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Trusting God's Vision
G r a c e  t o  y o u  a n d  p e a c e  f r o m 

G o d  o u r  Fa t h e r  a n d  o u r  L o r d 
a n d  S a v i o r,  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

I  h o p e  y o u r  E a s t e r  s e a s o n 
w a s  f u l l  o f  h o p e  a n d  j o y.  A s 
w e  e n t e r  O r d i n a r y  T i m e  i n  t h e 
s e a s o n  o f  Pe n t e c o s t ,  o u r  l i v e s 
t o g e t h e r  w i l l  b e  a n y t h i n g  b u t 
o r d i n a r y.  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l 
e v e n t s  p l a n n e d  t o  c o n t i n u e 
y o u r  g r o w t h  i n  f a i t h  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d 
n e i g h b o r s  i n  o u r  S y n o d .

O u r  S y n o d ’s  A s s e m b l y  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n 
S a t u r d a y,  J u n e  1 7 ,  a t  t h e  B l a i r  C o u n t y  C o n -
v e n t i o n  C e n t e r.  We  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a 
d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  f o r  o u r  A s s e m b l y  t h i s  y e a r. 
O n  S u n d a y,  J u n e  1 1 ,  a t  4  p. m .  w e  w i l l  g a t h e r 
a t  F i r s t  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  A l t o o n a  f o r  o u r 
o p e n i n g  w o r s h i p.  T h i s  t i m e  w i l l  a l l o w  u s  t o 
c e l e b r a t e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  r u s h  o f  a l l 
t h e  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y  o n 
o u r  m i n d s .  T h e  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e  i s  f o r  a n y o n e 
t o  a t t e n d  —  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l !

O n  Tu e s d a y,  J u n e  1 3 ,  a t  6  p. m .  a n d  a g a i n 
o n  T h u r s d a y,  J u n e  1 5 ,  t w o  o n l i n e  i n t e r a c t i v e 
B i b l e  s t u d i e s  w i l l  b e  l e d  b y  o u r  E LC A  C h u r c h -
w i d e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K r i s t e n  O p a l i n s k i .  K r i s -
t e n  i s  t h e  E c u m e n i c a l  a n d  I n t e r - r e l i g i o u s 
R e l a t i o n s  m a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  E LC A  a n d  a  n a t i v e 
o f  We s t e r n  Pe n n s y l v a n i a .  S h e  w i l l  j o i n  u s  v i a 
Z o o m  f o r  a  t i m e  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  s t u d y  b a s e d 
o n  o u r  A s s e m b l y ’s  t h e m e ,  " C h r i s t  U n i t e s  U s ." 
T h e s e  s t u d i e s  a r e  o p e n  t o  a n y o n e  a n d  w e 
e n c o u r a g e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  v o t i n g  m e m b e r s 
t o  a t t e n d . 

A Message from Bishop Paula Schmitt

 (See BISHOP, Page 23)

Bishop Paula 
Schmitt
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Trusting God's Vision

Lutheran Letter Patrons
Thanks to these individuals and groups for their generous donations, 

which helped to make this issue of The Lutheran Letter possible. 

PAT R O N S :  A n o n y m o u s  -  B i s h o p  E m e r i -
t u s  G r e g o r y  &  B a r b a r a  P i l e  -  H e r k  &  C o n -
n i e  H u b b a r d  -  K i r b y  &  S u s a n  B a r c l a y  - 
Lo w e l l  &  C a r n a  Fr i e d l i n e  -  Pa s t o r s  J i m 
&  R e b e c c a  We s t  -  S a n d r a  Pa r k e r  H a l l  & 
D e n n i s  K .  H a l l  -  T h e  R e v.  J o h n ,  G a i l  & 
A l y c e  Pa l k o  -  T h e  R e v.  N a n c y  L .  H o o v e r  - 
T h e  R e v.  S u s a n  M a z e r  Wi n g e r  &  M r.  L a r -
r y  L .  M a z e r
I N  H O N O R  O F :  B i s h o p  E m e r i t u s  G r e g o r y 
P i l e  b y  A n o n y m o u s  -  S e q u a n o t a  C o n f e r -
e n c e  C e n t e r  &  C a m p  b y  R e v s .  B o b  &  E l -
e a n o r  A b a r n o
I N  M E M O RY  O F :  J e f f  M c C r e a d y  b y  M a r y 
J a n e  M c C r e a d y  -  Pa s t o r s  C h r i s  &  Pa t 
R a m s e y  b y  C h e r i e  &  L a r r y  S h a n n o n  -  T h e 
R e v.  D o n a l d  R .  T h o m a s  b y  R o b e r t  &  L i n -
d a  M c E l r o y  T h o m a s  -  T h e  R e v.  R o b e r t  G . 
W h i s l e r

Scene of the Edition

Photo by Bishop Paula Schmitt

The skyline March 6 in Somerset 
County.  
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 (See TRAVEL 1, Page 12)

T h i s  J a n u a r y,  I  t r a v e l e d  t o  Tu r k e y 
a n d  G r e e c e  w i t h  a  g r o u p  f r o m 

U n i t e d  Lu t h e r a n  S e m i n a r y.  Pr o f e s -
s o r  M a r k  V i t a l i s  H o f f m a n  o r g a n i z e d 
t h e  t r i p  a n d  n a m e d  i t  “ I n  t h e  S t e p s 
o f  Pa u l  a n d  R e v e l a t i o n :  A  N e w  Te s -
t a m e n t  J o u r n e y.” To g e t h e r,  d u r i n g 
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  1 7  d a y s ,  1 , 7 0 0  b u s 
m i l e s  a n d  1 1 , 0 0 0  a i r  m i l e s ,  w e  v i s i t -
e d  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  s i t e s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t 
w o r l d . 

T h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l  a n d 
J o h n  o f  P a t m o s  c a m e  t o  l i f e .

I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  Tu r k e y  h a s 
s p e n t  a n  e n o r m o u s  n u m b e r  o f  r e -
s o u r c e s  o n  t h e s e  s i t e s . 

I  c a n n o t  c o u n t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 
t i m e s  o u r  p r o f e s s o r  s a i d ,  “ O h !  T h a t 
w a s n ’ t  h e r e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I  v i s i t e d ! ” 

E v e n  w i t h  t h e  r e n e w e d  e f f o r t s , 
t h e  s i t e s  s h o w c a s e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e 
o f  e x c a v a t i o n  a n d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p r o g r e s s . 

T h e  r u i n s  o f  C o l o s s a e ,  a  c i t y  t h a t 
o n c e  h a d  3 0 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  r e -
m a i n e d  u n d e r  l a y e r s  o f  e a r t h . 

T h e  s h a p e  o f  i t s  5 , 0 0 0 - s e a t  t h e -
a t r e  a n d  a  f e w  m a r b l e  c o l u m n s 
t h a t  h a d  w o r k e d  t h e i r  w a y  t o  t h e 
s u r f a c e  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  r e c o g n i z -
a b l e  o b j e c t s .  J u s t  n i n e  m i l e s  a w a y 
a r e  t h e  r u i n s  o f  L a o d i c e a . 

T h i s  c i t y  o f  5 0 , 0 0 0  h a s  b e e n  e x -
t e n s i v e l y  r e b u i l t  a n d  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f 
d a y d r e a m i n g  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  w o r l d 
a s  I  g o t  l o s t  i n  i t s  g l e a m i n g  c o l o n -
n a d e d  s t r e e t s .

Ruins Connected by the Gospel
Travels to Turkey & Greece

Story & Photos by PASTOR DAVID BOWMAN
Zion Lutheran Church, Hollidaysburg L a o d i c e a ,  Tu r -

k e y :   Co l u m n s 
o f  t h e  a g o r a 

( o u t d o o r  m a r -
k e t p l a c e )  w i t h 
a n  u n e xc a v a t -

e d  m o u n d  o f 
e a r t h .
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MAY
Week 1: 

Cedar Grove 
Lutheran, Cedar 

Grove
Week 2: Spring 

Mills Parish: New 
Hope Lutheran, 

Spring Mills; and 
St. John Union, 
Farmers Mills

Week 3: Trinity 
Lutheran, Sidman
Week 4: St. Luke 

Lutheran, Mt. 
Union

JUNE
Week 1: 

St. Paul Lutheran, 
Johnstown 

Week 2:  St. Mark 
Lutheran, 

Pleasant Gap
Week 3: Trinity 

Lutheran, 
Johnstown 

Week 4: 
Mountain Saints 
Parish: St. John, 

Addison; St. Paul, 
Fort Hill; Mt. Car-
mel, Meyersdale; 

and Mt. Tabor, 
Garrett

 (See RICHARD, Page 9)

BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

T h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  l o s t  a  l o n g - t i m e  l e a d e r 
i n  Fe b r u a r y. 

R i c h a r d  L .  S t e u e r n a g l e ,  w h o  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  h a d 
s e r v e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  b i s h o p,  d i e d  Fe b.  3 
a t  a g e  7 3  i n  Pe n n  H i g h l a n d s  D u B o i s  H o s p i t a l . 

H e  h a d  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  C h r i s t  Lu t h e r a n 
C h u r c h ,  w h e r e  h e  h a d  s u n g  i n  t h e  c h o i r,  w a s 
a  c a t e c h i s m  t e a c h e r  a n d  w a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o 
c h u r c h - w i d e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  o b i t -
u a r y. 

M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r  w o r k e d  w i t h  S t e u e r n a g l e 
i n  v a r i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  c a p a c i t i e s  a t  t h e  s y n o d  o f f i c e  d u r i n g 
t h e  y e a r s . 

" I  k n e w  D i c k  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  m a n y,  m a n y  f o n d 
m e m o r i e s .  N e v e r  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  d i d  I   h e a r  h i m  r a i s e  h i s  v o i c e , 
c u r s e  o r  s w e a r  .  .  .  a l w a y s  w a s  a  m a n  w i t h  f e w  w o r d s ,  b u t , 
v e r y  b r i g h t  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  t h o u g h t f u l  o f  o t h e r s ,"  T h a t c h e r 
s a i d . 

S h e  s a i d  s h e  a n d  S t e u e r n a g l e  m a d e  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e a c h 
o t h e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  l i f e .  

" D i c k  a n d  I  u s e d  t o  t e l l  e a c h  o t h e r,  w h o e v e r  d i e s  f i r s t ,  t h e y 
m a y  b e  g o n e ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  f o r g o t t e n ,"  s h e  s a i d . 

H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  D u B o i s  i n  1 9 4 9 ,  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  K a r l  a n d 
F l o r e n c e  ( P i f e r )  S t e u e r n a g l e . 

H e  w o r k e d  f o r  2 0  y e a r s  a t  R o c k w e l l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a n u -
f a c t u r i n g  a s  a  p r o d u c t  e n g i n e e r.  A f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m 
R o c k w e l l ,  S t e u e r n a g l e  t o o k  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  a t  t h e 
s y n o d  o f f i c e ,  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  b i s h o p.  S i n c e  2 0 0 0 ,  h e  w a s  a  S y n -
o d i c a l  A u t h o r i z e d  M i n i s t e r  a t  G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  C u r -
w e n s v i l l e ,  O l a n t a  a n d  N e w  M i l l p o r t .

" I  k n e w  D i c k  f a i r l y  w e l l ."  G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  S t a t e  C o l -
l e g e ,  Pa s t o r  E m e r i t u s  S t e v e  Ly n n ,  s a i d . 

Former Bishop's Assistant 
Remembered by Friends

R i c h a r d 
S t e u e r n a g l e
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WE are LUTHERAN
Robert 'Bob' Skelly Fulfilling God's Plan by Helping Hungry

 (See SKELLY 1, Page 14)

BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

R o b e r t  " B o b "  S k e l l y ' s  W e d n e s d a y s 
f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a 
r i d e  t h r o u g h  P i n e  G r o v e  M i l l s . 

I t ' s  t h e  M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  r o u t e 
t h a t  h e  a n d  P a s t o r  E m e r i t u s  S t e v e 
L y n n  h a v e  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t a k e 
e a c h  w e e k . 

" B o t h  P a s t o r  S t e v e  a n d  I  r e t i r e d 
e a r l i e r  t h a n  p l a n n e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t 
r e a s o n s  a n d  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
e n h a n c e  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  f o r  p e o p l e 
i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  f o s t e r e d  a 
r e n e w e d  r e l e v a n c e  o f  p u r p o s e  i n 
s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d ,"  S k e l l y , 
7 0 ,  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t .  " I t  i s  i n -
s p i r i n g  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n , 
c a m a r a d e r i e  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f 
M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  s t a f f  a n d  a l l  t h e 
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  d e l i v e r,  p r e p a r e 
a n d  p a c k a g e  n u t r i t i o n a l  m e a l s  a n d 
c l e a n u p  a t  t h e  s h i f t ' s  e n d ."

S k e l l y  g r e w  u p  o n  a  d a i r y  f a r m ,  s o 
h e  i s  u s e d  t o  b e i n g  o u t d o o r s  a n d 
a c t i v e .  H e  s t i l l  e n j o y s  p u l l i n g  w e e d s 
a n d  o t h e r  c h o r e s . 

W h i l e  d e l i v e r i n g  m e a l s  —  t o  i n d i -
v i d u a l s ,  c o u p l e s  a n d  h o m e - b o u n d 
p e o p l e  —  t h e  t w o  e n j o y  f e l l o w -
s h i p  o n  t h e i r  W e d n e s d a y  r i d e s . 

" P a s t o r  S t e v e  a n d  I  t a l k  a b o u t  r e -
n e w a l  o f  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  j o y  o f  o u r 
d e e p e n i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  a l l  t h e 

w o r l d  p r o b -
l e m s  w e  ' s o l v e ' 
d u r i n g  o u r  o n e -
h o u r  r o u t e ," 
S k e l l y  s a i d . 

S k e l l y  a t t e n d s 
Z i o n  L u t h e r -
a n  C h u r c h  a n d 
G r a c e  E v a n g e l -
i c a l  L u t h e r a n 

C h u r c h  i n  S t a t e 
C o l l e g e . 

H e  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  A l i c i a  A n d e r s o n , 
w h o  w o r k s  i n  c a m p u s  m i n i s t r y  at 
Penn State.  Their  chi ldren are  daugh-
ter  Jessa  Anderson-Reitz ,  son- in- law 
Luke Hanson and daughter  Mara  An-
derson-Skel ly.

Helping the hungr y  has  become a 
pass ion for  Skel ly.  He has  star ted 
to  work  with the YM C A  o f  C e n t r e 
C o u n t y ' s  a n t i - h u n g e r  p r o g r a m . 

T h e r e  a r e  1 6  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s i t e s , 
o n e  a t  G r a c e . 

Andrea K. Paul
RICP®, CLTC®, FIC
Financial Associate
412 Allegheny Street, Suite 103
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-695-3496

27193  R6-20

Robert "Bob" Skelly

Click The Ad For More On Thrivent

https://connect.thrivent.com/andrea-paul/
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 (See MUSIC, Page 11)

The Lutheran Letter

( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i n a l 
p a r t  i n  a n  o n g o i n g  s e r i e s  b y  P a s -
t o r  J u l i e  H o l m  a b o u t  h e r  t h r e e -
m o n t h  j o u r n e y  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  u n i q u e  l o c a t i o n s 
a n d  f a i t h . )

BY PASTOR JULIE HOLM
Brush Valley Fusion of Faith

H a l f w a y  t h r o u g h  m y  t i m e  i n  G e r -
m a n y ,  I  h a d  t o  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
w a s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .

W h e n  I  m a d e  m y  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n 
J u n e ,  I s r a e l  w a s  o p e n i n g  i n  A u -
g u s t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  o n  m y  i t i n e r a r y 
f o r  O c t o b e r .  B u t  w h e n  t h e  D e l -
t a  v a r i a n t  o f  C O V I D  a r r i v e d ,  I s -
r a e l  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e o p e n ,  e x -
c e p t  f o r  s o m e  l i m i t e d  t o u r s .  I n 
m i d - S e p t e m b e r ,  I  c a l l e d  m y  a i r -
l i n e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e r e  I  c o u l d  g o 
h o m e  f r o m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  Te l  A v i v . 
M y  b e s t  o p t i o n  w a s  A t h e n s ,  s o  i n -
s t e a d  o f  1 0  d a y s  i n  G r e e c e ,  I  h a d 
3 2 .

I  s t a r t e d  i n  T h e s s a l o n i k i ,  v i s i t -
i n g  t h e i r  o l d e s t  c h u r c h e s ,  w a l k -
i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  R o m a n  F o r u m  a n d 
d r i v i n g  o u t  t o  P h i l i p p i ,  w h e r e  I 
s p e n t  h o u r s  w a n d e r i n g  i n  t h e  r u -
i n s .  T h e  O c t a g o n  c h u r c h ,  o l d e s t 
a n d  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  r u i n s , 
w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u -

r y  a n d  w a s  ( i n  m y  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a t 
l e a s t )  t h e  n a t u r a l  h e i r  t o  t h e  c o m -
m u n i t y  t h a t  P a u l  f o u n d e d .  I  h a d 
a n  a u d i o  B i b l e  o n  m y  p h o n e ,  s o  I 
w a s  a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  P a u l ’s  l e t t e r s , 
a n d  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  A c t s  a b o u t  h i s 
v i s i t  t o  M a c e d o n i a  a s  I  w a n d e r e d .

T h e n ,  I  w a s  r e - p l a n n i n g  t h e  t r i p , 
a n d  h e a d e d  t o  t h e  m o n a s t e r i e s  o f 
M e t e o r a ,  w h e r e  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  g o 
h i k i n g  s t a i r c a s e s  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s 
e x c e e d e d  3 0 0  s t e p s .  I  t o o k  a  s u n -
s e t  t o u r  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  a  v i s i t  t o 
t h e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y  c h u r c h  i n  t h e 
t o w n .  T h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  t r i p  w a s 
a  n e w  f r i e n d  I  m e t  o n  t h e  t r a i n , 
w h o  h a d  d i n n e r  a n d  v i s i t e d  a  c o u -
p l e  o f  m o n a s t e r i e s  w i t h  m e . 

Sabbatical Report Part 6: 
Walking in Paul's Footsteps

Submitted photo
Overlooking St. Paul's Bay (to Pastor 
Holm's right).

 (See JOURNEY, Page 13)
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Noon Recitals Start Season In Johnstown
BY GEORGE FATTMAN 

First Lutheran Church, Johnstown

H e n r y  D a v i s ,  n a -
t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d 
p e r f o r m e r  o f  G o s p e l 
m u s i c ,  o p e n e d  t h e 
Tu e s d a y  N o o n  R e c i t a l 
S e r i e s  A p r i l  4  a t  F i r s t 
Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  4 1 5 
V i n e  S t r e e t ,  i n  D o w n -
t o w n  J o h n s t o w n .

T h e  a n n u a l  s e r i e s  f e a -
t u r e s  t a l e n t e d  m u s i -
c i a n s  f o r  t h e  c o m m u -
n i t y. 

D a v i s  w a s  s e l e c t e d  b y 
t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i -
t u t i o n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e 
G o s p e l  s e g m e n t  o f  i t s 
“ 1 0 0  Ye a r s  C e l e b r a t i o n 
o f  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
t h e  P i a n o.”

E a r l i e r,  t h e  S m i t h s o -
n i a n  c o m m i s s i o n e d 
h i m  t o  a r r a n g e ,  c o n -

d u c t  a n d  r e c o r d  T h o m -
a s  D o r s e y ’s  c l a s s i c , 
“ Pe a c e  i n  t h e  Va l l e y,” 
w h i c h  w o n  a  Pe a b o d y 
Aw a r d  a n d  w a s  f e a -
t u r e d  i n  a  T V  m o v i e .

D a v i s  i s  d i r e c t o r  o f 
m u s i c  m i n i s t r y  a t  Pe -
n i e l  D r u g  Tr e a t m e n t 
C e n t e r  i n  J o h n s t o w n .

T h e  s o n  o f  a  B a p -
t i s t  m i n i s t e r,  h e  b e -
g a n  p l a y i n g  t h e  p i a n o 
a t  a g e  4 ,  c o m p o s e d 
h i s  f i r s t  s o n g  a t  a g e  5 
a n d  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  f i r s t 
c o n c e r t  a t  a g e  6 .

O t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  w h o 
v i s i ted include Zel ie 
Eger,  a  Johnstown Sym-
phony v iol in ist  who 
has  per formed at  the 
Grand Hal le  and nu-
merous other  venues ; 
a  jazz  band compris ing 
students  f rom four  high 
schools,  assembled and 
direc ted by Er ic  Pfe i l , 
who is  on the music 
facult y  of  Greater  John-
stown H igh School . 

Al l  rec i ta ls  wi l l  be  fo l -
lowed by a  l ight  lunch. 

There  is  no charge;  the 
ser ies  re l ies  ent i r e l y  o n 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  †

Henry Davis

T h e  a n n u a l  s e r i e s  a t  t h e  V i n e 
S t r e e t  c h u r c h  f e a t u r e s  t a l e n t e d 

m u s i c i a n s  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.
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RICHARD
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  5 )

Ly n n  s a i d  h i s  f r i e n d  o n c e  t o l d  h i m  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t ,  a 
p iece of  wisdom he has  carr ied s ince. 

" ' The enemy of  ner vousness  is  ex treme preparat ion,' ” Lynn sa id,  recal l ing the 
quote.

Steuernagle  held three degrees  f rom the Pennsylvania  State  Univers i t y.  I n 
1971,  he obtained a  bachelor 's  degree in  mechanical  engineer ing,  in  1973 a 
master 's  degree in  engineer ing and in  1981 a  doc torate  degree in  hydro dy-
namic  engineer ing.

Thatcher  sa id  she remembers  Steuernagle 's  admirat ion for  the late  Penn 
State  footbal l  coach,  Joe Paterno.  He had been a  Penn State  footbal l  season 
t icketholder  for  30 years,  and was a  member  of  the Penn State  DuBois  Alumni 
Associat ion.

Bishop Emer itus  Gregor y  Pi le  a lso  recal ls  Steuernagle 's  pass ion for  "blue and 
white."  But  i t  was  his  love for  the church that  was  greatest . 

Pi le  sa id  that  Steuernagle  was  the f i rst  v ice  pres ident  of  the Al legheny Syn-
od.  They ser ved together  on the f i rst  synod counci l . 

"He began ser ving in  the of f ice  of  the Bishop dur ing Bishop Gerald  M i l ler 's 
tenure.  When I  was  cal led to  the O ff ice  of  B ishop,  I  des i red to  have a  second 
ordained person on the staf f,  which meant  staf f ing changes ;  one of  them be -
ing that  Dick  would have to  move to  a  ver y  par t- t ime posit ion or  leave the 
staf f  a l together,"  Pi le  sa id.  " I  thought  this  change would be ver y  painful  for 
Dick ,  but  to  my surpr ise  he sa id,  'No problem.  I n  fac t ,  I  am wi l l ing to  work  ful l -
t ime for  the synod for  par t- t ime pay ' ;  which he did  for  quite  a  few years."

I n  2000,  Pi le  asked Steuernagle  to  consider  a  pastoral  leadership posit ion  
for  some congregat ions  in  the nor thern par t  of  the synod,  inc luding Grace 
Lutheran in  Cur wensvi l le. 

"As  I  recal l ,  Dick  gave me one of  those looks  l ike,  ‘you’ve got  to  be k idding’, 
to  which I  responded .  .  .  ' wel l ,  just  t r y  i t  for  a  year.'  On Sunday,  Oc t .  30 ,  2022, 
I  v is i ted Grace,  Cur wensvi l le,  to  celebrate  his  ret i rement  f rom that  ministr y  — 
22 years  later !  Dick  rarely  sa id  no when his  Lord or  h is  Church asked him to 
ser ve."

Pi le  sa id  he was  a lways  impressed when his  f r iend was responsible  for  devo -
t ions. 

" They were a lways  Bibl ica l ly  grounded,  thoughtful  and ins ightful .  I  am guess-
ing that  was  one of  the reasons I  asked him to ser ve as  pastoral  leader  in  the 
Cur wensvi l le  area ,"  he sa id. 

According to  his  fami ly,  He is  sur vived by numerous cousins  and f r iends.
H e  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  M o r n i n g s i d e  C e m e t e r y  i n  D u B o i s .  †



10 The Lutheran Letter                     Early Summer 2023Digital

(Editor's  note:  Lutheran Campus Minis-
tr y at Penn State is  the Evangelical  Lu-
theran Church in America presence on 
campus in the territor y of  the Allegheny 
Synod. We asked Deacon Alicia Ander-
son,  who ser ves as campus minister,  for 
some updates each semester.)

BY DEACON ALICIA ANDERSON
Penn State University Campus Minister

C o l l e g e  i s  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u n g 
a d u l t s  e x p a n d  t h e i r  h o r i z o n s .  

T h e y  t a k e  o n  w i d e r  a n d  d e e p e r 
s t u d i e s  i n  s c h o o l .  T h e y  m e e t  a n d 
b e g i n  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e 
w h o  a r e  n o t  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e t o w n 
a n d  a r e  o f t e n  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m 
t h e m .  

T h e y  g r o w  a n d  m a t u r e  i n  t h e  w a y s 
t h e y  c o m m u n i c a t e  a n d  t h e  t h i n g s 
t h e y  c a r e  a b o u t .  S t u d e n t s  g r o w 
s p i r i t u a l l y  a s  w e l l ,  o f t e n  f i n d i n g 
a  d e e p e r  s e n s e  o f  G o d ’s  p r e s e n c e 
a s  t h e y  g r o w  b e y o n d  t h e  f a i t h  o f 
c h i l d h o o d  i n t o  t h e  f a i t h  o f  a d u l t -
h o o d . 

M a n y  t h i n g s  c a n  l e a d  t o  t h i s 
k i n d  o f  g r o w t h ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i s 
s e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

S e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g  o f t e n  l o o k s  j u s t 
l i k e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  o r  h e l p i n g  w i t h 
a  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t ,  b u t  a l s o  i n -
c l u d e s  i n t e n t i o n a l  r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t 
l e a d s  t o  d e e p e r  l e a r n i n g .  I n  a 
f a i t h - c e n t e r e d  c o n t e x t  l i k e  c a m -

p u s  m i n i s t r y ,  s e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g 
o f f e r s  w a y s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  g i v e 
o f  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s 
w h i l e  a l s o  o f f e r i n g  w a y s  f o r  t h e m 
t o  f i n d  a  d e e p e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  c o n -
t e x t ,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  t h e  s y s -
t e m i c  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  a t  p l a y  i n  t h e 
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  h e l p i n g .   

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  L u t h e r a n  C a m p u s  M i n i s -
t r y  ( i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t w o  o t h -
e r  P e n n  S t a t e  m i n i s t r i e s )  w e n t  t o 
t h e  U . S . / M e x i c o  b o r d e r  f o r  s e r -
v i c e - l e a r n i n g  w i t h  F r o n t e r a  d e 
C r i s t o .  

B a s e d  i n  D o u g l a s ,  A r i z o n a ,  a n d 
A g u a  P r i e t a ,  S o n o r a ,  t h i s  m i n i s -
t r y  b u i l d s  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h -
e r  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p a r t n e r s  o n  b o t h 
s i d e s  o f  t h e  b o r d e r  t o  h e l p  s u p -
p o r t  a n d  c a r e  f o r  m i g r a n t s  a n d 
o t h e r s  w h o s e  l i v e s  a r e  b a s e d  a t 
t h e  b o r d e r . 

W e  m e t  b o r d e r  a g e n t s ,  m i g r a n t s , 
p e o p l e  t a k i n g  w a t e r  i n t o  t h e  d e s -
e r t ,  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  c h u r c h  l e a d -
e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r 
t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  c h a l -
l e n g i n g  s i t u a t i o n  a t  “ l a  f r o n t e r a .”  
W e  d i d  s o m e  w o r k  t h e r e  o u r -
s e l v e s ,  b u t  e x p a n d i n g  o u r  k n o w l -
e d g e  a n d  d e e p e n i n g  o u r  u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g  w h i l e  r e f l e c t i n g  a b o u t 
w h a t  w e  w e r e  l e a r n i n g  w a s  t h e 
m o s t  i m p a c t f u l  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p . 

A Trip to the U.S./Mexico Border
Expanding Learning through Service

 (See LEARNING, Page 22)
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 (See DEM 1, Page 25)

The Director's Take
News of Note from the Director of Evangelical Mission

Pastor Kevin 
Shock

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission

I n v e s t m e n t  b r i n g s  t o  m i n d  m o n -
e y ,  a c c o u n t s  a n d  p o r t f o l i o s . 

M o s t  s y n o d  a n d  c o n g r e g a -
t i o n  c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s  p r o b a -
b l y  i n c l u d e  a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i n -
v e s t m e n t s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
w h e t h e r  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e .  O u r  c o m -
m e r c e - d r i v e n  s o c i e t y  m o s t  o f t e n 
t h i n k s  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  a  f i n a n -
c i a l  s e n s e .

T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o t h e r  w a y s 
t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  i n v e s t m e n t .  W e 
t a l k  a b o u t  i n v e s t i n g  t i m e  o r  e n -
e r g y . 

W e  i n v e s t  i n  o u r  w o r k ,  o u r  r e c -
r e a t i o n ,  o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  o u r  h o b -
b i e s  i n  b o t h  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  n o n - f i -
n a n c i a l  w a y s . 

W e  a l s o  i n v e s t  i n  o u r  l i f e  a s  J e s u s ’ 
d i s c i p l e s  a n d  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  o f 
o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  b y  s h a r i n g  o u r 
s k i l l s ,  b y  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  w i t h  f e l -
l o w  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d 
b y  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e n e r g y  i n  s p r e a d -
i n g  G o o d  N e w s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w a y s .

I n  a l l  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n a l  l e a d e r,  p a r i s h  p a s t o r 
a n d  n o w  a s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  E v a n -
g e l i c a l  M i s s i o n ,  I  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d 
d e c i s i o n  a f t e r  d e c i s i o n  m a d e  f o r 
f i n a n c i a l  r e a s o n s .  I n d e e d ,  w e  c a n -
n o t  s p e n d  m o n e y  r e c k l e s s l y  o n 

t h i n g s  t h a t  w i l l  u l -
t i m a t e l y  n o t  s e r v e 
u s ;  h o w e v e r,  y e a r s 
o f  m a k i n g  m i n i s t r y 
d e c i s i o n s  b a s e d  o n 
m o n e y  a n d  n o t  o n 
t h e  m i n i s t r y  i t s e l f 
h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o 
t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  m a n y 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  f a c e . 

I ’ v e  h e a r d  p e o p l e  l a m e n t  t h a t 
t h e y  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  d o 
m i n i s t r y  t h e  w a y  t h e y  u s e d  t o 
w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e 
m a y  b e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  t o  m e e t 
t h e  n e e d s  t h e y  w e r e  m e e t i n g  b e -
f o r e .  I ’ v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  a  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n  c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  t o  c a l l  a 
p a s t o r  w h e n  t h e y  e a s i l y  c o u l d 
b y  m o v i n g  s o m e  f i n a n c i a l  i n -
v e s t m e n t s  a n d  s p e n d i n g  s o m e  o f 
t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s . 

I ’ v e  s e e n  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  d e -
c r e a s e  t h e i r  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  w i d -
e r  c h u r c h  a n d  o u r  m i n i s t r y  p a r t -
n e r s  w h i l e  s p e n d i n g  t e n s  o f 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o r  m o r e 
t o  r e n o v a t e  a  r a r e l y  u s e d  p a r t 
o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  P e r h a p s  w e 
w e r e  g i v e n  s o m e  p o o r  a n d  y e t 
p e r s i s t e n t  a d v i c e  d e c a d e s  a g o 
w h e n  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  r u n  l i k e  b u s i -
n e s s e s  a r e  o p e r a t e d . 
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TRAVEL 1

Photo by Pastor Julie Holm
A scene at Philippi.

Photo by Pastor Julie Holm
The Acropolis overlooks Mars Hill (the Aeropagus). 

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  4 )
T h e  t h r e a d  t h a t  c o n n e c t -

e d  a l l  t h e s e  r u i n s  t o g e t h -
e r  w a s  t h a t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f 
t h e  G o s p e l  q u i c k l y  f o u n d 
i t s  w a y  i n t o  a l l  t h e s e  M e d i -
t e r r a n e a n  c i t i e s ,  o f t e n t i m e s 
t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e 
A p o s t l e  Pa u l .  T h e  s c o p e  o f 
h i s  m i n i s t r y  a n d  t h e  s h e e r 
n u m b e r  o f  m i l e s  h e  t r a v -
e l e d  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r.  I  g a i n e d 
a  n e w  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  s i m -
p l y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e f f o r t s  h e 
u n d e r t o o k  t o  b r e a k  g r o u n d 
w i t h  t h i s  f l e d g l i n g  f a i t h 
m o v e m e n t  i n  a  c u l t u r e  s a t u -
r a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  o p t i o n s  f o r 
w o r s h i p.

I t  w a s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t 
i n  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  f r o m 
C o r i n t h  t o  P h i l i p p i  t o  Tr o a s 
t o  E p h e s u s ,  o n l y  t h e  m a r -
b l e  p h y s i c a l l y  r e m a i n e d . 
Pe o p l e  m a y  h a v e  l i v e d  i n 
n e a r b y  t o w n s ,  b u t  t h e  t h r i v -
i n g  c i t i e s  o f  t e n s  o f  t h o u -
s a n d s  w e r e  g o n e .  E c o n o m -
i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s 
c h a n g e d .  E a r t h q u a k e s  t o p -
p l e d  g r e a t  p u b l i c  w o r k s . 
A n c i e n t  t e m p l e s  a n d  c h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g s  d i s i n t e g r a t e d . 
A n d  y e t ,  t w o  m i l l e n n i a  l a t -
e r,  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  t h e s e  f i r s t 
C h r i s t i a n s  s h a r e d ,  a n d  t h e 
s a c r e d  w o r d s  w r i t t e n  t o 
t h e m ,  a r e  a l i v e  a s  e v e r.

 (See TRAVEL 2, Page 15)
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JOURNEY
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  7 )

S h e  w a s  a  y o u n g  n u n  w h o  h e l p e d 
m e  f i n d  i c o n s  t o  b r i n g  h o m e  t h a t 
w o u l d  r e s o n a t e  w i t h  m y  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n .

M y  a u d i o  B i b l e  c a m e  i n  h a n d y  i n 
m y  n e x t  d e s t i n a t i o n :  t h e  I s l e  o f 
P a t m o s  a n d  i t s  c a v e  o f  t h e  R e v e -
l a t i o n ,  t h e  n e a r b y  m o n a s t e r y  a n d 
t h e  w i l d l i f e  o n  t h e  b a c k  e n d  o f  t h e 
i s l a n d ,  w h e r e  I  e n d e d  u p  g e t t i n g 
l o s t  h i k i n g  ( a n d  p u t t i n g  i n  m o r e 
m i l e s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  d a y  o f  t h e 
s a b b a t i c a l . )  T h e n ,  I  h e a d e d  f o r  a 
t r i o  o f  i s l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  a c t u a l l y 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  A c t s :  K o s ,  R h o d e s 
a n d  C r e t e .  I  w e n t  s w i m m i n g  i n 
S t .  P a u l ’s  B a y  i n  L i n d o s ,  R h o d e s , 
a n d  v i s i t e d  a n c i e n t  s i t e s  o f  t h e 
A s k l e p i e i o n  i n  K o s  a n d  K n o s s o s 
o n  C r e t e .  I  m a r v e l e d  a t  r u i n s  t h a t 
p a r a l l e l e d  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  t i m e s , 
m o r e  a n c i e n t  t h a n  I  w a s  a b l e  t o 
c o m p r e h e n d .  O n  C r e t e ,  a n  u n u s u -
a l l y  v i o l e n t  s t o r m  c a u s e d  a  l e a k  i n 
m y  h o s t e l  r o o m ’s  r o o f ,  a n d  I  w a s 
t h r i l l e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s t o r m s 
o f  a u t u m n ,  a s  P a u l  d i d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n 
h i s  s h i p  b e i n g  s h i p w r e c k e d  a s  t h e y 
w e r e  b l o w n  o f f  c o u r s e  i n  C r e t e ,  a s 
I  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  g o  t o  M a l t a .

I  s p e n t  a  d a y  i n  C o r i n t h .  W h a t  a 
t h r i l l  i t  w a s  t o  w a l k  i n  P a u l ’s  f o o t -
s t e p s ,  n o t  l e g e n d a r y  f o o t s t e p s ,  b u t 
r e a l  f o o t s t e p s ,  a s  a t t e s t e d  t o  b o t h 
i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  a n d  i n  t h e  b o o k  o f 
A c t s ,  a n d  t o  s t a n d  w h e r e  h e  s t o o d 
w h e n  h e  w a s  j u d g e d  i n  t h e  c i t y . 
T h e  m i x  o f  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y 

a n d  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  r u i n s  w a s  a m a z -
i n g ,  a n d  t h e  s i t e  i s  i m p r e s s i v e .  I 
a l s o  w a l k e d  u p  t o  A c r o c o r i n t h , 
t h e  a n c i e n t  p a g a n  s i t e  u p  o n  t h e 
m o u n t a i n  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s  t h e  t o w n 
t h a t  P a u l  s p e n t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t i m e 
i n ,  a n d  v i s i t e d  t h e  C o r i n t h  c a n a l .

I n  t h e  c i t y  o f  N a f p l i o ,  I  v i s i t e d  a n -
c i e n t  s i t e s  a n d  c a s t l e s ,  b u t  a l s o  r a n 
i n t o  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  C h r i s t i a n  c o m -
m u n i t y  i n  a  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h 
t h a t  w e l c o m e d  m e  a s  a  p i l g r i m .  I t ' s 
a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  P o l i s h  a n d  s o u t h -
e r n  G e r m a n  e x p a t r i a t e s  i n  N a f p l i o . 
I  a t t e n d e d  t h e i r  d a i l y  M a s s .  I  h a d 
b e e n  m i s s i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s -
p e c t  o f  m y  S a b b a t i c a l  w h e n  I  w a s 
i n  G r e e c e ,  a s  t h e  l e n g t h  a n d  d i f -
f e r e n c e s  i n  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  w o r -
s h i p  m a d e  i t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  j o i n  a 
c o m m u n i t y  a t  p r a y e r.

F i n a l l y ,  I  f i n i s h e d  u p  m y  S a b b a t i -
c a l  i n  A t h e n s ,  c l i m b i n g  t h e  A r e o p a -
g u s ,  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  P a u l ’s  s p e e c h 
t o  t h e  A t h e n i a n s  i n  A c t s ,  w a n d e r -
i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  F o r u m  t h a t  h e  c e r -
t a i n l y  w o u l d  h a v e  w a l k e d  i n ,  a n d 
w o n d e r i n g  a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  s i t e s  t h a t 
w o u l d  h a v e  s u r r o u n d e d  h i m ,  n o t 
a s  r u i n s ,  b u t  a s  l i v i n g  t e m p l e s  a n d 
c u l t u r e .  I t  w a s  a m a z i n g  t o  t h i n k 
o f  P a u l ’s  c o u r a g e  i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t . 
B u t ,  i t  w a s  t i m e  t o  h e a d  h o m e , 
f u l l  o f  t h e  s i g h t s  a n d  s o u n d s  a n d 
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t 
o f  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  h e r i t a g e .

I s r a e l  i s  s t i l l  o n  m y  b u c k e t  l i s t , 
b u t  I  c a m e  h o m e  h a v i n g  g a i n e d 
s o  m u c h . †
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SKELLY 1
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  6 )

T h e  M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  p r o g r a m  i s 
a l s o  h o u s e d  a t  G r a c e ,  o r g a n i z e d  b y 
c h u r c h  s t a f f ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s 
a n d  o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s . 

" I  h a v e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e l p e d  a r -
r a n g e  t h e  f o o d  f o r  p i c k - u p  ( a t 
G r a c e ) ,  b u t  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y 
h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  f o o d  t o  h o u s e h o l d s 
r a n g i n g  f r o m  s e v e n  t o  t w o  m e m -
b e r s .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  f a m i l i e s 
h a s  b e e n  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t -
i t u d e  a n d  j o y  a n d  t h e  s m i l e s  o f 
c h i l d r e n  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  t h e  b o x -
e s  o f  s u g a r y  c e r e a l  a r e  t h e  m o s t 
h e a r t - w a r m i n g ,"  S k e l l y  s a i d . 

S k e l l y  s e e s  t h e  w o r k  a s  a  p r e s -
e n t - d a y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d 
f r o m  G o d  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p o o r  a n d 
h u n g r y ,  a s  r e a d  i n  b o t h  t e s t a -
m e n t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e . 

O n e  e x a m p l e  c o m e s  i n  I s a i a h 
5 8 : 7 :  " S h a r e  y o u r  f o o d  w i t h  t h e 
h u n g r y ,  a n d  g i v e  s h e l t e r  t o  t h e 
h o m e l e s s .  G i v e  c l o t h e s  t o  t h o s e 
w h o  n e e d  t h e m ,  a n d  d o  n o t  h i d e 
f r o m  r e l a t i v e s  w h o  n e e d  y o u r 
h e l p ."

" F e e d i n g  t h e  p o o r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s 
a  c o m m a n d  f r o m  J e s u s  d o e s  n o t 
y i e l d  a n  i n t r i n s i c  r e w a r d ,  b u t 
w h e n  l o v e  i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  r e a c h i n g 
o u t  t o  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  n e e d s , 
t h e r e  i s  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ,"  S k e l l y 
s a i d . 

" I t  s e e m s  t o  m e ,  w h e n  t h i s  h a p -
p e n s ,  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t  r e j o i c e s 
w i t h i n  a l l  p a r t i e s ."

H e a l t h  a n d  m o b i l i t y  p r o b l e m s 

a r e  t w o  c h a l l e n g e s  S k e l l y  i s  n o -
t i c i n g  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  h e l p s . 
S o m e  h a v e  c a r e g i v e r s ,  o t h e r s  a n -
s w e r  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  w a l k e r s ,  c a n e s 
a n d  b r e a t h i n g  e q u i p m e n t . 

F o r  t h e  f o o d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  S k e l -
l y  s a i d  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o 
m a k e  e n d s  m e e t . 

W h e n  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  a n s w e r  t h e 
d o o r ,  t h e y  c a l l  t o  t e l l  t h e  p e r s o n 
t h a t  a  m e a l  h a s  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d , 
w h e r e  t o  f i n d  i t  a n d  t h e n  l e a v e  a 
k i n d  m e s s a g e . 

T h e  k i n d  m e s s a g e  g o e s  a  l o n g 
w a y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S k e l l y . 

" R e c i p i e n t s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  m e t ,  o r 
n e v e r  s e e n  b u t  a n s w e r  t h e  p h o n e , 
t e l l  u s  t h a t  t h e y  e n j o y  t a l k i n g  t o 
u s  a n d  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  t h a n k f u l  f o r 
t h e  m e a l s ,"  h e  s a i d . 

S k e l l y  v a l u e s  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p .  H e 
i s  a l s o  p a r t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  o t h e r  r e -
t i r e e s  —  p a s t o r s ,  e d u c a t o r s  a n  e n -
g i n e e r  a n d  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a m o n g 
t h e m  —  w h o  r e g u l a r l y  m e e t  f o r 
w h a t  h e  c a l l s  a  " l u n c h  b r u n c h ." 

S h a r e  y o u r  f o o d 
w i t h  t h e  h u n g r y 

a n d  g i v e  s h e l t e r  t o 
t h e  h o m e l e s s . 

—  I s a i a h  5 8 : 7

 (See SKELLY 2, Page 16)
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TRAVEL 2
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e 1 2 )

I n  s o m e  s t r a n g e  w a y,  t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  a  c o m f o r t  t o  m e .  T h e  m e s s a g e  o f 
C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d  a n d  r i s e n  t o o k  h o l d  i n  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s 
o f  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e ,  t h e  G o s p e l  o u t f i t t e d  p e o p l e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  g r a c e ,  l o v e 
a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a n d  t h e  f a i t h  m o v e d  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a s 
t h e y  m o v e d  f r o m  t h e s e  m a r b l e d  c i t i e s  t o  w h a t e v e r  w a s  n e x t .  U n t o l d  t h i n g s 
h a v e  c r u m b l e d  i n  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  b u t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  G o d ’s 
p e o p l e ,  c o n t i n u e s .  I  t a k e  h o p e  i n  t h a t ,  f o r  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  S o m e r s e t  o r 
J o h n s t o w n  o r  A l t o o n a  o r  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  w i l l  l o o k  l i k e  i n  t h e  y e a r  4 , 0 2 3 ,  b u t 
I  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  f a i t h  s h a r e d  i n  t h e s e  p l a c e s  w i l l  l i v e  o n . †

Photos by Pastor David Bowman
Melitus, Turkey:  The theatre in Miletus could seat 
more than 15,000 people. Paul stopped here on his 
third journey to meet the elders of nearby Ephesus. 
Paul met them in Miletus because the Ephesians 
were upset with him and his presence could have 
caused a riot.

Ephesus, Turkey:  The Library of 
Celsus and Gate of Mazaeus and 
Mythridates. The gates were built 
in 40 AD by two slaves freed by Em-
peror Augustus and tasked with 
maintaining Roman properties in 
the city. The library was built in the 
second century and once housed 
more than 12,000 scrolls.

Corinth, Greece:  An ancient shop 
turned chapel dedicated to Paul's 
ministry partners Priscilla and Aquila 
in the foreground with the Temple of 
Apollo in the background.
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FAITH MAT TERS
T H E  L U T H E R A N  L E T T E R :  W h a t  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  m o s t  l a t e -

l y ?
B O B  S K E L LY:  P r a y e r  f o r  m e  i s  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  r e s p o n s e  t o  s t r e a m s  o f 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I t  m a y  b e  a b o u t  n e i g h b o r s ,  f r i e n d s  o r  f a m i l y  t h a t  I  h a v e 
c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  l i f e ,  o r  i t  m a y 
b e  p e o p l e  I  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  i n  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  m a y b e  f o r m e r  c l i e n t s ,  f r i e n d s 
a n d  c o l l e a g u e s .  A t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  I  l i f t  a  p r a y e r  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  m a y 
h a v e  a n d  k n o w  t h e  l o v e ,  p r e s e n c e  a n d  p e a c e  o f  G o d ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h a t 
l e a d s  t o  a  p h o n e  c a l l ,  t e x t  o r  e m a i l .

L L :  W h a t ' s  y o u r  f i r s t  m e m o r y  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  L u t h e r a n  f a i t h ?
B S :  I  g r e w  u p  i n  a  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  n e a r  C h a m b e r s b u r g ,  a n d  m y  e a r l i e s t 

m e m o r i e s  o f  w o r s h i p  w a s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  d r o p p i n g  t h e  g u m  I  w a s  c h e w i n g 
o f f  t h e  b a l c o n y  a n d  m y  m o t h e r  b e i n g  h o r r i f i e d  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  s i t  i n 
i t .  W e  n e v e r  s a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e d g e  a g a i n .  M y  f i r s t  s a l i e n t  m e m o r y  o f  t h e 
L u t h e r a n  f a i t h  w a s  s t u d y i n g  L u t h e r ’s  S m a l l  C a t e c h i s m  a t  t h e  p a r s o n a g e 
a f t e r  s c h o o l .

L L :  W h a t ' s  o n e  m e s s a g e  y o u  h a v e  f o r  a n y o n e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t t e n d i n g  a 
L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h ?

B S :  T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d  w e l c o m e ,  a n d  t h e  E LC A  w e b s i t e 
s a y s  i t  w e l l .  “ W e  a r e  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  G o d  b y  G o d ' s  f o r g i v i n g  m e r c y .” A n d , 
“ w e  v a l u e  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  G o d ' s  c r e a t i o n  a n d  o f f e r  a  r a d i c a l  w e l c o m e  t o 
a l l  p e o p l e  . . .  f o r  w o m e n ,  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r,  m i n o r i t y  e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  p e o p l e 
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  m a r g i n a l i z e d  o r  l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y  a n d 
t h e  LG B T Q  c o m m u n i t y .” Yo u  a r e  f o r g i v e n  a n d  w e l c o m e  i n  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  A m e r i c a . †

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 4 )
" W e  h a v e  a  g r a n d  t i m e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  k i d d i n g  e a c h  o t h e r,  a n d  a g a i n , 

' s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s '  o f  s o c i e t y ,  p o l i t i c s  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  W e  a l s o  p r o v i d e 
t o  e a c h  o t h e r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  c o p i n g  w i t h  l i f e ’s  u p s 
a n d  d o w n s ,"  h e  s a i d . 

SKELLY 2
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ICYMI: SYNOD NEWS 
These are some of the churches Bishop Paula Schmitt and Assistant to the 
Bishop Pastor Kevin Shock visited during the past two months, along with 
some other news of note from around the Synod. 

The sanctuary at Mt. Zion in Glasgow

The sanctuary at Trinity 
Lutheran in Sidman

St. Mark in Snydertown 
hosted kids in second 
through fifth grade from 
the Jana Marie Foundation.  
During the youth retreat, 
the kids made the mural 
at left. It was part of a con-
fidence-building exercise. 
The mural is on display at a 
State College winery. 

The sanctuary at St. James in Huntingdon
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Western PA Native Returns
A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y  s t a r t s 

J u n e  1 7  -  D E TA I L S  H E R E 

By KRISTEN OPALINSKI

Manager, Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations at the ELCA

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  C h i c a g o,  w h e r e  w e 
a r e  e a g e r l y  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l 
o f  s p r i n g.  E a c h  y e a r,  a s  w e  j o u r n e y 
t hrough the Lenten season toward 
the hope of  Easter t ide,  I  am remind-
ed of  the many ways  new l i fe  spr ings 
for th — from the f i rst  chirps  of  spr ing 
birds  to  the tens  of  thousands of  tu-
l ips  throughout  Downtown Chicago 
peek ing through the st i l l - chi l led soi l .

These,  and other  s igns,  remind me 
that  no matter  how long the winter 
may seem,  or  how gloomy the gray 
sk ies  become — warmth,  sunshine, 
renewal  and new growth are  on the 
hor izon.

And,  just  l ike  this  shi f t  in  nature,  we 
a lso exper ience seasons of  renew-
al  tak ing place in  our  churches and 
communities.  The theme of this year ’s 
Allegheny Synod Assembly — "Christ 
Unites Us All"  — invites us to think 
deeply about the ways in which we are 
connected in Christ so that we might 
serve as disciples for transformation 
and renewal.

I ’d l ike to take this opportunity to in-
troduce myself as we prepare for the 
2023 Synod Assembly. My name is Kris-
ten Opalinski,  and I  am thril led to be 

joining you as the church-
wide representative. I 
serve as the manager for 
ecumenical and inter-re -
ligious relations (EIR) on 
the staff of the office of 
the presiding bishop here 
at the churchwide offic-
es in Chicago. My work 
includes staffing various 

ecumenical committees,  managing 
EIR communication platforms for the 
ELCA, convening the Lutheran World 
Federation North America Region and 
deepening opportunities for ecumen-
ical and inter-religious formation and 
leadership throughout the ELCA.

While I  now live and work in Chicago, 
I  grew up in your neck of the woods! 

I ’m a proud Western Pennsylvanian, 
having grown up in Latrobe (and yes,  I 
sti l l  bleed black and gold). 

My father was an ELCA pastor serv-
ing three calls in central,  western and 
eastern Pennsylvania ,  and so my 
roots  in  ministr y  and fa i th  formation 
run deep here  in  the Keystone s t a t e .

I ’m  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  A u g s b u r g  U n i v e r -
s i t y  ( o n e  o f  o u r  E LC A  u n i v e r s i t i e s 
i n  M i n n e a p o l i s )  a n d  t h e  Lu t h e r a n 
T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  a t  P h i l a d e l -
p h i a  ( n o w  U n i t e d  Lu t h e r a n  S e m -
i n a r y ) ,  w h e r e  I  e a r n e d  a  M a s t e r  o f 
A r t s  i n  R e l i g i o n ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z a -
t i o n s  i n  p u b l i c  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  c o n -
f l i c t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .

Opalinski is a Leader in the ELCA; She will be Speaking During Assembly

Kristen 
Opalinski

 (See VISIT, Page 20)

https://www.alleghenysynod.org/synod-assembly
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Friedens Coffeehouse Features 
Talented Bluegrass Musicians

T h e  Fr i e d e n s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  l a t e  M a r c h  h o s t e d  a  c o f f e e -
h o u s e ,  f e a t u r i n g  L i b b y  E d d y,  G a r y  A n t o l  a n d  J e f f  S c h e l l e r.

E d d y,  A n t o l  a n d  S c h e l l e r  a r e  t h r e e  o f  t h e  b u s i e s t  b l u e g r a s s 
a n d  o l d - t i m e  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n . 

T h e y  l o v e  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a u t h e n t i c , 
o r i g i n a l  a n d  c l a s s i c  A m e r i c a n  m u s i c .  E d d y ’s  a w a r d - w i n n i n g 
v o c a l s  a n d  e l e c t r i f y i n g  f i d d l e  c o m e  f r o m  a  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  o f 
h a r m o n i e s  a n d  p i c k i n g .  

A n t o l  s t u d i e d  g u i t a r  a t  D u q u e s n e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  h a s  m a d e 
a  l i f e  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g .  To g e t h e r,  t h e y  c r e a t e d  t h e 
We e d r a g s  a n d  J a k o b’s  Fe r r y  S t r a g g l e r s ;  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  m u -
s i c  a s  "A p p a l a c h i a n  B l u e g r a s s ."

 S c h e l l e r  l o v e s  t o  d r i v e  s o n g s  w i t h  h i s  b i g ,  g r e e n  b a s s  a n d 
e n j o y s  w r i t i n g  o r i g i n a l  m u s i c .  H e  p e r f o r m s  w i t h  A n t o l  i n  t h e 
c o u n t r y  b a n d ,  t h e  M i l l b i l l l y s ,  a n d  h a s  f o u r  o t h e r  b a n d s :  We l l 
S t r u n g ,  Ti g e r  M a p l e  S t r i n g  B a n d ,  M i d n i g h t  R o o s t e r  a n d  T h e 
B o o m  R o c k e t s . 

We l l  S t r u n g  a n d  Ti g e r  M a p l e  S t r i n g  B a n d  a r e  h i s  b l u e g r a s s 
a n d  o l d - t i m e  b a n d s .  S c h e l l e r  p l a y e d  b a s s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  b a n d s 
a t  t h e  L a u r e l  H i l l  B l u e g r a s s  Fe s t i v a l  l a s t  s u m m e r.

" T h i s  i s  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  e n t e r t a i n -
m e n t ,'  B e t h  P i l e ,  m u s i c  d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  c h u r c h ,  s a i d  b e f o r e  t h e 
M a r c h  3 1  s h o w.  " B l u e g r a s s  a n d  A m e r i c a n a  m u s i c  a r e  a l w a y s 
w e l l  r e c e i v e d  b y  o u r  a u d i e n c e ."  †
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 8 )
I  w a s  a  Yo u n g  A d u l t  i n  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n  ( YAG M )  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( 2 0 0 9 - 1 0 ) . 

Fr o m  2 0 1 0 - 1 4 ,  I  s e r v e d  a s  r e g i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  Lu t h e r -
a n  C o m m u n i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  ( LU C S A )  t h r o u g h  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
E LC A  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n .  D u r i n g  m y  t e n u r e  w i t h  LU C S A ,  I  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a n  i n -
t e r f a i t h  d e l e g a t e  a t  CO P 1 7  ( U N  c l i m a t e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  D u r b a n )  a n d  a s  t h e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  I n t e r f a i t h  A c t i o n  f o r  Pe a c e  i n  A f r i c a ' s 
( I FA PA )  2 0 1 2  s u m m i t  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g.

M y  w o r k  i n  t h i s  c h u r c h  h a s  t a k e n  m e  a c r o s s  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  c o n t i n e n t s 
a n d  c u l t u r e s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d o  s o.  Fr o m  n o w  t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r,  I ’m 
s e r v i n g  a t  t h e  V i s u a l  I d e n t i t y  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  1 3 t h  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e 
Lu t h e r a n  Wo r l d  Fe d e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  K r a k o w,  Po l a n d .  T h i s 
r o l e  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m y  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  E LC A  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t 
i t ’s  a  b i g  Lu t h e r a n  w o r l d  o u t  t h e r e  —  u n i t e d  i n  o n e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  o n e 
S p i r i t  a n d  o n e  h o p e !

A n d ,  I  h o p e  t o  s h i n e  s o m e  l i g h t  o n  t h i s  g l o b a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  Lu -
t h e r a n  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  m y  t i m e  w i t h  y o u  a l l .  Pa r t  o f  m y  r o l e  i n  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y  w i l l  b e  t o  h e l p  l e a d  f o l k s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s y n -
o d  i n  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  t h e m e  o f  w h a t  u n i t e s  u s  i n  C h r i s t .  I  l o o k 
f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  j o u r n e y  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e  s u r v e y  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  o u r  u n i t y 
i n  C h r i s t  i s  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  w o r s h i p,  p r a y e r,  l o v e  o f  n e i g h b o r  a n d  w i t -
n e s s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I  h o p e  y o u’ l l  j o i n  m e  a s  w e  a s k  s o m e  b i g  q u e s t i o n s  a n d 
a l l o w  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  t o  m o v e  u s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  u n i t y !

( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  O p a l i n k s i  h a s  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  f o r  L i v i n g  L u t h e r a n 
M a g a z i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  h e r  p e r s o n a l  f a i t h  j o u r n e y,  w o m e n’s 
l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b a l  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h’s 
l e g a c y  o f  p e a c e m a k i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  w r i t i n g ,  s h e  i s  a n  a r t i s t ,  p h o -
t o g r a p h e r  a n d  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r.  H e r  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  b y  t h e  L u t h e r -
a n  Wo r l d  F e d e r a t i o n ,  A u g s b u r g  U n i v e r s i t y,  t h e  ( R E D )  C a m p a i g n ,  C N N ,  t h e 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  T h e  D e s m o n d  Tu t u  P e a c e  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  We s t m i n s t e r  J o h n 
K n o x  P r e s s . )  †

VISIT

"CHRIST UNITES US ALL"
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Submitted photos
St. Mark in Snydertown celebrated Palm Sunday with a parade, featuring 
the youngest members. 

Palm Sunday Parade

The colorful windows at Christ 
Lutheran in Johnstown provided 
a great scene for Bishop Paula's 
Easter morning service. 
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 0 )
T h i s  A p r i l ,  w e  h o s t e d  M a r k  A d a m s ,  f r o m  Fr o n t e r a  d e  C r i s t o,  i n  S t a t e  C o l -

l e g e  a s  h e  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  Pe n n s y l v a n i a  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e i r  w o r k .  
H e  t a l k e d  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a b o u t  t h e 

v i s i o n  a n d  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  o n  v a r -
i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.  H e  a l s o  g a v e  u s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s h a r e  a  l i t t l e 
a b o u t  o u r  l a s t  v i s i t  t h e r e .   

Fo r  S p r i n g  B r e a k  2 0 2 4  w e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  D o u g l a s  a n d  A g u a  Pr i -
e t a ,  t a k i n g  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  f o r  s e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g  a t  t h e  b o r d e r.  

I t  i s  e xc i t i n g  t o  l o o k  a h e a d  t o  a n o t h e r  t r i p  t o  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  c h a l l e n g -
i n g  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e r v e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  d e e p l y 
l e a r n .  C a m p u s  m i n i s t r y  w o r k s  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  e x p a n d  t h e i r 
h o r i z o n s  a n d  g r o w  i n  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  c o m m u -
n i t i e s  a n d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .   S e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g  t r i p s  l i k e  t h i s  a r e  j u s t  o n e 
o f  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  Lu t h e r a n  C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y  a t  Pe n n  S t a t e  i s  s t r i v i n g  t o 
h e l p  s t u d e n t s  g r o w  a s  t h e y  m a k e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  a d u l t  l i f e  a n d  f a i t h .  †

LEARNING
Submitted photo

Students from Penn State at the U.S./
Mexico boarder during a service-learn-
ing trip. 
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 )
Yo u  c a n  r e a d  m o r e  f r o m  K r i s t e n  i n 

t h i s  i s s u e  o f  T h e  Lu t h e r a n  Le t t e r.
O n  S a t u r d a y,  J u n e  1 7 ,  t h e  A s s e m -

b l y  o p e n s  a t  8 : 3 0  a . m .  w i t h  b r i e f 
m o r n i n g  p r a y e r  l e d  b y  S i s t e r  M a r -
i a n n e  B r o c k ,  o u r  E LC A  Fo u n d a t i o n 
r e g i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  S i s t e r  M a r -
i a n n e  w i l l  b e  with us  throughout  the 
day to  lead us  in  prayer  and song.  We 
give thanks  for  her  gi f ts  and look for-
ward to  hear ing more f rom the ELCA 
Foundat ion.

Whi le  the Assembly  is  the work  we do 
together  in  this  Synod,  some events 
are  being planned to  a l low us  t ime 
to  rest  and play.  The Synod’s  Faith 
Formation Team, along with leader-
ship from Camp Sequanota, have been 
planning a festival-type event for June 
23-25 at Camp Sequanota titled, "Well." 
This several-day event features a key-
note speaker,  workshops and affinity 
groups, music and more. I t ’s a time to 
rebuild community and find faith con-
nections for our daily l ives.  Registra-
tion is open. Visit  the Camp Sequano-
ta website for more information and 
to register.  The Faith Formation Team 
continues planning for a Youth Mis-
sion Trip to Florida in July.  This tr ip is 
open to youth, aged 14-18. The group 
will  travel to Florida and stay at Luther 
Springs while they assist with clean-
up from the hurricanes. Pastor Drew 
McCaffery is the contact person for 
this event.  I f  your congregation is not 
sending youth to this event,  consider 
supporting the group with a monetary 

donation. You can make donations 
through the Allegheny Synod website. 
Just click the "Donate" button on the 
front page. Our Synod will  host a Synod 
Youth Event,  "The Weekend," in Decem-
ber at St.  James Lutheran in Hunting-
don. This weekend will  focus on who 
we are as God’s own, and learn what it 
means to be enough. The Faith Forma-
tion Team has been working hard on 
this event,  and will  be providing cur-
riculum that can be used by families 
before the event.  Voting members to 
the Assembly will  receive a copy, and 
copies will  be available at other events 
and throughout the Summer leading 
up to "The Weekend."

Our Synod has been blessed with 
gifted leaders who are called to sup-
port and encourage our youth as they 
figure out l ife.  I  am proud of the work 
they are doing and hope that you find 
ways to support this work and to en-
courage the youth in your congrega-
tion and community.  The church as a 
whole is l iving into a new reality ;  be-
ing a community together is more im-
portant now. People are not connect-
ed to congregations in the same way. 
I f  we want to thrive into the future, 
we will  need to embrace new ideas, 
new ways of doing “old” things and be 
open to possibil ity.  At our Synod’s As-
sembly, I  am going to ask you to be 
open to yourself,  your neighbor and to 
the Holy Spirit ’s guidance as we move 
forward into a  hope -f i l led future.

Pe a c e  b e  y o u r s ,
B i s h o p  Pa u l a  †

BISHOP
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A Sanctuary for the Season
Pastor  Ja ime Olson submitted these photos  f rom the sanc tuar y  at  Evangel-

ica l  Lutheran Church in  Duncansvi l le.  The new Lent/Easter  background was 
insta l led,  just  in  t ime for  the season. 

Olson designed and painted the panels .  Trudy Cassada and Nanc y Gibboney 
cut  them and bui l t  the f ramework .  Jamie M i l ler,  Josh and Derek Detr ick  coor-
dinated the l ight ing.  I t  took a  team of  volunteers  to  insta l l . 

The photos  below show the t ransit ion. 
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( Continued from Page 11)
The goals of those two entities could not 

be more different. A business operates in 
ways that will maximize profit. A congre-
gation is about sharing Good News with 
our neighbors and living the life of Jesus 
in community. Maximized profits are not 
required to do that work. In fact, money is 
not necessarily required to do that work, 
yet, spending money and using resources 
faithfully can help us to effectively spread 
Good News and maximize service to our 
neighbors.

Earlier this year I had a conversation with 
a colleague as they were struggling with 
the financial wisdom of repeating a post-
card mailing that had been done previ-
ously. If your congregation has ever done 
such a mailing, you know how expensive 
they can be. Not long before that con-
versation, my spouse and I worshiped in 
that congregation, and that morning we 
remarked to each other how lively and 
welcoming the congregation seemed to 
be, even more so than usual. I discovered 
why in the conversation with their pastor. 
They had sent a postcard mailing inviting 
people to a specific service. Visitors came, 
and this congregation was well-prepared 
to welcome people and engage them in 
congregational life. Out of that mailing, 
six new people joined the congregation. 
That’s what my spouse and I had sensed 
going on when we had visited. The con-
gregation was growing, not just in num-
ber, but more importantly in the ministry 
of hospitality. Was the mailing expensive, 
maybe even too expensive? Yes. Would 
they recoup every penny spent on the 

mailing? Maybe not directly. Was the 
ministry that resulted from that mailing 
worth the cost? Undoubtedly. The pastor 
asked me, “Should we spend the money 
on another mailing?” My advice was, “AB-
SOLUTELY.” 

Even if the results aren’t the same, it’s 
worth trying it.

In the Gospel according to Luke (14:28) 
Jesus asks the crowds, “For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it?” 
Although Jesus uses this scenario as an 
example of weighing cost, he’s not talking 
about financial decisions; he’s talking 
about the cost of following him. If there’s 
any question whether Jesus thinks min-
istry is rooted in sound financial deci-
sions, he ends this teaching to the crowd 
by saying: “So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up 
all your possessions.” (v. 33) Those are so-
bering words for our profit-driven, mon-
ey-obsessed culture.

I’m not suggesting that we ignore finan-
cial health or spend money without regard 
or plan. I’m merely suggesting that we al-
low the Spirit to guide us in our hopes and 
strategies for ministry at least as much as 
we let a balance sheet guide us. If invest-
ing our money shrewdly in markets and 
accounts has resulted in bigger savings, 
less giving and emptier buildings, may-
be it is time for us to invest our money, 
time and energy into sharing Good News 
and loving our neighbors in new and bold 
ways. Let’s invest in following Jesus in our 
life and ministry.†

DEM
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BEFORE you GO
It's a great time of year

G r o w i n g  u p,  I  a l w a y s  w a s  a n  a u t u m n  p e r s o n . 
I  e n j o y  t h e  s m e l l  o f  t h e  l e a v e s ,  t h e  b r i g h t  c o l o r s  a n d  t h e  c h a n g i n g 

s e a s o n . 
B u t ,  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  I  c a n ' t  e v e r  e n j o y  t h e  f a l l  l e a v e s  e n t i r e l y.  I  a m 

c o l o r  b l i n d ,  s o  w h e n  C o u r t n e y  g a s p s  a t  a  b r i g h t  o r a n g e  t r e e ,  I  o f t e n 
m i s s  i t . 

M a y b e  t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  I  a m  s t a r t i n g  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  s p r i n g 
a n d  e a r l y  s u m m e r  m o r e . 

I  c a n  e a s i l y  p i c k  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  s p r o u t i n g  f r o m  t h e 
g r o u n d .  T h e  f i r s t  f l o w e r s  t o  s h o w  i n  o u r  y a r d  a r e  w h i t e  s n o w  d r o p s . 

T h e y  m a k e  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  l a t e  Fe b r u a r y,  i f  i t  g e t s  w a r m  e n o u g h . 
A s  I  a m  w r i t i n g ,  b l u e  a n d  p i n k  f l o w e r s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  s h o w  u p  a r o u n d 
t o w n . 

B y  t h e  t i m e  y o u  r e a d  t h i s ,  f l o w e r  g a r d e n s  a r e  l i k e l y  a l r e a d y  b l o o m -
i n g  n i c e l y. 

H o w  c a n  t h i s  c o l o r f u l ,  w a r m  s e a s o n  n o t  b e  m y  f a v o r i t e ? 
Fo l l o w i n g  Pa l m  S u n d a y  a n d  E a s t e r,  i t ' s  e a s y  t o  s e e  w h y  G o d  o r d e r e d 

t h e  s e a s o n s  t h e  w a y  h e  d i d .  J e s u s '  r e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  r e -
n e w a l  i s  a t  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r. 

E a c h  s e a s o n  h a s  i t s  m e r i t s .  I ' l l  s t i l l  t a k e  s o m e  t i m e  t o  e n j o y  f a l l , 
a n d ,  I  g u e s s ,  w i n t e r  a s  w e l l . 

B u t ,  t h e  o l d  s a y i n g,  " s t o p  a n d  s m e l l  t h e  r o s e s "  m a k e s  s o m e  s e n s e . 
I t ' s  a  g r e a t  t i m e  o f  y e a r. 

L i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  g o e s  b y  q u i c k l y.  B e  s u r e  y o u  d o n ' t  m i s s  i t . 

—  R i c k  K a z m e r



Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

What makes MIF Term Investments notable?  
Even non-investors see a return. 

Used an MIF loan 
to remodel the low-
income apartments 
the church rents to 
Togolese refugees, 
thus making their 
new homes a whole 
lot homier.

Lutheran Church of 
Christ the Redeemer 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

The Mission Investment Fund offers a wide range of 
investments for individuals and congregations, including 
Fixed- and Adjustable-rate Term Investments with a choice 
of terms. What’s more, when you invest with MIF, your 
investment finances loans to ELCA congregations like Christ 
the Redeemer. To learn more about our investments and 
loans, contact us at mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans
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https://www.mif.elca.org/

