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Longtime Social Services Leader Retiring
STORY ON PAGE 5

'IT HAS BEEN THE GREATEST 
HONOR OF MY LIFE'

Edition

Submitted photo
Patricia Savage has led Allegheny Lutheran Social Minis-
tries since 1996. 

Group Travels
to D.C. to Tackle

Homelessness
By RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

A  g r o u p  o f  a r e a  r e s i -
d e n t s  t r a v e l e d  t o  D. C . 
earlier this year to raise 
awareness about home -
lessness.

I t  was part of a larg-
er effort,  the Homeless 
Remembrance Blanket 
Project. 

As part of the event, 
blanket makers — knit-
ting, crocheting or quilt-
ing — created a gift for 
a stranger experiencing 
homelessness.  At the 
end of the evening, up 
to 600 quilts were deliv-
ered to Friendship Place, 
a D. C . - a r e a  s h e l t e r. 

FOR MORE SYNOD NEWS, 
CLICK HERE

https://www.alleghenysynod.org/blog
https://www.alleghenysynod.org/blog
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Trusting God's Vision
I  q u i t e  o f t e n  f e e l  l i k e  a  f a i l -

u r e .
T h a t  m i g h t  s o u n d  o d d  c o m -

i n g  f r o m  m e .  B u t ,  i t ’s  t h e 
t r u t h .  I  l o o k  o v e r  o u r  S y n o d 
o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  a n d  s e e  t h e 
n e e d s  w e  h a v e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t 
I  a l o n e  c a n’ t  f i x  t h e m .  I  w i s h  I 
c o u l d .  I  j o k e  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s 
a b o u t  w h e n  I  m i g h t  r e c e i v e 
t h e  m a g i c  w a n d  I  w a s  p r o m i s e d  i n  t h i s  c a l l . 
T h e y  a l l  l a u g h  w i t h  m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y,  t o o, 
w i s h  t h e y  h a d  a  m a g i c  w a n d  t o  w a v e  a r o u n d 
t h e i r  S y n o d s  a n d  h e a l  t h e  h u r t s ,  f i x  t h e  b r o -
k e n  p a r t s ,  f i l l  t h e  p u l p i t s ,  b r i n g  t h e  p e o p l e 
b a c k  a n d  s t r e t c h  t h e  b u d g e t s .

I  r e m e m b e r  a  s c e n e  i n  t h e  m o v i e  " B r u c e  A l -
m i g h t y "  w h e n  B r u c e  N o l a n  w a s  l a s h i n g  o u t 
a t  G o d .  G o d  a p p e a r e d  a n d  s a i d ,  “ I f  y o u  t h i n k 
y o u  c a n  d o  i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  m e ,  h e r e  —  l e t ’s 
s e e  y o u  t r y.” 

A n d  G o d  g i v e s  B r u c e  a l l  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d 
t o  t r y  o n  f o r  s i z e  a n d  s e e  h o w  w e l l  h e  c a n  f i x 
a l l  t h a t ’s  w r o n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d . 

O f  c o u r s e ,  B r u c e  t r i e s  t o  u s e  G o d ’s  p o w e r 
f o r  h i s  o w n  g a i n  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  h u r t 
h i m  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I  a m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I  w o u l d  d o 
t h e  s a m e . 

W h i l e  I  d o n’ t  l a s h  o u t  a t  G o d ,  t h i n k i n g  I  c a n 
d o  i t  a n y  b e t t e r,  I  s o m e t i m e s  w o n d e r  w h a t  I 
c a n  d o  t o  h u r r y  G o d  a l o n g  i n  t h e  t h i n g s  I  s e e 
t h a t  n e e d  f i x i n g. 

A n d  t h e n  I  a m  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  I 
t h i n k  n e e d  f i x i n g  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  t h i n g s 
G o d  s e e s  t h a t  n e e d  f i x i n g. 

A Message from Bishop Paula Schmitt

 (See BISHOP, Page 19)

Bishop Paula 
Schmitt
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Trusting God's Vision

Lutheran Letter Patrons
Thanks to these individuals and groups for their generous donations, 

which helped to make this issue of The Lutheran Letter possible. 

PATRONS:  Anonymous -  B ishop Emer itus 
Gregor y  & Barbara  Pi le  -  Herk  & Connie 
Hubbard -  K i rby & Susan Barc lay  -  Lowel l 
&  Carna Fr iedl ine -  Pastor  J im & Rebec-
ca  West  -  Sandra Parker  Hal l  &  Dennis  K . 
Hal l  -  The Rev.  Nanc y L .  Hoover  -  The Rev. 
Susan Mazer  Winger  & M r.  Larr y  L .  Mazer
IN HONOR OF:  B ishop Emer itus  Gregor y 
Pi le  by  Anonymous -  Sequanota Confer-
ence Center  &  Camp by Revs.  Bob & E lea-
nor  Abarno
IN MEMORY OF:  Jef f  McCready by Mar y 
Jane McCready -  Pastors  Chr is  &  Pat  R am-
sey by Cher ie  & Larr y  Shannon-  the Rev. 
Donald R .  Thomas by Rober t  &  L inda McEl-
roy Thomas -  The Rev.  Rober t  G.  Whis ler 
by  Dr.  Florence War fel

Scene of the Edition

Photo by Bishop Paula Schmitt

The sky above St. David's church 
in Davidsville on Jan. 5. 
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WARM

Susan Barclay and Ann Ferry, 
who both attend Messiah Lu-
theran Church in New Center-
ville. They traveled to the cap-
ital to raise awareness about 
homelessness.

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )
" H o m e l e s s n e s s  i s n ' t  a l w a y s  l i v i n g 

o n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  I t  c a n  b e  l i v i n g  i n 
a  c h e a p  h o t e l  r o o m ,  l i v i n g  i n  a  c a r 
o r  h a v i n g  t o  m o v e  i n  w i t h  f a m i l y  o r 
f r i e n d s .  A  c o u p l e ,  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e 
M e m o r i a l  B l a n k e t  Pr o j e c t ,  p o i n t e d 
o u t  a n o t h e r  r e a l i t y.  T h e y  h a d  o n c e 
l i v e d  i n  a  s h e l t e r  o f  f o u r  w a l l s ,  b u t 
h a d  n o  e l e c t r i c i t y,  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  o r 
h e a t ,"  S u s a n  B a r c l a y,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
L a z a r u s  G a t e  Fo o d  Pa n t r y  i n  R o c k -
w o o d ,  s a i d . 

S h e  m a d e  t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l 
w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  M e s s i a h  Lu -
t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  N e w  C e n t e r v i l l e . 
" T h e y  a c t u a l l y  f e l t  f o r t u n a t e  b e -
c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  f o u r  w a l l s ."

B a r c l a y  s a i d  s h e  a p p r e c i a t e d  p e o -
p l e  p a s s i n g  b y  w h o  o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p. 

" Pe o p l e  ( w e r e )  s t o p p i n g,  a s k i n g 
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  w a n t i n g  t o  k n o w  h o w 
t h e y  c o u l d  h e l p  s h o w s  t h e  h e a r t  o f 
p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n .  A l m o s t  a l l 
a g r e e d  t h a t  w e  a s  a  n a t i o n  c o u l d 
a n d  s h o u l d  d o  b e t t e r.  I t  w a s  a  l o n g 
d a y  a n d  I  w a s  e x h a u s t e d  a s  I  g o t  o n 
t h e  b u s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C a r l i s l e .  B u t ,  i t 
w a s  s o  w o r t h  i t ,"  B a r c l a y  s a i d . 

T h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  1 , 2 0 0  q u i l t s 

s p r e a d  o n  t h e  l a w n .  E a c h  s t a t e  w a s 
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m a k e  1 0 0  o r  m o r e 
b l a n k e t s  —  s h i p p i n g  1 0  o f  t h e m  t o 
t h e  e v e n t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  o t h -
e r s  t h r o u g h  o u t r e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a c r o s s  t h e i r  s t a t e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
r e p o r t  o n  t h e  e v e n t ' s  w e b s i t e . 

" T h e  g e n t l e m a n  i n  c h a r g e  a t  t h e 
s h e l t e r  t h a t  e v e n i n g  g o t  o n  t h e  b u s 
a n d  t h a n k e d  u s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d 
r e c e i v e  t h e  q u i l t s ,  b u t  w o u l d  b e  u n -
a b l e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h a n k  u s ,"  B a r -
c l a y  s a i d .  " H e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  b y  t h e  t i m e 
w e  m a d e  o u r  t w o - h o u r  t r i p  h o m e  t o 
C a r l i s l e ,  a l l  t h e  q u i l t s  w o u l d  b e  d i s -
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  s e r v e d 
t h a t  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  a n d / o r 
k i t c h e n ."

I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  5 8 0 , 4 6 6 
p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  h o m e l e s s n e s s , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  e n d h o m e l e s s n e s s . o r g , 
a  s i t e  t h a t  t r a c k s  s t a t i s t i c s ,  b a s e d 
o n  C e n s u s  r e s u l t s .

" T h e  t h a n k  y o u  a n d  n e e d  c o m p l e t e -
l y  c a u g h t  m e  o f f  g u a r d  a s  I  s h e d  a 
f e w  t e a r s .  T h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  t h e 
c o l d  s n a p  t h a t  g r i p p e d  m u c h  o f  t h e 
n a t i o n  h i t  t h e  D. C .  a r e a .  I  h o p e  t h e 
q u i l t s  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  w a r m t h  a n d  a 
t o k e n  o f  o u r  l o v e ,"  s h e  s a i d .  †

Submitted photo



Join the 
Allegheny Synod 

in prayer for these 
congregations 

this issue. 

Remember 
in Prayer 
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March
Week 1: Luth-

ersburg-Rockton 
Parish: St. John, 

Luthersburg; and 
St. Peter, Rockton
Week 2: Bethany 
Lutheran, Altoona 

Week 3: Zion 
Lutheran, 
Clearville 

Week 4: Curwens-
ville Area 

Lutheran Ministry: 
Grace Lutheran, 

Curwensville; 
Olanta Lutheran, 

Olanta; and 
Salem, New 

Milport

April
Week 1: First 

Lutheran, Altoona
Week 2: St. Luke, 

Rockwood 
Week 3: St. 

David’s Lutheran, 
Davidsville 
Week 4: St. 

Clairsville Parish: 
Messiah, Bedford; 

and St. Peter, 
Osterburg

 (See SAVAGE, Page 8)

BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

T h e  l o n g - t i m e  c h i e f  o f  A l l e g h e n y  Lu t h e r a n  S o c i a l  M i n i s t r i e s 
i s  r e t i r i n g  o n  M a r c h  1 . 

Pa t r i c i a  W.  S a v a g e ,  w h o  h a s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  r o l e  s i n c e  1 9 9 6 , 
h a s  o v e r s a w  w o r k  a t  A L S M  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  s e r v i c e s  f o r  c h i l d 
c a r e  a n d  s e n i o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  e i g h t  c o u n t i e s  i n  w e s t - c e n t r a l 
Pe n n s y l v a n i a . 

“A s  i n  a n y  r o l e  ( p e r h a p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h e a l t h  a n d  h u m a n 
s e r v i c e  w o r k )  I  w i l l  m i s s  t h e  p e o p l e .  I  w i l l  m i s s  t h e  c o m m i t -
m e n t  a n d  t h e  c a r i n g  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  w h o m  I 
h a v e  h a d  t h e  h o n o r  t o  w o r k .  T h e y  e xe m p l i f y  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f 
A L S M  —  ‘ t o  s e r v e  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  a  m i n i s t r y  o f  l o v e ,  c o m p a s -
s i o n  a n d  m e r c y  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  o u r  L o r d ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,' " S a v -
a g e  s a i d  i n  a n  e m a i l  a b o u t  h e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t . 

A L S M  s e r v e s  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a  y e a r  w i t h  a  s t a f f  o f  m o r e  t h a n 
3 0 0  a n d  a n  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  o f  $ 2 8  m i l l i o n . 

 “A L S M  h a s  g r o w n  t o  s e r v e  m o r e  p e o p l e .  A L S M  h a s  a l s o  e x -
p a n d e d  i t s  o f f e r i n g s  w i t h  a f f o r d a b l e  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g  f o r  s e -
n i o r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  o u r  i n d e p e n -
d e n t - l i v i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  s e n i o r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  a g e  i n  p l a c e ,” 
S a v a g e  s a i d .  “ We  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  A L S M  a s  a 
s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y  w i t h  t h e  G o s p e l  w e  h e a r  e v e r y  S u n d a y.  O u r 
w o r k  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  G o s p e l  i n  a c t i o n .  We  h a v e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o 
i n c r e a s e  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  A L S M  s e r v i c e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s 
t h r o u g h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  l o c a l  c h a m b e r s  o f  c o m m e r c e  a n d 
o t h e r  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .”

T h r o u g h o u t  h e r  c a r e e r,  S a v a g e  h a s  e a r n e d  s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s 
a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o a r d s  i n  h e r  f i e l d . 

I n  2 0 1 3 ,  s h e  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  f i e l d 
o f  a g i n g  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  Pa u l  H a a s  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t 
Aw a r d ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y  L e a d i n g  A g e  Pe n n s y l v a n i a . 

S h e  s a i d  s h e  i s  a  l i f e l o n g  Lu t h e r a n  w h o  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n 
a c t i v e  i n  h e r  c h u r c h . 

“ I  a l w a y s  s o u g h t  t o  s e r v e  i n  a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  ( a n d  o p t i m a l -
l y,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y  s e t t i n g ) . 

ALSM President is Retiring
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WE are LUTHERAN
Doug Rhodes Thanks His Mother for His Love for Music

 (See RHODES, Page 14)

BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

D o u g  R h o d e s  s t a r t e d  t o  p l a y  p i -
a n o  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r  w h i l e  i n  e l e -
m e n t a r y  s c h o o l . 

H e  g r e w  u p  i n  a  " m u s i c a l  h o u s e -
h o l d "  w h e r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  e n -
c o u r a g e d . 

" D e v e l o p i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  m u s i c a l 
s k i l l s  w a s  a l w a y s  s t i m u l a t e d  w i t h -
i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  s o  a l l  o f  u s  ( s i b l i n g s ) 
p l a y e d  m u l t i p l e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  I 
s t a r t e d  m y  l o v e  o f  t h e  b r a s s  f a m i -
l y  w i t h  t h e  t r o m b o n e ,  w h i c h  c o n -
t i n u e s  t o  t h i s  d a y ,"  h e  s a i d . 

R h o d e s ,  5 8 ,  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o r -
g a n i s t ,  c h o i r  a c c o m p a n i s t  a n d  p i -
a n i s t  a t  Z i o n  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n 
H o l l i d a y s b u r g . 

H e  s a i d  t h a t  p l a y i n g  m u s i c  d u r i n g 
p r e l u d e ,  b e f o r e  a  s e r v i c e ,  i s  a  g r e a t 
t i m e  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n . 

" B o t h  f o r  m e  a n d  t h e  c o n g r e g a -
t i o n ,"  h e  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  h e  a l s o 
e n j o y s  p l a y i n g  m u s i c  d u r i n g  c o m -
m u n i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

" I  t r y  t o  f i n d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f i t -
t i n g  t o  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  o f  t h e  w e e k 
a s  w e l l  a s  w o n d e r f u l l y  a r r a n g e d 
f o r  t h e  k e y b o a r d ." 

H i s  f a v o r i t e  m u s i c  t o  p l a y  i n c l u d e s 
a n y  H a y d n  s o n a t a ,  B r a h m s ' s  " I n -
t e r m e z z o  i n  E  M a j o r,"  " O p u s  1 1 6 , 
N o .  4 "  a n d  t h e  C h o p i n  n o c t u r n e s , 

a m o n g  o t h e r s . 
" I  l o v e  t o  a c -

c o m p a n y  s o l o -
i s t s .  A n y  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  I  g e t  t o 
h e l p  a  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l ,  o r  a m a -
t e u r,  p e r f o r m  a 
p i e c e  o r  s o n g 

t h e y ' v e  s p e n t 
s w e a t  e q u i t y  l e a r n i n g  i s  a  t o t a l 
j o y  f o r  m e ,"  h e  s a i d . 

O n c e  h e  p l a y e d  t w o ,  f u l l  s o l o 
c o n c e r t s  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  A m e r i c a n 
H e a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  b e -
c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  i n  m e m o r y  o f  a 
f r i e n d  w h o  d i e d  s u d d e n l y  f r o m  a 
p r e v e n t a b l e  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n . 

" T h e  c o n c e r t s  w e r e  d e e p l y  e m o -
t i o n a l ,  n o t  o n l y  d u e  t o  t h e  p i e c e s 
I  c h o s e ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
a t t e n d a n c e  b o t h  e v e n i n g s  a n d  d o -
n a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d ,"  h e  s a i d . 

Andrea K. Paul
RICP®, CLTC®, FIC
Financial Associate
412 Allegheny Street, Suite 103
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-695-3496

27193  R6-20
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The Lutheran Letter

( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i f t h 
p a r t  i n  a n  o n g o i n g  s e r i e s  b y  P a s -
t o r  J u l i e  H o l m  a b o u t  h e r  t h r e e -
m o n t h  j o u r n e y  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  u n i q u e  l o c a t i o n s 
a n d  f a i t h . )

BY PASTOR JULIE HOLM
Brush Valley Fusion of Faith

I  h a d  v i s i t e d  W i t t e n b e r g  b r i e f -
l y  b e f o r e ,  b u t  t h i s  t r i p  g a v e  m e 
t i m e  t o  l i n g e r .

I  h e a d e d  f i r s t  t o  t h e  S t a d t  ( o r 
c i t y )  c h u r c h .  W h i l e  n o t  t h e  m o s t 
f a m o u s  c h u r c h ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n e  M a r -
t i n  L u t h e r  w o u l d  h a v e  p r e a c h e d 
i n  t h e  m o s t ,  a n d  i t  c o n t a i n s  a 
n u m b e r  o f  f a m o u s  R e f o r m a t i o n 
a r t w o r k s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  m a i n 
c h u r c h  w a s  c l o s e d ,  a n d  I  w o u l d 
v i s i t  i t  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  c h a p e l 
w a s  o p e n  f o r  p r a y e r .   A  n u n  i n v i t -
e d  m e  t o  j o i n  h e r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r 
e v e n i n g  p r a y e r  a t  6  p . m . ,  a n d  I 
h a d  a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  w e l c o m -
i n g  m e  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  o f  e v e n i n g 
a n d  m o r n i n g  p r a y e r ,  a n d  c o m m u -
n i o n  o n e  d a y ! 

T h i s  g u i d e d  m y  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l 
t o w a r d  G o d  e a c h  d a y .    

J o i n i n g  t h e  s i s t e r s  a l s o  m e a n t 
t h a t  I  w a s  u p  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n -
i n g .  A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  L u t h e r h a u s , 

I  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  h o u r  e a r l y !  I 
w a l k e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  s a t 
u n d e r  t h e  L u t h e r e i c h e  ( L u t h e r 
O a k  —  p l a n t e d  w h e n  a n d  w h e r e 
L u t h e r  b u r n e d  t h e  p a p a l  b u l l , 
t h r e a t e n i n g  h i s  e x c o m m u n i c a -
t i o n )  f o r  a  b i t ,  t h e n  s t a r t e d  w a l k -
i n g  i n  t h e  L u t h e r  G a r d e n .  H e r e 
a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  t r e e s  p l a n t e d  f o r 
t h e  5 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  R e f -
o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  I  r e s o l v e d  t o  f i n d 
t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d  t r e e .    

L u t h e r  l i v e d  a t  t h e  L u t h e r h a u s 
m o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  f i r s t  a s  a  m o n k , 
l a t e r  a s  a  f a m i l y  m a n .  I t  i s  p r e -
s e r v e d  a s  a  m u s e u m  a b o u t  h i s 
l i f e  a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  K a t a -
r i n a  v o n  B o r a . 

Sabbatical Report Part 5: 
The Land Where Martin Luther Walked

Photo by Pastor Julie Holm
A selfie at The Stadtkirche, or City 
Church, in Wittenberg.

 (See JOURNEY 1, Page 13)
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  5 )
" I  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 

s e r v e  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e  a s  w e l l 
a s  a  v o l u n t e e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  Lu t h e r a n 
s e t t i n g ,” s h e  s a i d . 

S h e  p l a n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  s o c i a l  m i n i s -
t r y  i n  r e t i r e m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  t e a c h i n g 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e . 

“ I  a l s o  p l a n  t o  t r a v e l  a n d  s p e n d 
m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  e n j o y i n g 
s o m e  f a v o r i t e  h o b b i e s  l i k e  n e e d l e -
w o r k ,  r e a d i n g,  c o o k i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g ,” 
s h e  s a i d . 

S a v a g e  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  D r.  R o g e r 

J o h n s o n  a n d  h a s  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  a n d 
f i v e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  S h e  w i l l  b e  m o v -
i n g  t o  L i t i t z  t o  b e  c l o s e r  t o  f a m i l y, 
s h e  s a i d .  S h e  p l a n s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  I t a -
l y,  G e r m a n y  a n d  Fr a n c e . 

 “ I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h o n o r  o f 
m y  l i f e  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t /
C E O  o f  a  Lu t h e r a n  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a n  e s p e -
c i a l l y  h u m b l i n g  h o n o r  t o  s e r v e  w i t h 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  S y n o d 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  k i n d n e s s  a n d  l o v e 
o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,” s h e 
s a i d .  †

SAVAGE

Unique Ministry Growing at Grace
BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

Pa s t o r  C a r o l y n  H e t -
r i c k ' s  g o a l  i s  t o  o n e 
d a y  h o s t  a  S y n o d  g a t h -
e r i n g  f o r  a d u l t s  l i v i n g 
w i t h  p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n -
t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

S h e  w a n t s  t o  p r o v i d e 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
t h e m  t o  w o r s h i p  w i t h 
m u s i c ,  f u n  a n d  f a i t h , 
s i m i l a r  t o  s t a n d a r d 
y o u t h  e v e n t s . 

T h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n  b u i l d i n g 
t o w a r d  t h a t  d r e a m 

h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  l a i d 
a t  G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n 
C h u r c h  i n  S t a t e  C o l -
l e g e ,  w h e r e  H e t r i c k  i s 
a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r. 

" Lo n g  b e f o r e  I  w a s 
c a l l e d  t o  G r a c e  a s  a 
p a s t o r,  t h i s  f a i t h  c o m -
m u n i t y  w a s  p r o v i d i n g 
f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h o s e 
l i v i n g  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s 
f o r  d e c a d e s ,  i n  l a r g e 
p a r t  b e c a u s e  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n 
w e r e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e n 
a d u l t s  l i v i n g  w i t h  i n -
t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s ," 
H e t r i c k  s a i d .  " W h a t  w e 

d o  n o w  s t a n d s  o n  t h e i r 
s h o u l d e r s ."

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  m o n t h l y 
m e e t i n g s  s t a r t e d  w i t h 
u p  t o  2 5  p e o p l e  o f f e r -
i n g  B i b l e  s t u d y  a n d  a 
f a i t h  f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i -
t y  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  i n -
t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s 
o r  m e n t a l  w e l l n e s s 
c o n c e r n s .  T h e  s e s s i o n s 
i n c l u d e d  d i r e c t  s u p -
p o r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a n d 
a n y o n e  w h o  w a n t e d  t o 
t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  g a t h -
e r i n g. 

Disciples Together

 (See TOGETHER 1, Page 9)
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TOGETHER 1

 (See TOGETHER 2, Page 12)

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  8 )
M o m e n t u m  w a s  b u i l d i n g  a s  p a r t i c -

i p a n t s  r e a d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  B i b l e , 
s h a r e d  p r a y e r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  b l e s s -
e d  e a c h  o t h e r.  T h e y  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s 
D i s c i p l e s  To g e t h e r. 

"A f t e r  h a l f  a  y e a r  o f  p r o m i s e ,  t h e 
p a n d e m i c  h i t .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f 
2 0 2 0 ,  w e  u t i l i z e d  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f 
d o o r w a y  p i z z a  v i s i t s ,  Z o o m  m e e t -
u p s ,  p a r k i n g  l o t  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  a n 
o u t d o o r  s u m m e r  p i c n i c  t o  r e m a i n 
c o n n e c t e d .  M a n y  w e r e  s t r u g g l i n g 
w i t h  i s o l a t i o n .  S o m e  w e r e n’ t  a b l e  t o 
b e  w i t h  f a m i l y  f o r  h o l i d a y s .  I t  w a s 
h e a r t b r e a k i n g,"  H e t r i c k  s a i d . 

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  D r.  J o n n a  B e l a n g e r  f r o m 
Pe n n  S t a t e ,  a s k e d  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  a 
s p a c e  t o  h o s t  Fi t L i n k  c a r d i o  f i t n e s s 
f o r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  w i t h  i n -
t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  m e n t a l 
h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s .

A s  t h e  p a n d e m i c  r e c e d e s ,  t h e  g r o u p 
s t a r t e d  m e e t i n g  i n  p e r s o n  a g a i n 
a n d  Fi t L i n k  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c o m p l i -
m e n t a r y  p a r t  o f  D i s c i p l e s  To g e t h e r. 

" We  e x p a n d e d  t o  o f f e r i n g  q u a r t e r l y 
m e a l  a n d  w o r s h i p  g a t h e r i n g s  a f t e r 
s o m e  c o a c h i n g  f r o m  R e j o i c i n g  S p i r -
i t s ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e l p i n g  c h u r c h -
e s  o f f e r  i n c l u s i v e  w o r s h i p.  To d a y,  a t 
G r a c e ,  t h e  u m b r e l l a  m i n i s t r y  c a l l e d 
D i s c i p l e s  To g e t h e r  i n c l u d e s  d i n i n g 
t o g e t h e r  o n  We d n e s d a y s  f o r  a  m e a l 
a n d  b r i e f  Ta b l e  Ta l k  f o r  t h o s e  w h o 
c a n  j o i n  u s ;  F i t l i n k ;  q u a r t e r l y  d i n -
n e r  c h u r c h - s t y l e  w o r s h i p  l e d  b y  a n d 
w i t h  o u r  d i s c i p l e s ;  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l 
f e l l o w s h i p  g a t h e r i n g s  l i k e  o u r  u p -

c o m i n g  M o v i e  N i g h t ,"  H e t r i c k  s a i d .  
" I f  t h i s  s o u n d s  l i k e  a  f l u i d  p r o c e s s , 
i t  i s .  We  t r y  t o  i n v o l v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
n u m b e r  o f  f o l k s  w h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g 
t h e  s c h e d u l e s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
v a r i a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e  f l e x i b l e  p l a n -
n i n g."

H e t r i c k  s a i d  t h e  u m b r e l l a  o f  m i n -
i s t r i e s  c e l e b r a t e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  t h e 
b o d y,  m i n d  a n d  s o u l  f o r  p a r t i c i -
p a n t s .  S h e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  s p i r i t  o f 
j o y  d u r i n g  g a t h e r i n g s . 

" We  o f f e r  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  s o m e 
i n  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p  h o m e s  w h o s e 
b i o l o g i c a l  f a m i l i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  a 
f a i t h  l i f e ,  b u t  w h o  l o n g  f o r  t h a t  c o n -
n e c t i o n  t o  J e s u s  a n d  G o d ’s  w o r d .  We 
p r a y  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r,  c h e e r  e a c h  o t h -
e r  o n  f r o m  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s  v i c t o -
r i e s  a n d  c o n s o l e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  l o s s -
e s .  T h e r e  i s  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
a  s p a c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  a s  t h e y  a r e  t o 
k n o w  t h e y  a r e  b e l o v e d  t o  G o d  a n d 
t o  e a c h  o t h e r. 

Submitted photo
Some of the Disciples Together members 
during an event. 
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(Editor's  note:  Lutheran Campus Minis-
tr y at Penn State is  the Evangelical  Lu-
theran Church in America presence on 
campus in the territor y of  the Allegheny 
Synod. We asked Deacon Alicia Ander-
son,  who ser ves as campus minister,  for 
some updates each semester.)

BY DEACON ALICIA ANDERSON
Penn State University Campus Minister

Through the years,  we have consis-
tently been able to recruit students to 
play piano for our Thursday worship 
services on campus.

Some have already been part of the 
l ife of our community when they start-
ed playing, while others have found 
their way to our community when we 
were looking for a pianist.  Thes e  g i f t -
e d  y o u n g  m u s i c i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a -
j o r i n g  i n  j o u r n a l i s m ,  p h y s i c s ,  a n i -
m a l  b i o s c i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  b i o l o g y 
a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  m u s i c .

O u r  w e e k l y  w o r s h i p  h a s  c e r t a i n -
l y  b e e n  b l e s s e d  b y  t h e i r  m u s i c a l 
s k i l l s ,  y e t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  y o u n g 
p e o p l e  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f a i t h  t h a t 
g a t h e r s  o n  T h u r s d a y s ,  n o t  j u s t  b e -
c a u s e  o f  t h e  m u s i c  t h e y  h a v e  m a d e . 
O u r  s t u d e n t  m u s i c i a n s  h a v e  s h a r e d 
t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  j o y s  f o r  t h e 
p r a y e r  l i s t ,  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e 
r e f l e c t i o n / c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e 
w e e k l y  g o s p e l ,  g a t h e r e d  f o r  s t o -

r i e s  a n d  l a u g h t e r  a r o u n d  t h e  d i n -
n e r  t a b l e ,  s h a r e d  u p s  a n d  d o w n s 
o f  t h e i r  w e e k ,  a n d  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e 
s t r u g g l e s  a n d  s u c c e s s e s  o f  t h e i r 
p e e r s .

L a s t  w e e k ,  w h e n  o u r  u s u a l  p i a -
n i s t  h a d  a  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o u r  w o r s h i p 
t i m e ,  I  m a d e  p l a n s  t o  u s e  t h e  p i a -
n o  r e c o r d i n g  w e  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e 
CO V I D  s e m e s t e r s  ( p a r t  o f  a n  e l a b o -
r a t e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  h a v e 
m u s i c  f o r  w o r s h i p  w h i l e  n o t  s i n g i n g 
i n  t h e  c o m m o n  s p a c e  t o g e t h e r ) .

W h e n  e v e r yone gathered for  wor-
ship,  however,  another  st u d e n t  v o l -
u n t e e r e d  t o  p l a y  t h e  p i a n o  a n d  d i d 
a  w o n d e r f u l  j o b.  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  w h i l e 
s i n c e  h e  h a d  a c c o m p a n i e d  a n d 
t h o u g h  h e  w a s  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  i t ,  e v -
e r y t h i n g  w e n t  b e a u t i f u l l y.

I t  w a s  g o o d  t o  w e l c o m e  t h i s  o t h -
e r  s t u d e n t ’s  m u s i c a l  g i f t s .  I t  w a s 
m u c h  m o r e  e n j o y a b l e  t o  s i n g  e v e -
n i n g  p r a y e r  w i t h  l i v e  p i a n o  i n s t e a d 
o f  a  r e c o r d i n g.  I t  w a s  a l s o  a  l o v e l y 
r e m i n d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  g i f t s 
h i d i n g  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f a i th, 
ready for the opportunity to emerge 
and be a blessing. I can’t help but look 
around at the students who are part 
of Lutheran Campus Ministry and won-
der what hidden gifts they are on the 
verge of sharing with our community, 
with the wider church, with the world. 

God has created us all  with many gifts. 
May we find places to share them.†

A Report from Lion Country
Celebrating our Musical Gifts
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 (See DEM 1, Page 20)

The Director's Take
News of Note from the Director of Evangelical Mission

Pastor Kevin 
Shock

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m o -
m e n t  s o  h o l y  t h a t  y o u  g o t  c h i l l s ?

I t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  a  f e w  t i m e s 
i n  m y  l i f e  w h e n  s o m e o n e  s a i d 
s o m e t h i n g  p r o f o u n d  o r  w h e n  I  f e l t 
l i k e  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  u n d e r s t o o d  m y 
s o r r o w  o r  m y  j o y.  U s u a l l y,  a  p h y s -
i c a l  f e e l i n g  l i k e  c h i l l s  o r  a  r u s h  o f 
b l o o d  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t 
o r c h e s t r a t e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o r  c o n -
v e r s a t i o n .  S o m e t i m e s ,  t h e  f e e l i n g 
d o e s n’ t  c o m e  u n t i l  m u c h  l a t e r.  I ’m 
n o t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  g e n e r a l l y  a s s o -
c i a t e s  f a i t h  w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  I  h a v e , 
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e  S p i r -
i t  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  a  h o l y  m o m e n t  t o 
g o  u n n o t i c e d.

There is  one such moment that  I  s t i l l 
th ink about  of ten,  even years  later. 
To say  that  I  th ink about  i t  doesn’t 
accurately  descr ibe what  happens. 
The memor y,  and sometimes an as-
sociated feel ing l ike  chi l l s ,  creeps 
up on me when I ’m not  expec t ing 
i t .  When the thought  comes into 
my head,  i t  feels  again as  though 
the Holy  Spir i t  wants  me to  take the 
words  I  heard to  hear t  and wants  me 
to  fo l low the Spir i t ’s  d i rec t ion in  my 
ministr y.

Here is  the s i tuat ion as  I  can best  re -

cal l  i t :  About  a  dozen 
years  ago,  I  was  asked 
to  do a  funeral  for 
someone unk nown to 
me through a  commu-
nit y  connec t ion.  As 
I  met  with the loved 
ones  of  the deceased 
person,  i t  seemed as 
though they did  not 

have much church exper ience,  and 
yet  they were a lso  exceedingly  hos-
pitable  and gracious  in  welcom-
ing me into their  home and in  their 
grat i tude for  the ser v ice  I  would be 
providing.  Fol lowing in  her  parents’ 
hospita l i t y  and grace was  a  4-year-
old  gir l .  She was  eager  to  ta lk  to  me 
and take me on a  tour  of  the par ts 
of  the house and yard that  she k new 
best . 

I t  was  a  del ight  to  be in  her  pres-
ence,  and i t  was  a  pr iv i lege to  be a 
pastor  for  this  fami ly,  even i f  just 
for  this  one event .  I t  was  a  beaut i fu l 
late -summer day when we gathered 
for  the graveside ser v ice  — warm, 
sunny and breez y. 

I  was  greet ing people  as  they gath-
ered,  and most  people  were express-
ing joy  and grat i tude for  having 
k nown the woman we were com-
mending into G o d ’s  e t e r n a l  c a r e . 
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  9 )
" H o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  d o  y o u  t h i n k 

a r o u n d  t h e  S y n o d  w o u l d  b e n e f i t 
f r o m  t h i s ?  E v e r y o n e ! "  H e t r i c k  s a i d . 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  o n 
Fa i t h  a n d  D i s a b i l i t y,  8 4 %  o f  p e o p l e 
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  s a i d  t h e i r  f a i t h  i s 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e m . 

O n l y  4 5 %  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  s e v e r e 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  a t t e n d  a  p l a c e  o f  w o r -
s h i p  a t  l e a s t  m o n t h l y. 

A  m e r e  1 0 %  o f  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s 
d o  c o n g r e g a t i o n - w i d e  d i s a b i l i t y 
a w a r e n e s s .  Ye t ,  3 2 %  o f  p a r e n t s  o f 
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c h a n g e d 
t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  b e c a u s e 
t h e i r  c h i l d  w a s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  o r 
w e l c o m e d .

" We  h a d  o n e  d i s c i p l e  c o m e  t o  u s 
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  c h u r c h  a s k e d  t h a t  h e 
n o t  r e t u r n  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  d e e m e d 
' d i s r u p t i v e ,'  H e t r i c k  s a i d . 

T h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

h a v e  b e e n  e a r l y  c h a l l e n g e s ,  b u t  o r -
g a n i z e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  G o d  h a s  b e e n 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  w o r k . 

E a c h  w e e k ,  H e t r i c k  s e e s  a  s u c c e s s . 
" I t  c o u l d  b e  t h e  B a t m a n - t h e m e d 

5 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  a t  o u r  We d n e s d a y 
m e a l  f o r  a  d i s c i p l e  w h o  i s  t h e  o l d e s t 
l i v i n g  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  s y n d r o m e .  I t  c o u l d  b e 
t w o  g u y s  i n  a  S c o u t  t r o o p  f o r  t h o s e 
l i v i n g  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s 
t h a t  w a n t  t o  d o  t h e i r  E a g l e  p r o j -
e c t s  h e r e .  .  .  A n o t h e r  w h o  s t r u g -
g l e s  w i t h  m e n t a l  w e l l n e s s  j o i n e d 
t h e  c h o i r.  I t  c o u l d  b e  h i g h  f i v e s  a f -
t e r  c o m m u n i o n ,  o r  h a v i n g  a  d a n c e 
p a r t y  a n d  s e e i n g  t w o  o f  o u r  d i s c i -
p l e s  w h o  a r e  a  c o u p l e  g e t  t o  d a n c e 
t o g e t h e r,"  H e t r i c k  s a i d .

" I t  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  w e  g r e w  d u r i n g 
t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  s t a y e d  s t r o n g  a n d 
l o v i n g,  a n d  o u r  d i s c i p l e s  a r e  e v a n -
g e l i z i n g  a n d  j o y f u l ."  †

TOGETHER 2

Submitted photo
Disciples Together offers an oppor-
tunity for fellowship and fun. 

" I t  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  w e  g r e w 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  s t a y e d 
s t r o n g  a n d  l o v i n g ,  a n d  o u r 
d i s c i p l e s  a r e  e v a n g e l i z i n g 
a n d  j o y f u l ."

—  P a s t o r  C a r o l y n  H e t r i c k

 (See JOURNEY 2, Page 15)
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JOURNEY 1
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  7 )

T h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s 
b e i n g  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e 
t a b l e s  a r o u n d  w h i c h  L u t h e r ’s  “ t a -
b l e  t a l k ” s e s s i o n s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s 
o c c u r r e d . 

T h r o u g h  h i s  l i f e ,  L u t h e r  w a s  a n 
o n g o i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  c o n t i n u i n g 
a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  t h e o l o g y , 
a n d  e v e n  t a k i n g  i t  m u c h  t o o  f a r , 
t o  h i s  a n t i s e m i t i c  w r i t i n g s  l a t e r 
i n  l i f e . 

H i s  f o o t s t e p s  h e r e  f e l t  a m a z -
i n g l y  d e e p  a n d  t h e  s i t e  r e m i n d -
e d  m e  t h a t  L u t h e r ’s  c o n t r i b u t i o n 
w a s  a  l i f e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  f i g u r i n g 
o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  b e l i e v e r s 
a n d  G o d .  

W i t t e n b e r g  i s  s o  r i c h  i n  R e f o r -
m a t i o n  s i t e s .  I  c a n n o t  e l a b o r a t e 
o n  t h e m  a l l ;  I  v i s i t e d  M e l a n c h -
t h o n  a n d  C r a n a c h  h o u s e s ,  b o t h 
S c h l o s s  a n d  S t a d t  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e 
1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  p a n o r a m a  a n d  t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  a r t  i n  t h e 
f o r m e r  c a s t l e . 

V i s i t i n g  E r f u r t ,  I  f i r s t  s a w  w h e r e 
L u t h e r  w a s  a  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  w a l k e d 
p a s t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C h a p e l ,  t h e 
C o l l e g i u m  M a i u s  ( t h e  o r i g i n a l 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E r f u r t )  a n d  L u t h e r ’s 
d o r m .  T h r i l l i n g l y ,  I  c h e c k e d  i n t o 
a  r o o m  a t  A u g u s t i n e r k l o s t e r ,  t h e 
m o n a s t e r y  w h e r e  L u t h e r  w a s  a 
m o n k ,  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n  o f 
t h e  m o n s t e r y ,  s l e e p i n g  w h e r e 
m o n k s  s l e p t  a n d  b r e a k f a s t i n g 
w h e r e  m o n k s  a t e . 

Photos by Pastor Julie Holm
The study of Luther's house in Wittenberg, 
where friends gathered for "Table Talk."

The Allegheny 
Synod Tree in 
one of the Luther 
Gardens in Wit-
tenberg.

The church of 
the Augustinerk-
loster in Erfurt, 
where Luther 
was a monk.

 (See JOURNEY 2, Page 15)
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RHODES

FAITH MAT TERS

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  6 )
R h o d e s  a l s o  e n j o y s  w r i t i n g ,  a t  w w w . D o u g H u g s . c o m ,  w h e n  h e  h a s  t h e 

t i m e .  H e  t e a c h e s  c l a s s r o o m  m u s i c  a t  P e n n - M o n t  A c a d e m y  a n d  H o l y 
T r i n i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o p e r a t e s  D o u g ' s  D a w g s ,  a  f o o d  c o n c e s s i o n  b u s i n e s s . 

T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  1 8  y e a r s  o l d .  
"A b o v e  a l l ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  m y  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y .  I f 

i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  a  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  l o v i n g  f a m i l y  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t ,  m u s i c  m a y 
n o t  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  i n  m y  l i f e  t o  b e g i n  w i t h ,"  h e  s a i d .  

 " I  o w e  m o m  t h e  w o r l d .  I  w i s h  s h e  w a s  s t i l l  h e r e  t o  k n o w  t h i s  .  .  .  s o m e -
h o w  I  b e l i e v e  s h e  d o e s ."

T H E  L U T H E R A N  L E T T E R :  W h a t  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  m o s t  l a t e -
l y ?

D O U G  R H O D E S :  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  " w h y "  i n  a  f a i t h  l i f e .  Tr y i n g  t o  g e t 
t o  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  f a i t h  a c t u a l l y  i s  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  w a l k . 

T L L :  W h a t ' s  y o u r  f i r s t  m e m o r y  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  L u t h e r a n  f a i t h ? 
D R :  M a c a r o n i  p r a y e r s  i n  M r s .  W i s s i n g e r ' s  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  c l a s s .

T L L :  W h a t ' s  o n e  m e s s a g e  y o u  h a v e  f o r  a n y o n e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t t e n d i n g  a 
L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h ? 

D R :  F o r  Z i o n ?  A  v e r y  a c t i v e  y o u t h  p r o g r a m  h e a d e d  b y  R y a n  C u s t e a d 
a n d  a  g r o w i n g  m i n i s t r y  l e d  b y  o u r  p a s t o r,  D a v e  B o w m a n .  O v e r a l l ,  a s  L u -
t h e r a n s ,  w e  o f f e r  y o u  g r a c e  i n  a l l  y o u  d o ,  f a i t h  t h a t  y o u  c a n  g e t  t h r o u g h 
w h a t e v e r  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  a n d  a  s c r i p t u r e - b a s e d  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e 
a d v i c e  a n d  h e l p  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o  r e c e i v e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  j u d g m e n t . †

A b o v e  a l l ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  f a m i l y 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  m y  h i g h e s t 
p r i o r i t y ."
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 3 )
To u r i n g  t h e  m u s e u m  p a r t  o f  t h e 

m o n a s t e r y ,  I  r e a l i z e d  t h e  a c c o m -
m o d a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  b r e a k f a s t  a r e 
g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  f r o m  L u t h e r ’s 
d a y .  A  v i s i t  t o  E r f u r t ’s  o l d  S y n a -
g o g u e  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  t h e  m a r -
g i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  J e w s  i n  G e r m a n y , 
g o i n g  b a c k  t o  s o m e  o f  L u t h e r ’s 
p r o b l e m a t i c  w r i t i n g s .  I  v i s i t e d 
t h e  C a t h e d r a l  i n  w h i c h  L u t h e r 
w a s  o r d a i n e d .   

A f t e r  t a k i n g  a  b u s  u p  t o  t h e  L u -
t h e r s t e i n e ,  t h e  s t o n e  t h a t  c o m -
m e m o r a t e s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  L u -
t h e r  t o o k  s h e l t e r  d u r i n g  a  v i o l e n t 
s t o r m  a n d  p r o m i s e d  t o  b e c o m e  a 
m o n k ,  I  h o p p e d  a  t r a i n  t o  E i s e n -
a c h .  T h e  W a r t b u r g ,  t h e  c a s t l e 
w h e r e  L u t h e r  h i d  a f t e r  h i s  r e f u s -
a l  t o  r e c a n t  a t  t h e  D i e t  o f  W o r m s , 
f e a t u r e s  a n  a m a z i n g  j u x t a p o s i -
t i o n  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e c o r a t e d 
m e d i e v a l  c a s t l e  w i t h  t h e  h u m -
b l e  r o o m  w h e r e  L u t h e r  w o r k e d  t o 
t r a n s l a t e  t h e  B i b l e  i n t o  G e r m a n . 
T h e  L u t h e r h a u s  i n  E i s e n a c h  i s  t h e 
p l a c e  w h e r e  L u t h e r  s p e n t  p a r t  o f 
h i s  c h i l d h o o d .  W h i l e  n o n e  o f  t h e 
o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  r e m a i n s ,  t h e r e  i s 
a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o n  L u t h e r ’s  c h i l d -
h o o d ,  a n d  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  m u s i c  i n 

L u t h e r ’s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  r e f o r m a t i o n . 
B a c k  i n  E r f u r t ,  I  s p e n t  a  c o u p l e 
o f  e v e n i n g s  e n j o y i n g  t h a t  m o s t 
G e r m a n  o f  f e s t i v a l s ,  E r f u r t ’s  O k -
t o b e r f e s t !  

M y  f i n a l  s t o p  w a s  E i s l e b e n , 
w h e r e  L u t h e r  w a s  b o r n  a n d  d i e d . 
T h e  b i r t h  a n d  d e a t h  h o u s e s  h a d 
e x h i b i t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  L u t h e r  w a s  a t 
b o t h  f o r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e ,  t h e y 
w e r e  n o t  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  n o t a -
b l e . 

I  e n j o y e d  t h e  L u t h e r  r o s e  a m o n g 
t h e  c o b b l e s t o n e s  a s  I  f o l l o w e d 
t h e  L u t h e r  t r a i l .  T h e  r e a l  j e w e l  o f 
E i s l e b e n  i s  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  w h i c h 
L u t h e r  w a s  b a p t i z e d ,  n o w  a  b a p -
t i s m a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n 
t h e  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g -
i n al  font ,  there  is  an immers ion pool 
and a  more modern bapt ismal  font .  A 
bus  r ide took me to  Mansfeld,  where 
Luther  grew up.   The tour ist  center 
i s  in  the school  Luther  attended,  and 
the Lutherhaus and museum in  that 
c i t y  focuses  on what  l iv ing in  that 
day would have been l ike,  and what 
the Luther  fami ly  was  l ike.    

Leaving E is leben,  I  s p e n t  a  n i g h t 
n e a r  t h e  F r a n k f u r t  a i r p o r t ,  b e f o r e 
e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  m y 
s a b b a t i c a l :  G r e e c e ! †

JOURNEY 2

The Luther 
Stone.  Engrav-

ing is translated 
as "Help me, St. 

Anne; I will
become a monk." Photos by Pastor Julie Holm

The church 
in which 
Luther was 
baptized is 
now an area 
baptismal 
center.
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CAPTION IT!
(Editor's  note:  I  thought we would tr y 

a fun,  new feature.  Each issue I ' l l  post a 
photo,  and readers can submit funny cap -
tions.  I ' l l  repost the photo in the follow-
ing issue,  with your captions.  I ' l l  include 
a new photo for you to write more funny 
captions.  This only works if you submit in-
teresting photos to spur the imagination. 
Email photos to r9remzak@hotmail.com.) 

Send your sug-
gested captions 
for this photo to 

the editor at r9re-
mzak@hotmail.

com.

Example: "I  look 
about as happy 
as I  feel."  --  Rick 
Kazmer

https://sequanota.com/
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ICYMI: SYNOD NEWS 
These are some of the churches Bishop Paula Schmitt and Assistant to the 
Bishop Pastor Kevin Shock visited during the past two months, along with 
some other news of note from around the Synod. 

Zion Lutheran in Petersburg

Christ Lutheran in Claysburg First Lutheran in Johnstown

Grace Lutheran, Curwensville
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Grace Adding Stephen Ministers
BY BRENDA PALMGREN
Grace Lutheran Church

G r a c e  Lu t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  S t a t e 
C o l l e g e  i s  e x p a n d i n g  i t s  S t e p h e n 
M i n i s t r y  p r o g r a m ,  a n  e xc i t i n g  m i n -
i s t r y  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  i t  t o  r e a c h  o u t 
t o  m o r e  p e o p l e  w i t h  o n e - t o - o n e 
C h r i s t i a n  c a r e .

Through Stephen M inistr y,  a  team 
of  Grace Lutheran’s  members,  k nown 
as  Stephen M in i s t e r s ,  h a s  b e e n 
e q u i p p e d  t o  p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y  C h r i s -
t i a n  c a r e  t o  p e o p l e  ( f r o m  a n y  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n )  f a c i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l i f e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s 
i n  w h i c h  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  p r o v i d e 
c a r e  i n c l u d e  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  l o v e d  o n e , 
d i v o r c e ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  m e d i c a l 
c r i s i s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s t a r t i n g  o r 
a d d i n g  t o  a  f a m i l y.

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  i s  a  t r a n s - d e -
n o m i n a t i o n a l  c a r e g i v i n g  m i n i s t r y 
d e v e l o p e d  b y  S t e p h e n  M i nistr ies  St . 
Louis .  Star ted in  1975,  Stephen M in-
istr y  is  now in  190 di f ferent  Chr ist ian 
denominat ions  f rom al l  50  states,  in 
Canadian provinces  and in  30 oth-
er  countr ies.  On Apr i l  16 ,  we wi l l 
commiss ion 10 members  as  Stephen 
M inisters  at  Grace.  These caregivers 
wi l l  ser ve under  the leadership of 
Rev.  Carolyn Hetr ick ,  pastor,  Brenda 
Palmgren and Susan H ir th ,  the Ste -
phen Leaders  at  Grace Lutheran.

Before  commiss ioning,  Grace Lu-
theran’s  Stephen M inisters  received 
in- depth tra ining in  Chr ist ian care -
giv ing sk i l l s ,  cover ing topics  such as 

ac t ive  l i s tening,  d ist inc t ively  Chr is -
t ian care,  feel ings,  conf ident ia l i t y 
and cr is is  theor y,  as  wel l  as  minister-
ing to  people  in  speci f ic  s i tuat ions 
such as  divorce,  gr ief  and medical 
cr ises.  A f t e r  t h e y  b e g i n  p r o v i d i n g 
c a r e ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o 
m e e t  m o n t h l y  w i t h  t h e i r  S t e p h e n 
L e a d e r s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n 
a n d  p e e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  a s  t h e y  s t r i v e 
t o  o f f e r  t h e  h i g h e s t - q u a l i t y  C h r i s -
t i a n  c a r e g i v i n g.  A  m a j o r  e m p h a s i s 
o f  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s u -
p e r v i s i o n  i s  o n  c o n f i d e n t ia l i t y.  Ste -
phen M inistr y  is  a  conf ident ia l  minis-
t r y ;  those receiv ing care  can be sure 
that  their  ident i t y  and what  they ta lk 
about  in  the car ing re lat ionship wi l l 
remain pr ivate.  The people  at  Grace 
are  excited about  this  new dimen-
s ion of  their  ministr y.

Grace expec ts  their  Stephen M in-
istr y  to  be a  source of  warmth,  care 
and bless i n g  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e , 
e n a b l i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n g r e g a t i o n 
t o  g r o w  a s  a  n u r t u r i n g  c o m m u n i -
t y  w h e r e  p e o p l e  a r e  c h e r i s h e d  a n d 
c a r e d  f o r  a n d  t h e i r  n e e d s  t a k e n 
s e r i o u s l y ,  a l l  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s 
C h r i s t .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  o r  h a v e 
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y 
a t  G r a c e  L u t h e r a n ,  o r  k n o w  s o m e -
o n e  w h o  m i g h t  n e e d  c a r e  o r  s u p -
p o r t ,  c a l l  P a l m g r e n  a t  8 1 4 - 5 7 4 -
1 0 3 9 .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
s t a r t i n g  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y ,  c a l l 
3 1 4 - 4 2 8 - 2 6 0 0 ,  o r  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b -
s i t e  a t  s t e p h e n m i n i s t r i e s . o r g .  †
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BISHOP
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 )

A n d ,  G o d  i s n’ t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  f i x i n g  t h i n g s  s o  t h e y  w i l l  b e  r i g h t 
o r  t o  m y  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  H e  i s  m o r e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o u r  h e a r t s 
s o  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  t h e  c h a n g e  t h a t  i s  n e e d e d  i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s .

A s  w e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  L e n t ,  w h e n  w e  e x a m i n e  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  p r a y 
a b o u t  w a y s  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  t o  o u r  f a m i l y, 
f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s ,  s o m e t i m e s  w e  t a k e  o n  s p i r i t u a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  h e l p 
u s  t o  b e  m i n d f u l  o f  o u r  n e e d  t o  r e l y  o n  G o d  a n d  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d  h a s  i t  a l l  i n 
h a n d .  I t ’s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t h i n g  t o  g i v e  u p  o u r  s e n s e  o f  c o n t r o l  t o  G o d ;  t o  l i s t e n ; 
t o  b e  p a t i e n t ;  t o  h o n o r  t h e  g i f t s  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  —  t h a t ’s  w h y  i t ’s  c a l l e d  a 
p r a c t i c e .  We  n e e d  t o  d o  i t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  u n t i l  w e  g e t  b e t t e r  a t  i t .

I  r e c e n t l y  h e a r d  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  m a d e  b e t w e e n  a  b e l i e v e r  i n  J e s u s  a n d  a 
f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s .  T h e  p e r s o n  s a i d  w e  c o u l d  b e l i e v e  i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s 
w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p u t t i n g  t h e m  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  B u t ,  i f  w e  w e r e  a  f o l l o w e r 
o f  J e s u s ,  w e  w o u l d  c h o o s e  a  p a t h  o f  a c t i o n  —  t h e  f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t o  t r u s t , 
b e c a u s e  w e  w i l l  n o t  f o l l o w  s o m e o n e  w e  d o  n o t  t r u s t .  T h a t  m a d e  s e n s e  t o 
m e  a n d  s p o k e  i n t o  m y  d e s i r e  t o  f i x  e v e r y t h i n g.  S o,  t h i s  L e n t ,  I  a m  g o i n g  t o 
w o r k  o n  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  G o d  h a s  i t  a l l  i n  h a n d  —  e v e n  w h e n  i t  d o e s n’ t  f e e l 
t h a t  w a y.  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  j o i n  m e  i n  t h i s  w o r k .  †

SPRING TR AVELS & DATES TO MARK ON YOUR C ALENDARS

BY BISHOP PAULA SCHMIT T

A s  Pa s t o r  K e v i n  S h o c k  ( a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  b i s h o p )  a n d  I  t r a v e l  t o  o u r  c o n -
f e r e n c e s  t h i s  s p r i n g  a h e a d  o f  o u r  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y  i n  J u n e ,  w e  w i l l  b e 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t r u s t ,  f a i t h  a n d  h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  We  w i l l  b e  m a k i n g  a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  b u d g e t  a n d  a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  d i s c e r n m e n t  a s  w e 
l o o k  t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  m a k e  p l a n s  t o  j o i n  u s .

M e e t i n g s  s t a r t  a t  7  p. m .  —  B e d f o r d  C o n f e r e n c e :  A p r i l  2 5 ,  S t .  Pe t e r ’s 
i n  O s t e r b u r g ;  B l a i r - H u n t i n g d o n  C o n f e r e n c e :  M a y  3 ,  L o c a t i o n  T B D ;  C l e a r -
f i e l d  C o n f e r e n c e :  A p r i l  2 6 ,  S t .  J o h n  i n  C l e a r f i e l d ;  J o h n s t o w n  C o n f e r e n c e : 
A p r i l  1 9 ,  Lo c a t i o n  T B D ;  L a u r e l  H i g h l a n d s  C o n f e r e n c e :  A p r i l  2 4 ,  Fr i e d e n s 
Lu t h e r a n ,  Fr i e d e n s ;  N i t t a n y  C o n f e r e n c e :  M a y  2 ,  L o c a t i o n  T B D

Wa t c h  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  n e w s  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e ,  o u r  S y n o d ’s  Fa c e b o o k 
p a g e  a n d  i n  y o u r  b u l l e t i n s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  c o n f e r e n c e 
m e e t i n g s  a n d  S y n o d  A s s e m b l y.  I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  m a k e  y o u r  c o n f e r -
e n c e  m e e t i n g,  f e e l  w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d  a n o t h e r  l o c a l  m e e t i n g.  †
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 (See DEM 2, Page 21)

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die;
26 and whoever lives by believing in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?”

JOHN 11

HE IS 
RISEN

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 1 )
A t  o n e  p o i n t  b e f o r e  t h e  s e r v i c e  b e g a n ,  t h e  y o u n g,  h o s p i t a b l e  a n d  g r a c i o u s 

g i r l  w a l k e d  u p  b e s i d e  m e ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  e f f e r v e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e -
v i o u s  n i g h t .  S h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  d e e p  i n  t h o u g h t  a s  I  g r e e t e d  h e r  w a r m l y.  S h e 
r e t u r n e d  t h e  g r e e t i n g  b y  s a y i n g,  “ I t  m u s t  b e  h a r d  t o  b e  a  p a s t o r.” A  b i t  t a k e n 
a b a c k ,  I  r e p l i e d ,  “ S o m e t i m e s  i t  i s .  W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  s a y  t h a t ? ” M o t i o n i n g  w i t h 
h e r  h e a d  a n d  h a n d  t o  t h e  g r a v e s t o n e s  b e f o r e  u s ,  s h e  s i m p l y  s a i d ,  “J u s t  l o o k 
a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e .”

A  l u m p  f o r m e d  i n  m y  t h r o a t  t h a t  t o l d  m e  I  s h o u l d n’ t  r e p l y.  Te a r s  w e l l e d  u p 
i n  m y  e y e s  t h a t  l e t  m e  k n o w  I  h a d  b e e n  s e e n  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d .  T h e  b r e a t h 
w a s  s u c k e d  o u t  o f  m e  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  y o u n g  g i r l  p o s s e s s e d  m o r e 
w i s d o m  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  t h a n  m a n y  a d u l t s  w i t h  m u c h  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  w a s  a  “u n l e s s  y o u  w e l c o m e  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  l i k e  a 
c h i l d ,  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  e n t e r  i t ” m o m e n t .  I  s o m e h o w  k n e w  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  p r e s -
e n c e  o f  t h i s  c h i l d ,  I  w a s  i n  G o d ’s  p r e s e n c e . 

DEM 1
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 )
I  d o n’ t  e v e n  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  h a p -

p e n e d  a f t e r  I  c o l l e c t e d  m y s e l f .
 M a y b e  I  w a s  r e s c u e d  b y  t h e  f u n e r -

a l  d i r e c t o r  t e l l i n g  m e  i t  w a s  t i m e  t o 
b e g i n . 

W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n e d  n e x t ,  i t  f e l t  t o 
m e  l i k e  t i m e  h a d  s t o p p e d .

I  w o n d e r  a b o u t  t h a t  g i r l  s o m e t i m e s . 
S h e ’s  p r o b a b l y  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  n o w 

w i t h  t y p i c a l  t e e n a g e r  j o y s  a n d  w o e s . 
I  h o p e  t h a t  s h e  h a s  h e l d  o n  t o  s o m e 

o f  t h a t  w i s d o m  s h e  h a d  a l l  t h o s e 
y e a r s  a g o . 

I  k n o w  I  h a v e  h e l d  o n  t o  h e r  w i s -
d o m .  A n y t i m e  t h a t  e v e n t  c o m e s  t o 
m i n d ,  I ’m  c o n v i n c e d  i t ’s  b e c a u s e 
t h e  S p i r i t  w a n t s  m e  t o  h e a r  t h o s e 
w o r d s  a g a i n :  " j u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e 
p e o p l e ." 

T h e y  a r e  w o r d s  t h a t  h a v e  g u i d e d  m e 
i n  m i n i s t r y ,  n o t  j u s t  a s  a n  o r d a i n e d 
m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ,  b u t 
a s  a  s i m p l e  f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s . 

E a c h  d a y  i t  s e e m s  l i k e  I  m e e t  s o m e -
o n e  e l s e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  h u r t  b y  t h e 
c h u r c h ,  o r  w h o  h a s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 
G o d  o r  w h o  c a r r i e s  w i t h  t h e m  u n -
s p e a k a b l e  s o r r o w s . 

I  t h i n k  o f  t h e  f e e d i n g  o f  t h e  m u l t i -
t u d e s  a n d  o f  J e s u s  t a k i n g  n o t i c e  o f 
a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f o l l o w i n g  h i m  a n d 
h a v i n g  c o m p a s s i o n  o n  t h e m .

W h e n  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  w a n t  t o  s e n d 
t h e m  a w a y,  h e  t e l l s  t h e m  i n s t e a d  t o 
g i v e  t h e m  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .

W h e n  I  g e t  t o o  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  i n  m y 
l i f e  o f  f a i t h ,  w h e n  I  g e t  i n  a  r u t  o f  d o -
i n g  m i n i s t r y  t h e  w a y  I ’m  u s e d  t o  d o -

i n g  i t ,  w h e n  I  g e t  b o g g e d  d o w n  w i t h 
a l l  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  t o  d o,  t h e  S p i r i t  p u t s 
t h o s e  w o r d s  i n  m y  h e a d  a n d  m y  h e a r t 
a g a i n :  J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e 
c a r r y i n g  h e a v y  b u r d e n s .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o 
h a v e  b e e n  p u s h e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o 
w a n t  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  h a v e  n o 
o n e  w i l l i n g  t o  h e a r  t h e m .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o 
h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  s h o w n  t h e  l o v e  o f 
J e s u s .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o 
f a c e  e v e r y  d a y  w i t h o u t  a n y  j o y  o r 
h o p e .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  .  .  .

D o n’ t  g a w k  a t  t h e m ,  b u t  r e a l l y  l o o k 
a t  t h e m .  L o o k  a t  t h e m  t h e  w a y  t h a t 
J e s u s  l o o k s  a t  t h e m . 

L o o k  a t  t h e m  a n d  d o n’ t  i g n o r e  t h e 
l u m p  i n  y o u r  t h r o a t  o r  t h e  t e a r s  i n 
y o u r  e y e s  o r  t h e  b r e a t h  s u c k e d  o u t 
o f  y o u . 

Ta k e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  J e s u s 
t a k e s  n o t i c e  o f ,  a n d  l e t  y o u r s e l f  r e -
s p o n d  t h e  w a y  t h a t  J e s u s  w o u l d  h a v e 
y o u  r e s p o n d . 

J u s t  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  I  c a n 
h a r d l y  t h i n k  o f  w i s e r  w o r d s  f o r  g u i d -
i n g  u s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t o  w h i c h  w e 
h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d . †

DEM 2



22 The Lutheran Letter Spring 2023Digital

BEFORE you GO
Charlie Brown always says "good grief " after a calamity. 
You know, l ike when Lucy pulled the football  from under him as he was 

about to k ick it? 
I  am certain Charlie didn' t mean his statement to be taken l iterally. 

There is no — as far as I  have come to learn — "good" grief. 
There is " teachable" grief,  "reflective" grief and maybe even "resetting" 

grief. 
There are losses — of a job or a belonging — that we come to learn af-

terward reshaped our l ives in a way that ended up for the better. 
Maybe in hindsight,  the grief experienced was "good," because it  pro-

duced a better result. 
But when we are experiencing it,  it 's  not good at all. 
The loss of a loved one is much harder to reconcile.  How can a future 

without that person ever be better than if  they were here? 
No future benefits from the loss will  seemingly ever rectify what was 

taken away. Sometimes I  l ike to think of God's vision of things as a 
door and a room. God sees everything in the room, where the books 
are,  where the chair is,  where the outlets are located. He knows where 
people need to set,  where people will  need to go to find what they are 
looking for.  He knows where to put the lamp so it  can be plugged in. 

We are on the outside of the door sometimes. We can look through the 
key hole and see glimpses. There's the desk in the corner,  but why isn' t 
the chair nearby? There's no outlet by the lamp!

It 's hard to let God arrange the furniture, especially when we can' t see 
the entire room. 

But we must have faith that whatever is missing from the room will  be 
accounted for in the end. Everything we need will  be there — and ev-
eryone. 

No, this comparison won't make grief easier to handle. But,  we can rest 
assured that our rooms are being well  prepared for us. 

— Rick Kazmer

There is no 'good' grief
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Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

In addition to paying interest,  
MIF Term Investments also pay it forward. 

Used an MIF loan 
to remodel the low-
income apartments 
the church rents to 
Togolese refugees, 
thus making their 
new homes a whole 
lot homier.

Lutheran Church of 
Christ the Redeemer 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

The Mission Investment Fund offers a wide range of  
investments for individuals and congregations, including  
fixed- and adjustable-rate Term Investments with a choice  
of terms. What’s more, when you invest with MIF, your  
investment finances loans to ELCA congregations like  
Christ the Redeemer. To learn more about our investments  
and loans, contact us at mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans

https://www.mif.elca.org/

