  before  they star t  to  heat  up again . 

Basebal l  managers  must  be ver y  pat ient .  Amid a l l  the noise  coming 
f rom outs ide the c lub,  they of ten remain fa i thful  to  a  player  who is 
suf fer ing a  s lump.  They see the potent ia l ,  and k now the big  hits  or  fast 
p i tches  are  there,  wait ing to  be real ized.  I n  my exper ience watching 
basebal l ,  fa i th  in  the r ight  players  i s  of ten real ized with great  results . 

I  am not  sure  how the Pi rates  wi l l  f in ish this  year,  but  I  going to  t r y  to 
refra in  f rom los ing fa i th  too soon. 

—  R i c k  K a z m e r

Faith, Patience and Baseball
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Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

You could invest in an ordinary IRA.  
Or you could invest in an IRA that lends a helping hand.

Financed a major 
renovation with a 
loan from the Mission 
Investment Fund. When 
Superstorm Sandy 
severely damaged the new 
addition, MIF deferred 
Faith’s loan payments until 
the congregation got back 
on its feet.

Faith Lutheran Church in 
Lavallette, New Jersey

The Mission Investment Fund offers competitive interest 
rates and flexible terms on a wide range of investments 
for individuals, congregations and synods. When you save 
for retirement with MIF, your investment finances loans 
to ELCA congregations like Faith Lutheran. To learn more 
about our investments and ministry loans, contact us at  
mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans

https://www.mif.elca.org/
https://www.mif.elca.org/

