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An Invitation
Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and our Lord 
and Savior,  Jesus Christ!

During the last several weeks, 
I  have been asked on more than 
one occasion why people aren’t 
coming to church or coming 
back to church. I  joked in one 
congregation that if  I  had the 
answer to that question, I  could 
retire today! The fact is,  there isn’t one answer 
to the question — there are many answers to 
the question. One article I  read indicated that 
a resistance to anything institutional is a major 
cause.

I  suppose I  could agree with that to a point.  I 
have heard other reasons, such as a prolonged 
il lness,  change in work schedule, the worship 
time is no longer a good fit  for l ife changes, 
apathy, priorities have shifted, and you have 
probably heard at least one or two other rea-
sons. I t ’s an uphill  battle and we are not the 
only ones in this battle. 

When I  speak with my peers in other denomi-
nations, they are feeling the same pinch. Their 
congregations are getting smaller,  they are 
having trouble finding leadership and suggest-
ed changes are ignored.  

The world has changed. People have changed. 
The church has not kept up with the changes 
in a way that has been helpful.  While I  agree 
that the church should be different from the 
world, the church also has a responsibil ity to 
be responsive to changes in order to continue 
to l ive.  

A Message from Bishop Paula Schmitt

 (See BISHOP 1, Page 18)

Bishop Paula 
Schmitt
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An Invitation

Lutheran Letter Patrons
Thanks to these individuals and groups for their generous donations, 

which helped to make this issue of The Lutheran Letter possible. 

PAT R O N S :  A n o n y m o u s  -  B i s h o p  E m e r i -
t u s  G r e g o r y  &  B a r b a r a  P i l e  -  H e r k  &  C o n -
n i e  H u b b a r d  -  K i r b y  &  S u s a n  B a r c l a y  - 
Lo w e l l  &  C a r n a  Fr i e d l i n e  -  Pa s t o r s  J i m 
&  R e b e c c a  We s t  -  S a n d r a  Pa r k e r  H a l l  & 
D e n n i s  K .  H a l l  -  T h e  R e v.  N a n c y  L .  H o o v e r
 -  T h e  R e v.  S u s a n  M a z e r  Wi n g e r  &  M r. 
L a r r y  L .  M a z e r
I N  H O N O R  O F :  B i s h o p  E m e r i t u s  G r e g o r y 
P i l e  b y  A n o n y m o u s  -  S e q u a n o t a  C o n f e r -
e n c e  C e n t e r  &  C a m p  b y  R e v s .  B o b  &  E l -
e a n o r  A b a r n o
I N  M E M O RY  O F :  J e f f  M c C r e a d y  b y  M a r y 
J a n e  M c C r e a d y  -  Pa s t o r s  C h r i s  &  Pa t 
R a m s e y  b y  C h e r i e  &  L a r r y  S h a n n o n  -  t h e 
R e v.  D o n a l d  R .  T h o m a s  b y  R o b e r t  &  L i n -
d a  M c E l r o y  T h o m a s  -  T h e  R e v.  R o b e r t  G . 
W h i s l e r

Scene of the Edition

Photo by Bishop 
Paula Schmitt

The skyline 
March 6 in Som-

Bishop Paula  
Schmitt volun-
teered at the Al-
legheny Lutheran 
Social Ministries 
golf tournament 
at Scotch Valley 
Country Club on 
July 31. "It was a 
beautiful day for 
golf," she posted 
with the photo on 
Facebook. 



4 The Lutheran Letter Digital Autumn 2023

By PASTOR DREW McCAFFERY
Bethany Lutheran Church, Altoona

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  J u l y,  2 5 
i n d i v i d u a l s  ( 1 7  y o u t h  a n d  e i g h t 
a d u l t s )  t r a v e l e d  t o  S a r a s o t a ,  F l o r i -
d a ,  t o  c o m p l e t e  a s s o r t e d  h u r r i c a n e 
r e l i e f  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  S a r a s o t a  t o 
Fo r t  M y e r s  a r e a .

S o m e  o f  o u r  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e d  d o -
i n g  r e s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  a t  Fa i t h  Lu -
t h e r a n - Le h i g h  A c r e s ,  h e l p i n g  s t o c k 
a n d  s o r t  f o o d  a t  a  l o c a l  f o o d  p a n t r y, 
h e l p i n g  d i s t r i b u t e  f o o d  a t  Fa i t h  Lu -
t h e r a n - S a r a s o t a’s  l o c a l  f e e d i n g  d a y, 
a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  s t o c k  b a c k p a c k s  a t 
t h e  A l l  S a i n t s  Fo o d  B a n k ,  w h i c h 
s e r v e s  S a r a s o t a  a n d  D e S o t o  c o u n -
t i e s . 

We  s p e n t  a n  a f t e r n o o n  a t  S t .  Pe -
t e r ’s  Lu t h e r a n - Fo r t  M y e r s  B e a c h  t o 
s e e  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  H u r r i c a n e  I a n , 
w h i c h  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  a  y e a r 
a g o.

D u r i n g  o u r  t i m e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  w e 
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  h u n g e r  a n d  t h e  i m -
p a c t  a  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  c a n  h a v e  o n 
a  c o m m u n i t y. 

A l l  S a i n t s  Fo o d  B a n k  h a s  b e e n  s e r v -
i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S a r a s o t a 
a n d  D e S o t o  f o r  y e a r s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
w a r e h o u s e .  T h e  b a n k  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
g r o w,  b e c a u s e  t h e  n e e d  h a s  c o n -
t i n u e d .  T h i s  i s  s e t  t o  b e  t h e  f o u r t h 
y e a r  i n  a  r o w  o f  s e r v i n g  m o r e  t h a n 
2 0  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o f  f o o d  ( t h e y  h a d 
b e e n  s e r v i n g  1 7 - 1 8  m i l l i o n  b e f o r e 
t h e  p a n d e m i c ) . 

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  w i l l  b e 
e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  a g a i n . 

T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  s t a r t e d  f o c u s i n g  
o n  r e a s o n s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s 
c o m i n g  t o  f o o d  b a n k s .  I n  p a r t n e r -
s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
Fe e d i n g  A m e r i c a ,  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o 
l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  c a u s e s ,  a n d 
c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  i n d i -
v i d u a l s ,  s u c h  a s  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n n i n g, 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h -
e r s ,  t o  h e l p  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  h u n g e r.

A  h i g h - i m p a c t  d a y  f o r  o u r  g r o u p 
w a s  v i s i t i n g  S t .  Pe t e r ’s  i n  Fo r t  M y -
e r s  a n d  s e e i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  H u r r i c a n e 
I a n  h a d  f o r  t h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  T h e 
c h u r c h  i s  l o c a t e d  1 0 0  y a r d s  f r o m 
t h e  b e a c h ,  a n d  t h e  w a v e s  n o t  o n l y 
s u r g e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f e l l o w s h i p 
h a l l ,  b u t  u p  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s a n c t u -
a r y. 

The Report from Sarasota

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
Youth painting during the mission trip in 
Florida. 

 (See TRIP, Page 8)
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September
Week 1: Good 

Shepherd 
Lutheran, 
Windber

Week 2: Christ 
Lutheran, Madley 

Week 3: 
Geeseytown-

Newry Lutheran 
Parish: Geesey-
town Lutheran; 
and Evangelical 
Lutheran, Newry 

Week 4: Grace 
Lutheran, 
Bellwood 

October
Week 1: Moxham 

Lutheran, 
Johnstown  

Week 2: New 
Centerville 

Lutheran Parish: 
St. Paul Lutheran, 

Barronvale; 
Samuels 

Lutheran, 
Somerset; and 

Messiah Lutheran, 
New Centerville
Week 3: Trinity 

Lutheran, Altoona 
Week 4: Faith 

Lutheran, 
Somerset

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )
" P e o p l e  d o n’ t  c a r e  w h a t 

y o u  k n o w  u n t i l  t h e y  k n o w 
h o w  m u c h  y o u  c a r e ,"  L o u d -
e r  w r o t e  i n  a n  e m a i l ,  d e -
s c r i b i n g  h i s  p a s t o r a l  j o u r -
n e y.  T h a t  w a s  i n  a n s w e r  t o  a 
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a d v i c e 
h e ' d  g i v e  t o  p e o p l e  c o n s i d -
e r i n g  b e c o m i n g  o r d a i n e d .

I t ' s  a  j o u r n e y  h e  f i r s t  c o n -
s i d e r e d  w h e n  h e  w a s  i n  j u -
n i o r  h i g h ,  b u t  i t  t o o k  a  w h i l e 
f o r  G o d ' s  c a l l  t o  b e  c l e a r.  H e 
f i r s t  t h o u g h t  h e ' d  l i k e  t o  b e 
a  h i g h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r

" I t  w a s n’ t  u n t i l  t h e  s u m -
m e r  o f  m y  s e n i o r  y e a r  i n 
c o l l e g e  t h a t  I  d e c i d e d  t h a t 
w a s  w h a t  I  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o 
d o,"  h e  s a i d  o f  h i s  d e c i s i o n 
t o  g o  t o  s e m i n a r y  s c h o o l .

H e  w a s  n e w l y  m a r r i e d  t o 
L i n d a  a s  h e  e m b a r k e d  o n 
t h e  j o u r n e y,  a  f u l f i l l m e n t 
o f  G o d ' s  w o r k  t h a t  s t a r t e d 
d u r i n g  h i s  c h i l d h o o d .  H i s 
y o u t h  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  S u n -
d a y  S c h o o l s  a n d  c h o i r  p r a c -
t i c e s  w i t h  h i s  t w o  y o u n g e r 
b r o t h e r s .

" ( A ) l l  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c -
e s  w e r e  s i n k i n g  i n t o  h i s 
b o n e s ,"  h e  w r o t e  a b o u t 
h i m s e l f ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a  r e f l e c -
t i o n  o n  h i s  l i f e  p e n n e d  f o r 
a n o t h e r  p r o j e c t .

M u s i c  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
p a r t  o f  t h e  w a y  L o u d e r 

c a m e  t o  k n o w  t h e  c h u r c h . 
H e  g r e w  u p  d u r i n g  t i m e s 
w h e n  c h o i r s  w e r e  r o b u s t 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  h e  h a s 
s e r v e d  f o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
( t h e  l a t e s t  a t  G r a c e  Lu t h e r -
a n  i n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e ) ,  a n d 
d i d  a  s e v e n - y e a r  s t i n t  o n 
t h e  A l l e g h e n y  Lu t h e r a n  S o -
c i a l  M i n i s t r i e s  ( A L S M )  s t a f f .

A  u n i q u e  t o u r  o f  d u t y  w a s 
b e i n g  t h e  p a s t o r  t o  a  Lu -
t h e r a n  c h u r c h  a m o n g  t h e 
A m i s h  i n  L a n c a s t e r.  H e 
h e l d  t h a t  p o s t  f o r  1 6  y e a r s . 
D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  h e  a n d  h i s 
w i f e ,  L i n d a ,  h a d  t w o  c h i l -
d r e n ,  C a s e y  a n d  A m a n d a .

Fr o m  t h e r e  h e  s e r v e d  a 
h u g e ,  3 , 5 0 0 - m e m b e r  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n  i n  S l i v e r  S p r i n g 
M a r y l a n d  —  S t .  Lu k e ' s  Lu -
t h e r a n  C h u r c h .  Pa s t o r  P l a t z 
( t h e  f i r s t  o r d a i n e d  w o m a n 
i n  t h e  E LC A )  i s  n o w  a  t e a c h -
i n g  p a s t o r  t h e r e .

I n  1 9 8 8  L o u d e r  c a m e  b a c k 
t o  t h e  h i l l s  a n d  v a l l e y s  o f 
Pe n n s y l v a n i a  t o  b e  t h e  p a s -
t o r  a t  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lu -
t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  D u n c a n s -
v i l l e ,  w h e r e  h i s  r e g i o n a l 
l e a d e r s h i p  e x p a n d e d  w i t h 
v a r i o u s  p o s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
w i t h  A L S M .  H e  r e t i r e d  f r o m 
h i s  l a s t  c a l l  a t  G r a c e ,  S t a t e 
C o l l e g e ,  i n  2 0 1 5 .

LOUDER 1

 (See LOUDER 2, Page 7)



BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

B e n  a n d  J e s s i c a  H o f f m a n  a r e 
m e m b e r s  o f  a  c h u r c h  t h a t  i s  s i m i -
l a r  t o  m a n y  i n  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n -
o d .  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  i n  K a r -
t h a u s  i s  a  s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n .

W h e n  s o m e t h i n g  n e e d s  d o n e , 
i t ' s  " a l l  h a n d s  o n  d e c k ,"  B e n ,  3 6 , 
s a i d .  H e  i s  a c t i v e  o n  t h e  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n  c o u n c i l ,  p r e s c h o o l  b o a r d , 
a n d  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e n e w 
s o m e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e n t  d o r m a n t 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
l u n c h  b r u n c h .

" I  v e r y  m u c h  e n j o y  a l l  a s p e c t s 
o f  k e e p i n g  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  r u n -
n i n g ,"  h e  s a i d .

B e n  a n d  J e s s i c a ,  3 4 ,  h a v e  t h r e e 
k i d s .  A  f o u r t h  i s  d u e  i n  O c t o b e r . 
T h e r e ' s  a l s o  a  w h o l e  h e r d  o f  w i l d -
l i f e  i n  t h e  H o f f m a n  f a m i l y ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  t w o  d o g s ,  s e v e n  s h e e p , 
4 0  b e e f  c a t t l e  a n d  v a r i o u s  c h i c k -
e n s  a n d  t u r k e y s .

J e s s i c a  s a i d  s h e  s p e n d s  h e r  m i n -
i s t r y  t i m e  w i t h  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a s 
t h e y  g r o w  u p  i n  t h e  c h u r c h .

 " W h i l e  I  d o n ’ t  f e e l  c a l l e d  t o  c h i l -
d r e n ’s  m i n i s t r y ,  I  t h i n k  t h e s e  f o r -
m a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  i m p o r t -
a n t .  W i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  c h i l d r e n  i n 
o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  i t ’s  i m p o r t a n t 

t o  m e  t o  d o  t h i s  w o r k  e v e n  i f  i t ’s 
n o t  o t h e r w i s e  m y  c a l l i n g .  I  a l s o 
e n j o y  m o r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s -
p e c t s  o f  a n y  v o l u n t e e r  p o s i t i o n , 
s o  I  h a v e  f o u n d  m y  n i c h e  h e l p i n g 
w i t h  o u t r e a c h  c o m m i t t e e  w r i t i n g 
a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  e n -
j o y  t h i n g s  l i k e  S y n o d  a s s e m b l y ," 
s h e  s a i d .

" I ’ v e  s t a r t e d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a 
b a c k - t o - s c h o o l  s u p p l y  d r i v e  f o r 
o u r  p u b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  w i t h  b o t h 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s ."

 S h e p h e r d  i n  t h e  H i l l s  i s  i n  a  p a r -
i s h  w i t h  H o l y  T r i n i t y  E v a n g e l i c a l 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  n e a r b y  L a n s e . 
B e n  s a i d  t h e  t w o  c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
w o r k  w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  m a x i m i z i n g 
t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  e a c h  c h u r c h .  F o r 
t h i s  r e a s o n ,  h e  i s  e x c i t e d  a b o u t 
t h e  f u t u r e ,  d e s p i t e  c h a l l e n g e s 
s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  f a c e .
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  5 )
Lo u d e r  " f o u n d  t h e s e  t w i l i g h t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  e x -

t r e m e l y  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  s a t i s f y i n g,"  h e  w r o t e .
B u t ,  Lo u d e r  c a n  s t i l l  b e  f o u n d  b e h i n d  t h e  p u l p i t .  H e 

s o m e t i m e s  p r o v i d e s  a  s e r m o n  a t  G r a c e ,  o r  t a k e s  p a r t 
i n  s o m e  o t h e r  c h u r c h  t a s k s  t h a t  p o p  u p.

H e  h a s  n o t i c e d  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h e  p a n d e m i c .  A s  a  r e -
s u l t ,  c o n g r e g a t i o n  l i f e  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  w i t h  n e w  c h a l l e n g -
e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Lo u d e r.

" I  t h i n k ,  s i n c e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s h i f t  i n 
t h e  w a y  p a r i s h  m i n i s t r y  i s  s e e n  a n d  p r a c t i c e d .  Pa s t o r s 
t o d a y  a r e  f a c i n g  i s s u e s ,  w h i c h  I  n e v e r  e v e n  t h o u g h t 
o f ,"  h e  s a i d .

B u t ,  a  k e y  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o b  r e m a i n s  —  s h a r i n g  G o d ' s 
G o o d  N e w s .  I t ' s  a l s o  Lo u d e r ' s  f a v o r i t e  a s p e c t  o f  h i s 
c a l l i n g .

 " I  f e e l  e xc e p t i o n a l l y  b l e s s e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  t o  b e  e n g a g e d  w i t h  s u c h  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  G o d ’s  f a m i l y. 
E a c h  i n t e r a c t i o n  h a s ,  i n  s o m e  w a y,  b e e n  e n r i c h i n g,"  h e  s a i d .  †

LOUDER 2

P a s t o r  L a r r y 
L o u d e r

Derek Detr ich is  the ser v ice  minister  and v ice  pres ident  of  the church 
counci l  at  Duncansvi l le  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church.  The church recent ly 
obtained Reconci l ing in  Chr ist  status,  a  unique designat ion.  Detr ich shared 
some information about  what  this  means in  Duncansvi l le.

 
THE LUTHER AN LE T TER:  What  is  R IC  status?
DEREK DE TRICH:  R IC  status  stands for  "Reconci l ing in  Chr ist"  status.  I t  i s 

a  recognit ion granted to  churches  and fa i th  communit ies  within  cer ta in 
denominat ions  that  publ ic ly  welcome and af f i rm indiv iduals  of  a l l  sexual 
or ientat ions,  gender  ident i t ies,  and gender  express ions,  as  wel l  a s  a  c o m -
m i t m e n t  t o  r a c i a l  e q u i t y  a n d  a n t i - r a c i s m . 

Duncansville Congregation 
Celebrates RIC Status
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TRIP
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  4 )

Fr o m  w h a t  Pa s t o r  S h a r o n  ( t h e  o u t g o i n g  p a s t o r  o f  S t .  Pe t e r ’s )  i n f o r m e d  u s , 
t h e i r  f e l l o w s h i p  h a l l  w i l l  b e  t o r n  d o w n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a m a g e .

T h e  f e l l o w s h i p  h a l l  l o o k e d  l i k e  i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  d e m o l i s h e d  w h e n  o u r  g r o u p 
w a s  t h e r e .  T h e  s a n c t u a r y,  w h i c h  w a s  o n  8 - f o o t  r i s e r s ,  h a d  a  c a r  u n d e r n e a t h 
a n d  w a t e r  w a s  s h o o t i n g  u p  f r o m  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s a n c t u a r y.  Pa s t o r  S h a -
r o n  w a s  u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  w o u l d  b e  s a l v a g e a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
c a r n a g e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  Fo r t  M y e r s  B e a c h ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s . 

S i n c e  m a n y  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d  a n d  m a y  n o t  b e 
a b l e  t o  r e b u i l d ,  t h e  a s s o r t e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a r e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  d i s -
c e r n m e n t  a b o u t  p o s s i b l y  c r e a t i n g  a  m u l t i - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  c e n -
t e r  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.

T h e  y o u t h  h a d  a  l o t  t o  u n p a c k  f r o m  t h e  S t .  Pe t e r ’s  v i s i t  a s  t h e y  s a w  f o r  t h e 
f i r s t  t i m e  t e r r i b l e  h u r r i c a n e  d a m a g e  i n  p e r s o n .

I t  w a s  m o m e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  s e n s e  o f  c o m -
m u n i t y,  b u t  a l s o  h e l p e d  b u i l d  a  b o n d  w i t h  t h e  y o u t h  g r o u p  f r o m  M o n t a n a 
( t h e  g r o u p  w a s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  t e a m )  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
w e e k .  I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  s i g h t  t o  s e e  a  g r o u p  o f  4 0  k i d s  b u i l d  s u c h  a  s e n s e 
o f  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  o u r  s h o r t  t i m e  t o g e t h e r.  I t  i s  e n c o u n t e r s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t 
s h o w  u s  h o w  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  C h r i s t  c a n  b r i n g  u s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  l e a v e  a 
l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  o u r  j o u r n e y  o f  f a i t h .

We  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s p o n s o r s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  n o t  o n l y 
h e l p e d  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  e v e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  m a d e  i t  a  p o s s i b i l i t y.  I f  y o u 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  p h o t o s  a n d  v i d e o,  y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  s y n o d ’s 
Fa c e b o o k  Pa g e ,  o r  s e a r c h  “A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  Yo u t h  S W F L  R e l i e f  Tr i p - H i g h -
l i g h t  R e e l ” o n  Yo u t u b e .  †

Submitted photo

P a s t o r  S h a r o n 
Ta y l o r  s h a r e s 
w h a t  t h e  c o m m u -
n i t y  o f  S t .  Pe t e r ' s 
i s  d o i n g  s i n c e 
t h e  h u r r i c a n e , 
w h e n  t h e  w a t e r 
w a s  c o m i n g  u p 
f r o m  u n d e r  t h e 
f l o o r,  i n t o  t h e 
s a n c t u a r y. 
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The disaster relief team (above). The team at work (sur-
rounding photos). 

Submitted photos

More Photos from Florida
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Dealing With Trauma

P a s t o r  J a i m e 
O l s o n

By PASTOR JAIME OLSON
Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church

W i t h  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s  s t u d y -
i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t r a u m a  a n d 
h o w  i t  i m p a c t s  o u r  l i v e s ,  I  r e -
c e n t l y  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  o f -
f e r i n g  a  w o r k s h o p  a t  t h e  R o s -
t e r e d  L e a d e r s  G a t h e r i n g  i n 
P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a  f r o m  J u l y  1 7 -
2 0 .

D u r i n g  m y  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  I  w a s 
a b l e  t o  o f f e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a s e d 
o n  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t 
o u r  f i v e  s e n s e s  p l a y  a  s i g n i f -
i c a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  t r a u -
m a  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w e  c a r r y 
w i t h  u s  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  s t o r y . 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  c h i l d  w h o  h a s 
b e e n  a b u s e d  m a y  o f t e n  e x h i b -
i t  c h i l d l i k e  b e h a v i o r s  l o n g  i n t o 
t h e i r  a d u l t  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y 
h a v e  n e v e r  m o v e d  b e y o n d  t h e 
m o m e n t  t h e  a b u s e  h a p p e n e d . 

A  s m e l l ,  s i g h t ,  t a s t e ,  s o u n d ,  o r 
t o u c h  o f  a n  o b j e c t  m a y  t r i g g e r 
t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  a b u s e  o c c u r r e d 
a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  r e l i v e s  t h e  t r a u -
m a .  F o r  y o u ,  t h e  s m e l l  o f  b a k -
i n g  b r e a d  m a y  t a k e  y o u  t o  f o n d 
m e m o r i e s  o f  e a t i n g  f r e s h - b a k e d 
b u t t e r e d  b r e a d  f r o m  g r a n d m a ’s 
k i t c h e n ,  w h i l e  f o r  t h e  a b u s e d 
p e r s o n ,  i t  m a y  r e m i n d  t h e m  o f 
b e i n g  w r o n g l y  t o u c h e d  b y  a 
c o u s i n  b e h i n d  t h e  k i t c h e n  a s 
t h e  s m e l l s  w a f t e d  f r o m  t h e  o p e n 

w i n d o w .
A s  m u c h  a s 

t h e  f i v e  s e n s -
e s  a r e  f o r e v -
e r  c o n n e c t e d 
t o  g o o d  a n d 
b a d  m o m e n t s , 
l e a r n i n g  t h a t 
t h e y  a r e  p a r t 
o f  t h e  s t o r y 
c a n  h e l p  w h e n 
a  p e r s o n  i s  r e -
m i n d e d  t o  s t o p 
w h a t  t h e y  a r e 

d o i n g  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e 
e v e n t  i s  p a s t  a n d  t o  s e e k  s a f e 
g r o u n d i n g  i n  t h e  m o m e n t .  T h a t 
b r i n g s  u s  t o  g r o u n d i n g  i n  f i v e 
s t e p s :  F o c u s  o n  f i v e  t h i n g s  t h a t 
y o u  c a n  s e e .  F o c u s  o n  f o u r  t h i n g s 
y o u  c a n  t o u c h .  F o c u s  o n  t h r e e 
t h i n g s  y o u  c a n  h e a r .  F o c u s  o n 
t w o  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n  s m e l l .  F o c u s 
o n  o n e  t h i n g  y o u  c a n  t a s t e .

S o,  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  f i v e  s e n s e s  a r e 
c o n n e c t e d  t o  o u r  p a s t  s t o r i e s ,  g o o d 
o r  b a d ,  t h e  f i v e  s e n s e s  c a n  a l s o  b e 
u s e d  t o  h e l p  u s  f i n d  s a f e t y  i n  t h e 
m o m e n t .  Tra ined profess ionals  are 
th e  b e s t  s o u r c e  o f  h e l p  w h e n  d e a l -
i n g  w i t h  p a s t  t r a u m a s  a n d  t h e  c a r e 
o f  s e l f  t h r o u g h  r e s t ,  p r o p e r  n u t r i -
t i o n ,  e xe r c i s e ,  t r a i n e d  h e l p e r s  a n d 
h e a l t h y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  k e y  i n 
m o v i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  t r a u m a  t h a t 
o c c u r s  i n  o u r  l i v e s . 

 (See TRAUMA Page 20)
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The Director's Take
News of Note from the Director of Evangelical Mission

Pastor Kevin 
Shock

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission

Yo u r  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  C o u n c i l  h a s 
b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  a  p r o c e s s  d u r i n g 
t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  t o  d i s c e r n 
o u r  i d e n t i t y  a n d  m i n i s t r y.

S o m e  p i e c e s  o f  t h a t  p r o c e s s  i n -
c l u d e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  o u r  t r e a -
s u r e s ,  o u r  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  o u r 
p a s s i o n s ;  t a k i n g  a  s u r v e y  a b o u t 
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  o u r  s h a r e d  m i n i s -
t r y  a n d  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s ;  a n d 
c o m p i l i n g  a  l i s t  o f  a c t i v e  w o r d s  t o 
d r i v e  o u r  m i n i s t r y.  A t  o u r  A l l e g h -
e n y  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y  o n  J u n e  1 7 , 
S y n o d  C o u n c i l  b r o u g h t  a  l i s t  o f 
1 9  a c t i o n  w o r d s .  T h e  g a t h e r e d  A s -
s e m b l y  w a s  t a s k e d  w i t h  c h o o s i n g 
t h e  t o p  s e v e n  w o r d s  t o  g u i d e  u s 
i n  m i n i s t r y .  T h e y  t h e n  t o o k  a  s e c -
o n d  v o t e  t o  n a r r o w  t h e  l i s t  d o w n 
t o  t h r e e  w o r d s .  T h e  a c t i o n  w o r d s 
t h e y  c h o s e  a r e :

LO V E
I N V I T E
A C C E P T
T h e  w o r d s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e  f i r s t 

c u t ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  s e c o n d  c u t  a r e :
E M P O W E R
E D U C AT E
C O N N E C T
C O L L A B O R AT E
T h e  c o u n c i l  t h e n  m e t  a t  t h e  e n d 

o f  J u l y  a t  C a m p  S e -
q u a n o t a  t o  e n g a g e 
i n  t h e  n e x t  s t e p s 
o f  o u r  p r o c e s s .  A l -
t h o u g h  w e  p l a n n e d 
f o r  t h r e e  m o r e 
s t e p s ,  w e  l e f t  r o o m 
f o r  m o r e  d i s c u s s i o n 
a n d  p r a y e r f u l  e d i t -
i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  n o t 

r u s h  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  o f  d i s -
c e r n m e n t .  W e  w e r e  h a p p y  w i t h 
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w o  s t e p s , 
i n s t e a d  o f  t h r e e ,  a n d  e v e n  m o r e 
h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  d e p t h  o f  c o n v e r s a -
t i o n  a n d  t h e  e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e 
w e  h a d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a n d  d i s -
c u s s i n g  m i n i s t r y.  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r 
r e t r e a t  w e  h a d  a  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t 
f o r  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d :

I N V I T I N G  P E O P L E  TO  LO V E  O N E 
A N OT H E R

A n d  a  v i s i o n  s t a t e m e n t :
A L L  C R E AT I O N  L I V I N G  I N  H A R M O -

N Y  W I T H  C H R I S T.
F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s , 

a  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  i s  d e f i n e d  a s 
a  s h o r t ,  m e m o r a b l e  p h r a s e  t h a t 
g u i d e s  u s  t o  l i v e  i n t o  w h o  w e  a r e 
e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  w h a t  w e  d o.  A  v i -
s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  w h a t 
w e  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  b e c o m i n g  w h e n 
w e  l i v e  o u t  o u r  m i s s i o n  w e l l . 
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ICYMI: SYNOD NEWS 
These are some of the churches Bishop Paula Schmitt and Assistant to the 
Bishop Pastor Kevin Shock visited during the past two months, along with 
some other news of note from around the Synod. 

The Allegheny 
Synod Candida-

cy Committee has 
announced that 

Claudia Plows has 
received a positive 
entrance decision. 

Entrance is the first 
step in the candi-
dacy process and 

means that Claudia 
may now begin to 

take classes at semi-
nary toward the goal 

of becoming a ros-
tered minister. 

Bishop Paula Schmitt, center facing camera, during 
worship on June 11 at First Lutheran in Altoona, be-
fore the Allegheny Synod Assembly .

Trinity Lutheran, Sidman

St. Paul's, Stoystown
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  7 )
T h e  D u n c a n s v i l l e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a c k n o w l -

e d g e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  R e c o n c i l i n g  i n  C h r i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  Pe n n s y l v a -
n i a .

TLL:  What  wi l l  th is  a l low for  your  church to  accompl ish?
DD:  Obtaining RIC status  a l lows Duncansvi l le  . . .  to  create  an inclus ive  and 

welcoming environment  where a l l  indiv iduals ,  regardless  of  their  sexual  or i -
entat ion,  gender  ident i t y,  or  gender  express ion,  feel  loved,  accepted,  and 
suppor ted in  their  fa i th  journey.  This  recognit ion emphasizes  the church's 
commitment  to  celebrat ing and suppor t ing ever y  person's  unique journey, 
foster ing an open communit y  that  embraces  divers i t y  and provides  outreach 
oppor tunit ies.

TLL:  Why is  i t  impor tant?
DD:  The RIC status  is  impor tant  because i t  ref lec ts  the church's  core  values  of 

love,  acceptance,  and belonging for  a l l  people,  which a l ign with the teachings 
of  Jesus.  By  adopting a  publ ic  statement  of  welcome and af f i rming indiv iduals 
of  d iverse  backgrounds,  the church can be a  beacon of  hope and demonstrate 
i ts  dedicat ion to  socia l  ministr y  and reconci l iat ion.

TLL:  Why are  you excited about  i t?
DD:  As  the v ice  pres ident  of  counci l ,  ser v ice  ministr y,  I  am excited about 

achieving RIC status  because i t  s igni f ies  a  meaningful  oppor tunit y  for  out-
reach and inclus ion.  I t  a l lows us  to  expand our  communit y,  demonstrat ing 
our  commitment  to  embracing a l l  of  God's  chi ldren and creat ing an authent ic 
welcome exper ience ta i lored to  the speci f ic  needs of  each indiv idual .

TLL:  What  was  the biggest  chal lenge dur ing the process?
DD:  Dur ing the process  of  obtaining RIC status,  our  congregat ion didn' t  en-

counter  any chal lenges  as  we have a lways  been a  welcoming and inclus ive 
communit y.  Our  commitment  to  embracing divers i t y  and af f i rming the wor th 
of  ever y  indiv idual  has  been a  cornerstone of  our  church's  values  for  years.  As 
a  result ,  adopting a  publ ic  statement  of  welcome for  indiv iduals  of  a l l  sexual 
or ientat ions,  gender  ident i t ies,  and gender  express ions,  as  wel l  as  committ ing 
to  rac ia l  equit y  and ant i - rac ism,  was  a  natural  progress ion for  us.  Our  church 
communit y  has  long been dedicated to  embodying the teachings  of  Jesus  and 
l iv ing out  the message of  love and acceptance for  a l l . 

RIC 1

 (See RIC 2, Page 16)
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HOFFMAN
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  6 )

" W e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  e x e c u t i n g 
m i n i s t r i e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t 
m a t t e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a c c e s s 
t h e m ,"  h e  s a i d .  "A l l  o f  t h i s  g i v e s 
m e  h o p e  t h a t  G o d  h a s  a  p l a n  f o r 
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  l i t t l e  c o r n e r  o f 
t h e  w o r l d  —  a n d  t h a t  g i v e s  m e 
h o p e ! "

 A t t r a c t i n g  g r o w i n g  f a m i l i e s  t o 
t h e  c h u r c h  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s u s -
t a i n a b l e  g r o w t h .   J e s s  s a i d  s h e 
w o r k s  w i t h  t h e  O u t r e a c h  a n d 
S t e w a r d s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  t o  f i n d 
w a y s  t o  r e a c h  y o u n g  f a m i l i e s .

" ( A ) n d  h e l p  t h e m  f e e l  w e l c o m e 
a n d  i n c l u d e d  i n  m i n i s t r i e s  e v e n 
i f  t h e y  a r e n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  a t t e n d 
S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s ,"  J e s s i c a  s a i d . 

" S o ,  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t s  t h a t  g e t 
t h i s  g o a l  r i g h t  m a k e  m e  e x c i t -
e d ,  l i k e  a  r e c e n t  c o m m u n i t y 
p a r a d e  w e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n d 
o u r  e c u m e n i c a l  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e 
S c h o o l  w i t h  f o u r  o t h e r  p a r i s h -
e s / c h u r c h e s  w h e r e  6 0 - p l u s  k i d s 
s p e n d  t h e  w e e k  t o g e t h e r ."

T h e  f a r m  k e e p s  t h e  H o f f m a n s 
b u s y . 

B u t  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  s o m e  d o w n 
t i m e ,  t h e y  e n j o y  g o i n g  c a m p -
i n g . 

T h e y  w a n t  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  s p e n d 
a  n i g h t  i n  e v e r y  P e n n s y l v a n i a 
s t a t e  p a r k .  T h e y  a l s o  e n j o y  c o o k -
i n g  a n d  c u l i n a r y  a d v e n t u r e s .

" Ye s ,  c a m p i n g  h a s  b e e n  a  w o n -
d e r f u l  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  f a m i l y 
l i f e ,"  J e s s i c a  a d d e d .  " T h e  k i d s 

k e e p  m e  p r e t t y  b u s y  ( a n d  t h e 
f a r m  k e e p s  B e n  b u s y ,  a s  h e  s a i d ) , 
b u t  I  l o v e  t o  h i k e ,  t o o ,  a n d  w h e n 
I  a m  n o t  p r e g n a n t ,  I  h a v e  b e e n 
d r a g g i n g  B e n  a n d  s o m e t i m e s 
t h e  k i d s  t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  t r a i l s .  W e 
d o  l o v e  f o o d  a n d  I ’ m  e x c i t e d  t o 
b e  t u r n i n g  t h e  k i d s  i n t o  p s e u -
d o - f o o d i e s ."  †

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
B e n  a n d  J e s s i c a  H o f f m a n ,  w i t h 
c h i l d r e n  J a c o b ,  7 ,  R u t h ,  5 ,  a n d 
J a n e ,  2 .

(Faith Matters is on the next page)
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FAITH MATTERS

T H E  L U T H E R A N  L E T T E R :  W h a t  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  m o s t 
l a t e l y ?

B E N  H O F F M A N :  C o m m o n  g r o u n d  a n d  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g .  O u r  w o r l d  i s  s o  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  f r a c t u r e d  —  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y , 
e t c . ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  s e e m  t o  j u s t  t a l k  p a s t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n s t e a d  o f  t a l k i n g 
t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  S o  m a n y  f o l k s  f e e l  h o p e l e s s ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  s o m e  o f  i t 
s t e m s  f r o m  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  i s  m a d e  d u e  t o  o u r  d i v i s i o n .

J E S S I C A  H O F F M A N :  T h e  p a t i e n c e  a n d  t r u e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  l o v e  n e c e s -
s a r y  t o  b e  t h e  p a r e n t  I  n e e d  t o  b e .  I t ’s  a  h u m b l i n g  s e a s o n  o f  l i f e  t o  b e 
t h e  p a r e n t  o f  y o u n g  k i d s ,  b u t  i t ’s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  I t ’s  b e e n  s t r i k i n g  t o 
m e  h o w  m u c h  m y  f o c u s  h a s  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e m  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

T L L :  W h a t ' s  y o u r  f i r s t  m e m o r y  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  L u t h e r a n  f a i t h ?
B H :  I  g r e w  u p  i n  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  ( i n  t h e  s a m e  c h u r c h  I  a t t e n d  t o -

d a y ) .  I  r e m e m b e r  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  C h r i s t m a s 
E v e  a n d  E a s t e r  S u n d a y  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  s i n g i n g  i n  t h e  c h o i r .

J H :  W h e n  B e n  a n d  I  w e r e  d e c i d i n g  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  a f t e r  w e 
w e r e  e n g a g e d ,  I  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h  w i t h  h i m .  I  g r e w  u p  l o c a l -
l y  a n d  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  a s  a  t e e n .  I  n e v e r  f e l t  c o n -
n e c t e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  i t s e l f  d u r i n g  m y  t e e n  a n d  y o u n g  a d u l t  y e a r s . 
D u r i n g  c o l l e g e ,  I  s u s p e c t e d  I  w a s  a g n o s t i c .  I  d o  l i k e  t o  t e l l  p e o p l e 
t o  t r y  v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  L u t h e r a n  w o r -
s h i p / M a s s  s t y l e  a n d  t h e  l i t u r g y  f e e d  m y  s o u l  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  t h e 
c h u r c h  o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d .  M a n y  p e o p l e  s e e  t h e m  a s  s i m i l a r ,  b u t  I 
d o n ’ t .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  a  g i f t  f r o m  G o d  t h a t  I  f o u n d 
a  s p i r i t u a l  h o m e  i n  m y  h u s b a n d ’ s  h o m e  c h u r c h  a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
t r a d i t i o n .

T L L :  W h a t ' s  o n e  m e s s a g e  y o u  h a v e  f o r  a n y o n e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t t e n d -
i n g  a  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h ?

B H :  B e  o p e n - m i n d e d  a n d  d o n ’ t  b e  i n t i m i d a t e d !   A t t e n d i n g  a  c h u r c h 
w i t h  a  l i t u r g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  ( l i k e  L u t h e r a n i s m )  c a n  b e  a  d a u n t i n g  e x -
p e r i e n c e  —  t r y i n g  t o  f o l l o w  a l o n g ,  a l l  o f  t h e  c a l l  a n d  r e s p o n s e ,  e t c . 
I  w o u l d  t e l l  f o l k s  n o t  t o  g e t  t o o  c a u g h t  u p  i n  i t  —  i f  y o u  l o s e  y o u r 
p l a c e ,  d o n ’ t  s a y  a l l  o f  t h e  w o r d s  r i g h t ,  e t c .  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  g e t  a  l o t 
o u t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  n o  o n e  w i l l  j u d g e  y o u  f o r  i t .  W e ’ r e  h a p p y  t o 
h a v e  y o u  h e r e ,  a n d  i f  y o u  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  a  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h ,  o d d s  a r e 
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t  a f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e !  †
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RIC 2
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 3 )

Fr o m  t h e  o u t s e t ,  w e  h a v e  f o s t e r e d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  f e e l s 
l o v e d ,  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e i r  f a i t h  j o u r n e y.  T h i s  h a r m o n i o u s  p r o -
c e s s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  R I C  s t a t u s  s e r v e s  a s  a n  i n s p i r i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  o u r  o n g o i n g 
w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  c r e a t i n g  a  s a f e  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  s p a c e  t h a t  c e l e -
b r a t e s  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  e x t e n d s  a  s i n c e r e  w e l c o m e  t o  a l l .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d 
t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  R e c o n c i l i n g  W o r k s  a s  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  R e c o n c i l i n g 
i n  C h r i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a n d  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  w a y s 
t o  d e e p e n  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d  a d v o c a c y .  O u r  c h u r c h ' s 
v a l u e s  r e m a i n  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  e m b r a c i n g  a l l  o f  G o d ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  a c -
t i v e l y  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h , 
a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a  l i v e d  r e a l i t y  o f  l o v e ,  a c c e p -
t a n c e ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  j o u r n e y ,  w e  s t r i v e  t o  b e  a  p o s i t i v e 
f o r c e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  b e y o n d ,  a s  w e  l i v e  o u t  t h e  L o v e  o f  G o d , 
e m b r a c e  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  h o n o r  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ' s  g u i d a n c e .

T L L :  A n y  a d v i c e  f o r  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s ?
D D :  F o r  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  p u r s u i n g  R I C  s t a t u s  o r  s i m i l a r 

a f f i r m i n g  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  I  w o u l d  a d v i s e  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  o p e n  c o n v e r s a -
t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  E n g a g e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r 
L G B T Q I A +  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  r a c i a l  e q u i t y ,  a n d  a n t i - r a c i s t  e f f o r t s .  S e e k  g u i d -
a n c e  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  R e c o n c i l i n g  W o r k s  t o  t a i l o r  a n  a u t h e n -
t i c  w e l c o m e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  v a l u e s  a n d  s p e c i f i c 
c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s .

T L L :  W h a t  d o  y o u  h o p e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  n e x t ?
D D :  W i t h  R I C  s t a t u s  a c h i e v e d ,  o u r  c h u r c h ' s  n e x t  g o a l  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e 

d e e p e n i n g  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d  a d v o c a c y .  W e  w a n t  t o 
a c t i v e l y  w o r k  t o w a r d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h , 
a l l o w i n g  a l l  o f  G o d ' s  B e l o v e d s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a  l i v e d  r e a l i t y  o f  l o v e ,  a c -
c e p t a n c e ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g.  We  w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  b e  a  p o s i t i v e  f o r c e  i n  o u r  c o m -
m u n i t y,  c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  r a c i a l  e q u i t y  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e 
t o  l i v e  o u t  t h e  Lo v e  o f  G o d ,  e m b r a c e  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  h o n o r  t h e 
H o l y  S p i r i t ' s  g u i d a n c e .  †

' T H R O U G H  T H I S  J O U R N E Y,  W E  S T R I V E  TO  B E  A 
P O S I T I V E  F O R C E  I N  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y  A N D  B E YO N D.'
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By PASTOR TRACI A. MARRIOTT

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Martinsburg

T h e  W e e k e n d ,  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n -
o d ' s  j u n i o r / s e n i o r  h i g h  r e t r e a t ,  r e -
t u r n s  t h i s  D e c .  8 - 1 0  t o  H u n t i n g d o n .

O p e n  t o  s i x t h  t h r o u g h  1 2 t h  g r a d -
e r s ,  T h e  W e e k e n d  c o m b i n e s  f e l l o w -
s h i p ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  m u s i c , 
a n d  w o r s h i p  p l a n n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y 
f o r  o u r  a r e a  y o u t h .  P a s t o r s  a n d  l a y 
l e a d e r s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r 
y o u n g  m e m b e r s  ( a n d  m e m b e r s ' 
f r i e n d s )  t o  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  y o u t h 
f r o m  t h e  w i d e r  c h u r c h .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  S y n o d  s p o n s o r e d 
s e r v i c e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t r i p s  f o r 
y o u t h  i n  b o t h  t h e  s u m m e r s  o f  2 0 2 2 
a n d  2 0 2 3 ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S y n o d 
y o u t h  r e t r e a t  s i n c e  2 0 1 9 .  A s  s c h e d -
u l e s  h a v e  f i l l e d  b a c k  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g 
s i n c e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  T h e  We e k e n d 
i s  p l a n n e d  w i t h  i n t e n t i o n a l  t i m e 
f o r  r e s p i t e  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
y o u t h  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  a  n u m b e r  o f 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p t i o n s  t o  m a k e  T h e 
We e k e n d  t h e i r  o w n .

S t .  J a m e s  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n 
H u n t i n g d o n  h a s  g r a c i o u s l y  o f f e r e d 
t o  h o s t  t h e  e v e n t .  Pa r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l 
b e  h o u s e d  a  s h o r t  w a l k  a w a y  a t  t h e 
C o m f o r t  I n n .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  t e a m 
h a v e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  w o r k i n g 
w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  S y n o d ' s  y o u t h  i n 
o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  a t  C a m p  S e q u a -
n o t a ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t r i p s  a n d  o t h e r 
c o o p e r a t i v e  m i n i s t r i e s .  I n  r e c e n t 

y e a r s ,  w e  h a v e  f o u n d  i t  m o r e  d i f f i -
cult  to  est imate who and how many 
folks  wi l l  be  interested in  church 
events  — youth or  adults  — as  the 
pandemic  seems to  have changed the 
way people  think about  long-range 
planning.   However,  we hope that 
the youth who have been engaged in 
these recent  Al legheny Synod ac t iv i -
t ies  wi l l  welcome another  chance to 
gather  again in  intent ional  commu-
nit y.

The planning team also worked to -
gether  to  wr i te  " The Boo k "  a s  a  r e -
s o u r c e  f o r  y o u t h  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a n d 
e x t e n d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  a f t e r  T h e 
W e e k e n d .  

" T h e  B o o k ,"  w h i c h  w a s  f u n d e d  b y 
t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s e v e r a l  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  S y n o d  C o u n c i l ,  i s 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  S y n o d  o f f i c e  i n 
A l t o o n a .  †

It's Going to Be a Big Weekend

S u b m i t t e d  p h o t o
" T h e  B o o k " 
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(Continued from Page 2)
We’ v e  w o r s h i p e d  p r e t t y  m u c h  i n 

t h e  s a m e  w a y  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c a n  r e -
m e m b e r  —  a n d  p r o b a b l y  f o r  a s  l o n g 
a s  m a n y  o f  y o u  c a n  r e m e m b e r.  We 
h a v e  l e a r n e d  n e w  h y m n s ,  a d a p t e d 
t o  n e w  l i t u r g y  s e t t i n g s  a n d  s o m e -
t i m e s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  m o r e  c o n t e m -
p o r a r y  s t y l e s  o f  w o r s h i p.  A l l  o f  t h a t 
h a s  b e e n  g o o d  a n d  h e l p f u l .  B u t ,  a s 
w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  i t ’s  n o t  e n o u g h .  

I  t h i n k  i n  a  p a s t  i s s u e  o f  T h e  Lu -
t h e r a n  Le t t e r  I  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  n o  l o n -
g e r  b o a t s  o f  p e o p l e  c oming to  the 
United States  f rom Europe to  f i l l  our 
church pews and i t  i s  no longer  the 
norm for  indiv iduals  or  fami l ies  to 
get  up on Sunday and go to  church.  

Al l  of  th is  might  sound a  bit  doom-
and- gloom.  I t ’s  not  meant  to  sound 
that  way.  These are  real i t ies  we must 
face and f ind ways  to  address.  There 
are  congregat ions  in  our  Synod that 
are  meet ing these real i t ies  head- on 
and in  some cases,  are  beginning to 
thr ive  once again .  Both Pastor  Kevin 
and I  have been to  one congregat ion 
that  does  not  have a  regular ly  ca l led 
pastor,  and yet  there  have been a 
number  of  bapt isms of  adults  and 
chi ldren a l ike,  a  steady,  st rong pres-
ence in  worship and outreach minis-
t r ies  that  suppor t  those in  need in 
their  communit y.  

Recent ly,  Pastor  Kevin  asked some 
of  the leaders,  “ What  are  you doing 
that  i s  inspir ing this?”  

The answer  was,  “ I  don’t  th ink we 
are  doing anything specia l .  We are 

invit ing people  to  worship and we 
are  praying for  them.” A recent  sta-
t ist ic  about  church attendance indi-
cated that  more than 60% of  people 
who star ted going to  church more 
regular ly  d id  so because someone 
i n v i t e d  t h e m .  

I f  y o u’ v e  b e e n  f o l l o w i n g  a l o n g 
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e s  f r o m 
o u r  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y,  y o u  k n o w  t h a t 
v o t i n g  m e m b e r s  c h o s e  w o r d s  f r o m 
a  l i s t  m a d e  b y  y o u r  S y n o d  C o u n c i l 
s o  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  d i s c e r n  a  n e w  m i s -
s i o n  s t a t e m e n t .  O n e  o f  t h e  w o r d s 
t h a t  m a d e  i t  t o  t h e  t o p  w a s  i n v i t e . 

T h e  S y n o d  C o u n c i l  h a s  c o m e  u p 
w i t h  a  n e w  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t .  R e a d 
Pa s t o r  K e v i n’s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e 
t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  our mission and 
vision statement.  

Inviting people and praying for them 
is pretty special. I often tell people 
who ask me about the situation we face 
in church that people want to feel as 
though they belong in a community, as 
though they matter and fit in. If I knew 
people in a congregation were praying 
for me, I would feel a certain sense of 
connection to that community and want 
to be part of it. I am very fortunate to 
have that in the congregation I attend. 
Even though I am not there very often 
because I  am on the road, when I  am 
there, I  feel connected to the commu-
nity because I  know they are praying 
for me and I  have been made to feel 
as though I  am part of who they are in 
the body of Christ. 

BISHOP 1

 (See BISHOP 2, Page 19)
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BISHOP 2
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 8 )

You might say that ’s just because I 
am the bishop. I don’t think that’s true 
— and I have seen that it isn’t, because 
new people have come to that congre-
gation, too.  

Inviting is not a strong point for most 
Lutherans. I believe it ’s because for a 
long time, we didn’t have to invite peo-
ple. People were coming to the United 
States and settling in our towns and 
villages and going to church. That’s no 
longer the case. And, we live in a differ-
ent time. People’s lives get consumed 
with other things and church gets lower 
on the priority list. Chances are, people 
"want" to come to church, but since they 
may not have been there in a while, they 
feel awkward, wonder if they’ll know 
anyone, and aren’t sure they will feel 
welcome. A simple invitation could push 
someone who has been thinking about 
returning, to do so. And, the invitation, 
if it is to carry some weight, should be 
in-person. It ’s great to send a card or 
have a “you’re invited” in the newsletter, 
but nothing beats a personal invitation 
from a friend, family member, or neigh-
bor. You have no idea what it means to 
someone to know that they are missed, 
valued and cared about — even when 
they are not participating in the same 
way. And, you never know what’s going 
on with someone. There may have had 
an angry word spoken to them, which is 
making it hard to return, there may be 
a memory of a loved one who has died 
that is keeping someone away, there 
may be any number of reasons that 

someone stops coming to church. Our 
responsibility is not to judge that rea-
son, but to be praying for those people 
and when we see them, inviting them. 
When we do invite people, we need to 
be ready for them to attend; make sure 
they are greeted when they arrive; in-
troduce them to others and have the 
coffee on.

Invite someone. They may not take 
you up on the offer the first time you 
do it. But, don’t give up. Next time you 
see them, let them know your church is 
having an event or there’ll be fresh cof-
fee and cookies,  or you’l l  save them a 
seat.  And, most importantly,  pray for 
them. Pray for the people who aren’t 
there. Pray for their families.  Pray for 
yourselves,  too, because it  takes cour-
age to invite others.  God’s Work. Our 
Hands. Sunday is a good opportuni-
ty to invite people who haven’t been 
there for a while.  A community service 
project could be a re -entry point for 
someone who has been trying to find 
a reason to come back. Your project 
doesn’t have to be complicated: writ-
ing notes to people in a nursing home; 
packaging cookies for f irst responders; 
assembling school k its;  making emer-
gency k its for the local shelter,  paint-
ing a neighbor ’s garage door;  weeding 
an elderly couple’s f lower beds. The 
important thing is the invitation.

Friends be open to how the Holy Spir-
it  will  change you when you start in-
viting others into the beloved commu-
nity of faith. I  am cheering for you.  

+Bishop Paula
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By DEACON ALICIA ANDERSON

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn State

W h e n  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  y o u 
m a d e  a  b i g  t r a n s i t i o n ?  H o w  d i d 
i t  g o ?  W h a t  d i d  y o u  d o  t o  h e l p 
m a n a g e  a l l  t h e  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e 
n e w  s i t u a t i o n ?  H o w  l o n g  d i d  i t 
t a k e  t o  f i n d  y o u r  r h y t h m  a n d  f e e l 
c o m f o r t a b l e ?

E v e r y  f a l l ,  I  a m  s t r u c k  b y  h o w 
o v e r w h e l m i n g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e 
s c h o o l  y e a r  i s  o n  c a m p u s .  F o r 
m o s t  p e o p l e ,  n e a r l y  e v e r y t h i n g 
i s  n e w  a n d  t h e  i n i t i a l  w e e k s  a r e 
s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  b l u r . 

T h e r e  a r e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  c l a s s -
r o o m s  t o  f i n d ,  f a c u l t y  t o  m e e t 
a n d  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w ,  c l a s s w o r k 
w i t h  l o t s  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  r e -
q u i r e m e n t s ,  h o u s i n g  s i t u a t i o n s 
t o  s o r t  o u t ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  c l a s s -
m a t e s  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h ,  f a m i l y 
a n d  l o v e d  o n e s  a t  h o m e  t o  k e e p 
i n  t o u c h  w i t h ,  w o r k - s t u d y  t o 
m a k e  t i m e  f o r  . . .  t h e  l i s t  i s  e n d -
l e s s .

A m o n g  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e l p 
s t u d e n t s  ( a s  w e l l  a s  f a c u l t y  a n d 
s t a f f )  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  n e w  y e a r  i s 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u -
n i t y  i s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t a r t -
o f - t h e - y e a r  t r a n s i t i o n  t o g e t h e r . 

E v e r y o n e  i s  g e t t i n g  u s e d  t o  a 
n e w  s c h e d u l e  a n d  n e w  p e o p l e 
a n d  n e w  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  t h e r e 
i s  c o m f o r t  i n  t h a t  s h a r e d  e x p e -
r i e n c e . 

O n e  o f  t h e  g i f t s  s t u d e n t s  f i n d 
w h e n  t h e y  g a t h e r  f o r  w o r s h i p  a n d 
d i n n e r  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o g e t h -
e r  i s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e 
c h a l l e n g e s  e v e r y o n e  i s  f a c i n g ,  t o 
h e a r  f r o m  o t h e r s  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y 
a r e  s u c c e e d i n g  o r  f a i l i n g  t o  s o r t 
t h i n g s  o u t ,  a n d  t o  b e  r e m i n d e d 
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  l o v e d  a n d  c l a i m e d 
b y  G o d ,  w h o  w i l l  n e v e r  l e t  t h e m 
g o  ( n o  m a t t e r  h o w  m a n y  t i m e s 
t h e y  g o t  l o s t  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  c l a s s 
t h i s  w e e k ) . 

W e  h e a r  f r o m  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e y 
a r e  g r a t e f u l  L u t h e r a n  C a m p u s 
M i n i s t r y  p r o v i d e s  a  s a f e  a n d  l o v -
i n g  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e 
w e l c o m e  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  w h e r e  t h e y 
d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h i n g s 
l i k e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r 
a r e n ' t  h a r d ,  w h e r e  p e o p l e  w i l l 
w a l k  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  c h a l l e n g -
e s  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  c o l l e g e 
l i f e . 

A  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  e n c o u n -
t e r  t h e  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  l o v e  o f 
G o d .

P l e a s e  j o i n  m e  i n  p r a y i n g  f o r 
s t u d e n t s  a t  P e n n  S t a t e  a n d  o t h e r 
c o l l e g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  P r a y 
f o r  c o u r a g e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e . 
P r a y  f o r  g o o d  j u d g e m e n t  a n d 
w i s e  c h o i c e s . 

P r a y  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  f i n d  c o m -
m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a u t h e n t i c  a n d 
s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h  i n  l o v e .  P r a y  t h a t 
t h e y  h e a r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  l o v e d  b y 
G o d ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t .  †

A Season of Transtion on Campus
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TRAUMA
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 0 )

A s  a  p e r s o n  o f  f a i t h ,  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  G o d ,  o u r  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y , 
a n d  p r a y e r  p a r t n e r s  a r e  a  b l e s s i n g  b e y o n d  m e a s u r e  w h e n  t r u s t  i s 
g a i n e d  a n d  s t o r i e s  a r e  s h a r e d .  W h e n  w e  b e g i n  t o  r e v e a l  o u r  p a i n  i n 
s a f e  p l a c e s ,  w e  b e g i n  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a n d  l i v e  a s  w e 
a r e  i n t e n d e d  a s  c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d .  †

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 1 )
Our vision is not something we will 

ever achieve on our own, but rather 
serves as an end goal,  far in the dis-
tance, to look toward as we l ive our 
mission and ministry.  Our mission 
helps us to keep focused on ministry 
and serves as a touchstone for all  our 
decisions. Even as we vote on money 
issues or the logistical necessities of 
being the church, we would be well-
served to ask ourselves,  “Does this 
decision (help us to) invite people to 
love one another?” Imagine what our 
ministry might look l ike if  we always 
followed the command of Jesus and 
encouraged one another to do the 
same.

I  hope you can see some obvious ways 
that the words chosen by the Synod 
Assembly shine through in our mis-
sion and vision statements.  I  assure 
you that those same words guided our 
discussions, even if  they didn’t appear 
in the statements explicitly.  As Syn-
od Council  was engaged with one an-
other and this discernment process at 
our retreat,  we considered that these 
statements would speak primarily to 

our ministry as the lay and ordained 
leadership of the Allegheny Synod, 
and yet we also hoped to develop 
statements that would guide all  of the 
congregations and people in the Al-
legheny Synod in l iving out the gospel 
in the world. In fact,  we discussed that 
these statements could be adopted by 
individual congregations and minis-
tries who might not have mission and 
vision statements or might feel that 
their current ones are  o u t d a t e d ,  i r -
r e l e v a n t ,  o r  f o r g e t t a b l e .

T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y 
S y n o d  p l a n s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  s t a t e -
m e n t s  o f t e n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a m i l i a r -
i z e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  w i t h  o u r 
i d e n t i t y  a s  E LC A  f o l l o w e r s  o f  C h r i s t 
i n  t h i s  A l l e g h e n y  r e g i o n .  I  e n c o u r -
a g e  y o u  t o  l e a r n  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s 
b y  h e a r t ,  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e m  i n  y o u r 
d a i l y  l i v i n g,  a n d  t o  l e t  t h e m  g u i d e 
y o u  i n  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t r i e s .  H o w e v e r  y o u 
u s e  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  w e  p r a y  t h a t 
y o u r  l i f e  a n d  y o u r  m i n i s t r y  i s  a b o u t 
i n v i t i n g  p e o p l e  t o  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r 
w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f  a l l  c r e a t i o n  l i v i n g 
i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  C h r i s t .  †

DEM
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BEFORE you GO
I  recent ly  took on the planning role  for  a  communit y  projec t . 

I t ' s  not  something I  have a  lot  of  exper ience doing.  I  have led teams 
before,  and on t ight  deadl ines  ( I  used to  be a  newspaper  editor) .  This 
one is  a  l i t t le  bi t  d i f ferent ,  involv ing mult iple  groups.  I  have a  lot  of 
s ide projec ts,  many of  them are  par t  of  the way I  make a  l iv ing.  So, 
i t ' s  sometimes di f f icult  to  squeeze another  projec t  into the schedule. 

I  th ink I  am at  capacit y  for  now. 

A message at  church the other  week keyed in  on how much t ime we 
give to  God.  Are  we shoe -horning him into our  schedules?  I t ' s  easy  to 
shake our  heads dur ing these t ypes  of  sermons,  ack nowledging that 
God should come f i rst  in  our  l ives.  But ,  sometimes i t ' s  hard to  provide 
the proof  that  things  play  out  that  way,  at  least  for  me. 

The work  I  do,  and the communit y  projec ts  I  take par t  in ,  are  a l l 
great  things  that  I  th ink are  good t ime investments,  th ings  that  make 
the communit y  better. 

But ,  nothing improves  l ives,  and communit ies,  better  than God's 
work .  Reading about  the ef for ts  of  the Synod's  miss ion tr ip  to  Flor ida 
is  a  good reminder.  I f  you missed i t ,  be  sure  to  read the update in  this 
i ssue.  The great  photos  that  were submitted te l l  the stor y  wel l ,  too. 

I t  was  a  reminder  for  me that ,  whi le  i t ' s  impor tant  to  do good work 
in  the communit y,  i t ' s  more impor tant  to  manage our  t ime so we are 
doing God's  work . 

We' l l  keep highl ight ing great  examples  in  The Lutheran Letter.  †

—  R i c k  K a z m e r

Time Management
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Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

In addition to paying interest,  
MIF Term Investments also pay it forward. 

Used an MIF loan to 
remodel the low-
income apartments 
the church rents to 
Togolese refugees, 
thus making their 
new homes a whole 
lot homier.

Lutheran Church of 
Christ the Redeemer 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

The Mission Investment Fund offers a wide range of 
investment opportunities to help individuals, congregations 
and organizations achieve their financial goals. What’s 
more, when you invest with MIF, your investment finances 
loans to ELCA congregations like Christ the Redeemer. To 
learn more about our investments and loans, contact us at 
mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans

https://www.mif.elca.org/

