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PASTOR FARON                  
JOHNSON

Saint David’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Davidsville

More than anything else, I 
would say that this time 

of pandemic and the associ-
ated unrest that it brings has 
caused me to reflect and won-
der. ¶ I wonder if we as a people and 
culture have become so engrossed in the 
idea that our identity is associated with 
what we do, that we lose sight of who we 
are? ¶  After all, we believe in a God who chooses 

to be identified as I am, a state of being. Current 

events have called us to be still, to let go of what 

we believe must be, and to trust in others, leaders, 

doctors and scientists, for the well-being of others.I 

wonder if we truly believe and put into practice the 

things we confess. (See FARON, Page 5)

Staff photo by Courtney Kazmer
The Somerset County Courthouse Christmas tree shining brightly during the 2019 holiday season. 

PASTOR NANCY HOOVER
Grace Lutheran Church, Johnstown

When did  you f i r s t  hear  the  G ood 
News?  The good news that  those 
shepherds  heard  so  many years  ago 
— that  a  ch i ld  had been bor n ,  a  ch i ld 
f rom G od,  a  ch i ld  that  would  save 
the  wor ld,  that  would  save  you?  

Did  you f i r s t  hear  about  Jesus 
when you were  a  young chi ld  f rom 
your  mom or  dad,  f rom a  grandpar-
ent?   D id  you f i r s t  lear n  about  H im 
in  Sunday S chool  f rom a  teacher 
you st i l l  remember?  From a  f r iend? 
From a  ser mon?  When you were  ver y 
young or  o lder? 

( S e e  A N G E L S  1 ,  P a g e  9 )

THE SEASON OF ANGELS



2 The Lutheran Letter Nov./Dec. 2020

LU  HERAN
Allegheny Synod
701 Quail Ave.
Altoona, PA 16602
Change Service Requested

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PERMIT NO. 7
15501

PAID

TO INFORM, INSPIRE AND ILLUMINATE

www.alleghenysynod.orgis published bi-monthly by the 
ALLEGHENY SYNOD OF THE ELCA

Bishop Michael Rhyne
701 Quail Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602-3010
Phone: 814-942-1042 • Fax: 814-941-9259

www.AlleghenySynod.org • 
email: Office@AlleghenySynod.com

Editor Rick Kazmer
Copy Editor Courtney Kazmer
Email: r9remzak@hotmail.com

Printed by the Daily American, Somerset, PA
Note: The Office of the Bishop reserves the 

right to revise, cancel or reject any 
advertisement or editorial information.

EDITORIAL STAFF

SUBMISSIONS
Please contact the editorial team (above) with 

your comments and story ideas. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

OUR MISSION
Called by God to be one in Christ: we worship, 

grow in faith and serve all people.
OUR VISION

Because Christ is here…We are actively engaging 
in God’s work and sharing the Gospel as the Holy 

Spirit increases the followers of Jesus Christ.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Articles for the Letter should be about 300 

words or less and include applicable 
website or contact information. 

Images should be as high
resolution as possible, ideally 300 ppi at 3x5 

inches (900x1500 pixels.)
Send files to LutheranLetter@AlleghenySynod.com.

CONTACT US
Newsletter: r9remzak@hotmail.com
Bishop Rhyne: Office@AlleghenySynod.com
Bishop Emeritus Pile: Office@AlleghenySynod.com
Rev. Paula Schmitt: Paula.Schmitt@AlleghenySynod.com
Michelle Bossler: Michelle.Bossler@AlleghenySynod.com

Digital

D e a r  f r i e n d s, 

M ay  G o d ’s  gra ce  a n d  p e a ce  b e  w i t h 
yo u. 

A  fe w  we e k s  a g o,  I  re a d  a n  a r t i c l e  f ro m 
t h e  R e l i g i o n  N e ws  S e r v i ce  e nt i t l e d,  “ Th e 
Pa n d e m i c  at  s i x  m o nt h s :  We l co m e  to  t h e 
d i s i l l u s i o n m e nt  p h a s e”.

Th e  a r t i c l e  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  p h a s e s  o f 
re cove r y  i n  t i m e s  o f  d i s a s te r.  Th e  a r t i c l e 
s t ate s  h ow  w h e n  a  d i s a s te r  s t r i k e s  ( a n d 
t h i s  p a n d e m i c  i s  a  d i s a s te r )  t h e re  i s  a n 
i n i t i a l  b u r s t  o f  e n e rg y  a s  p e o p l e  a re  t r y-
i n g  to  co p e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  s i t u at i o n .  Fo l -
l ow i n g  t h i s  t h e re  i s  u s u a l l y  a n  o u t p o u r -
i n g  o f  a l t r u i s m  a s  t h o s e  i m p a c te d  c a re 
fo r  co m m u n i t y  a n d  n e i g h b o r. 

O n ce  t h e  s i t u at i o n  b e gi n s  to  s e t t l e 
t h e re  co m e s  a  “ h o n e y m o o n” p h a s e  w h e re 
p e o p l e  te n d  to  b e co m e  o p t i m i s t i c . 

Pe o p l e  fe e l  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  t h ro u g h  t h e 
c h a l l e n g e  t h e y  a re  f a c i n g.  H owe ve r, 
a ro u n d  s i x  m o nt h s  a f te r  a  d i s a s te r  b e -
gi n s  p e o p l e  f i n d  t h e m s e l ve s  i n  t h e  d i s i l -
l u s i o n m e nt  p h a s e. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  we  s t a r t  to  re a l -
i ze  we  a re  r u n n i n g  a  m a rat h o n  a n d  n o t  a 
s p r i nt . 

We  f a ce  t h e  re a l i t y  t h at  t h e  i m p a c t  o f 
t h e  d i s a s te r  i s  n o t  g o i n g  to  j u s t  m i ra c u -
l o u s l y  va n i s h .  We  re a l i ze  t h at  t h i s  i s  g o -
i n g  to  t a k e  l o n g e r  to  g e t  t h ro u g h ,  a n d, 
t h at  t h i n g s  w i l l  n o t  b e  “n o r m a l ” fo r  a 
l o n g  t i m e. 

U n fo r t u n ate l y,  t h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e nt 
p h a s e  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  i n c re a s e d  a n x i -
e t y,  d e p re s s i o n  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e.  I t 
s e e m s  t h a t  we  h u m a n s  c a n  p u s h  t h ro u g h 
fo r  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s ,  a f t e r  t h a t  we  h i t 
a  w a l l .  O u r  e m o t i o n a l  re s e r ve s  g e t  wo r n 
o u t .  We  a re  s e ve n  m o n t h s  i n t o  t h i s  p a n -
d e m i c .  We  h a ve  a d j u s t e d  t o  s o  m a ny 

c h a n g e s .  We  h a ve  k e p t  o u r  h e a d s  a b o ve 
w a t e r,  b u t  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  we  g e t  t i re d . 

We  a re  ve r y  m u c h  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s 
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  p h a s e .  I ,  l i k e  m o s t  p e o -
p l e  I  s p e a k  w i t h ,  a m  re a d y  fo r  t h i s  t o  b e 
o ve r.  I  l o n g  fo r  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  n o r m a l .  I 
w a n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n 
p e r s o n ,  t o  h u g  my  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  t o  wo r -
s h i p  w i t h o u t  wo r r y.  I  s u s p e c t  yo u  f i n d 
yo u r s e l f  i n  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n . 

I f  yo u  f i n d  yo u r s e l f  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n 
t h a t  i s  O K .  Yo u  a re  n o t  a l o n e. 

We  a re  a l l  fe e l i n g  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  l i fe  u n -
d e r  t h i s  v i r u s . 

Pa r t  o f  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  i s  g r i e f.  We 
d o n’t  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  We 
g r i e ve  fo r  w h a t  w a s .  We  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k 
t o  n o r m a l ,  b u t  we  k n o w  t h a t  t h i n g s  m a y 
n e ve r  b e  n o r m a l  a g a i n .  A s  we  s a w  t h e 
wo r l d  c h a n g e  a f t e r  9 / 1 1 ,  CO V I D - 1 9  w i l l 
h a ve  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  h o w  we  d o 
t h i n g s  m o v i n g  fo r w a rd. 

I t  i s  O K  t o  n o t  l i k e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d 
w i s h  i t  w a s  b e t t e r.  T h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h a t 
t h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  p h a s e  d o e s n’ t  l a s t 
fo re ve r. 

T h e  e x p e r t s  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e  o f 
s a d n e s s  c o m e s  a  p h a s e  o f  re c o n s t r u c -
t i o n . 

T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  we  re a l i z e  t h a t 
we  a re  i n  t h i s  fo r  t h e  l o n g  h a u l  a n d  we 
a re  t o  b e  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  re b u i l d -
i n g.  T h e re  i s  e n e r g y  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  c o m e s 
w i t h  i t . 

H o p e  i s  a ro u n d  t h e  c o r n e r.  We  a re  g o -
i n g  t o  g e t  t h ro u g h  t h i s . 

R i g h t  n o w  i t  i s  h a rd .  I f  yo u  a re  f i n d i n g 
i t  e s p e c i a l l y  h a rd ,  d o n’t  t h i n k  yo u  a re 
t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  s t r u g g l i n g. 

M a ny  o f  u s  a re .  R e a c h  o u t  t o  f r i e n d s , 
c o l l e a g u e s  o r  f a m i l y  i n  t h i s  t i m e. 

( S e e  B I S H O P ,  P a g e  3 )

It’s Important to Keep 
Things in Perspective
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 )
Ta l k  a b o u t  w h a t  yo u  a re  fe e l i n g.  R e a c h 

o u t  t o  yo u r  p a s t o r  o r  d e a c o n ,  t h e y  a re 
t h e re  fo r  yo u .  I f  yo u  a re  s t r u g g l i n g, 
p l e a s e  d o n’t  s i t  i n  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  p a i n  a n d 
h o l d  i t  yo u r s e l f .  G o d  h a s  p l a c e d  p e o p l e 
a ro u n d  yo u  t o  w a l k  w i t h  yo u  i n  t h i s  t i m e. 
I t  i s  h a rd  o n  a l l  o f  u s ,  b u t  we  w i l l  g e t 
t h ro u g h  i t  t o g e t h e r. 

P l e a s e  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  p r a y i n g  fo r  yo u . 
I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s  p a n d e m i c  we  a re 
a l s o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c h a n g e  c o m i n g  i n  o u r 
c o u n t r y  a n d  i n  o u r  s y n o d.  Pe r h a p s  t h e s e 
t r a n s i t i o n s  a re  a d d i n g  t o  yo u r  s t re s s  a n d 
a n x i e t y  i n  t h i s  t i m e.  I  wo u l d  i nv i te  yo u  to 
j o i n  m e  i n  p ray i n g  i n  t h e s e  m o nt h s  a s  we 
m ove  fo r wa rd.  Eve n  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s 
t i m e  o f  d i s i l l u s i o n m e nt  o u r  H e ave n l y  Fa -
t h e r  h e a r s  u s  a n d  l i s te n s  to  o u r  p raye r s . 

I  h ave  fo u n d  t h at  w h e n  I  fe e l  o u t  o f 
co nt ro l ,  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I  c a n  d o  i s  t u r n  to 
J e s u s  a n d  a s k  h i m  to  l e a d  m e,  g u i d e  m e 
a n d  re m i n d  m e  t h at  h e  i s  i n  co nt ro l  n o 
m at te r  h ow  t h i n g s  l o o k  i n  t h i s  wo r l d . 

B y  t h e  t i m e  yo u  re a d  t h i s ,  we  w i l l  e i -
t h e r  b e  a b o u t  to  h ave,  o r  h ave  j u s t  h a d, 
a  m a j o r  e l e c t i o n  i n  o u r  co u nt r y.  I  wo u l d 
f i r s t  a s k  yo u  to  j o i n  m e  i n  p ray i n g  fo r  o u r 
co u nt r y.  Pray  t h at  G o d  w i l l  ra i s e  u p  t h e 

p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  b e s t  s e r ve  G o d ’s  p u r p o s e 
i n  t h i s  wo r l d .  Pray  t h at  G o d  w i l l  s h a p e 
o u r  l e a d e r s  to  b e  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  j u s t i ce , 
l ove  k i n d n e s s  a n d  wa l k  h u m b l y  w i t h  o u r 
G o d.  Pray  t h at  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  w i l l  t ra n s -
fo r m  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l e a d  to  b e 
t r u e  s e r v a nt s  w h o  p u t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h -
e r s  b e fo re  t h e m s e l ve s . 

Pray  t h at  o u r  l e a d e r s  w i l l  fo l l ow  G o d ’s 
d i re c t i ve  to  c a re  fo r  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e ra b l e 
a n d  t h o s e  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  c a l l s  t h e  “ l e a s t 
o f  t h e s e  a m o n g  yo u  w h o  a re  m e m b e r s 
o f  my  f a m i l y ”.  J o i n  m e  i n  p ray i n g  fo r  o u r 
co u nt r y  t h at  n o  m at te r  w h o  i s  e l e c te d  we 
m i g ht  co m e  to g e t h e r  i n  u n i t y. 

We  h ave  s o  m u c h  d i v i s i ve n e s s  r i g ht 
n ow.  R at h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  to  wo r k  to g e t h -
e r  fo r  t h e  g o o d  o f  a l l ,  i t  s e e m s  t h at  o u r 
l e a d e r s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  o p p o s e  s o m e -
t h i n g  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  l i k e s 
i t .  Pray  t h at  G o d  w i l l  wo r k  to  b r i n g  u s 
to g e t h e r.  To g e t h e r  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o u r 
co u nt r y,  b u t  a l s o  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h i s 
wo r l d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  U. S .  p l ays  s u c h  a  v i t a l 
ro l e .  M ay  G o d  l e a d  u s  a l ways  fo r wa rd.  I 
a l s o  a s k  yo u  to  p ray  fo r  t h e  t ra n s i t i o n  we 
w i l l  h ave  i n  o u r  A l l e g h e ny  Sy n o d. 

We  w i l l  b e  c a l l i n g  o u r  n e x t  s y n o d  b i s h -
o p  at  o u r  a s s e m b l y  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 1 .  I t  i s  i m -

p o r t a nt  t h at  we  a re  p ray i n g  a b o u t  t h i s 
c a l l  a s  a  s y n o d.  We  h ave  fo r m e d  a  Sy n o d 
Praye r  a n d  D i s ce r n m e nt  te a m  t h at  w i l l 
h e l p  u s  k e e p  t h i s  p ro ce s s  u nt i l  o u r  a s -
s e m b l y. 

Th e  te a m  i s  s e n d i n g  o u t  m o nt h l y 
p raye r  re s o u rce s  to  o u r  l e a d e r s  a n d  co n -
gre g at i o n s .  Th e s e  i n c l u d e  p raye r s  fo r  t h e 
a s s e m b l y  fo r  u s e  i n  wo r s h i p,  a n d  p raye r 
re s o u rce s  fo r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I  a s k  yo u  to 
p l e a s e  k e e p  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  n e w  b i s h o p 
i n  yo u r  p raye r s  t h i s  ye a r.  Pray  t h at  t h e 
H o l y  S p i r i t  w i l l  wa l k  w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  A l -
l e g h e ny  Sy n o d.  G o d  a l re a d y  k n ows  w h o 
t h e  n e x t  b i s h o p  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e ny  Sy n o d 
w i l l  b e.  We  a re  i nv i te d  to  b e  p a r t  o f  p ray-
i n g  fo r  t h e  t ra n s i t i o n ,  fo r  o u r  n e x t  b i s h -
o p  a n d  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  b e  l i s te n i n g  to 
t h e  g u i d a n ce  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  w h e n  we  re a c h 
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  P l e a s e  j o i n  m e 
i n  p ray i n g  fo r  t h i s  p ro ce s s  a n d  fo r  o u r 
s y n o d.  We  co nt i n u e  i n  t h i s  u n u s u a l  t i m e, 
b u t  G o d  i s  w i t h  u s  a n d  a l ways  w i l l  b e.  Le t 
u s  p ray  to g e t h e r  k n ow i n g  t h at  o u r  Lo rd 
h e a r s  u s .  Le t  u s  p ray  to g e t h e r,  b e c a u s e 
w h e n  we  t u r n  o u r  h e a r t s  to  o u r  G o d  we 
a re  b l e s s e d  e ve n  a s  we  a s k  fo r  G o d ’s 
b l e s s i n g. 

I n  C h r i s t ,  B i s h o p  M i c h a e l  †

BISHOP
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Join the Allegheny 
Synod in prayer for 

these congregations 
this issue. 

Remember 
in Prayer 

NOVEMBER

Week 1: Zion 
Lutheran, Meyersdale

Week 2: Evangelical 
Lutheran, 

Duncansville 

Week 3: Christ 
Lutheran, Dubois

Week 4: St. Mark 
Lutheran, 

Snydertown 

DECEMBER

Week 1: First 
Lutheran, Johnstown 

Week 2: St. Matthew 
Lutheran, 

Martinsburg 

Week 3: St. Paul 
Lutheran, Pine Grove 

Mills

Week 4:  Moxham 
Lutheran, Johnstown

PASTOR DENA GABLE
Lavansville-Bakersville Lutheran Parish

This work,  titled “ The New Cov-
enant,”  was created for  the 50th 
anniversar y of  the ordination of 
women in the Lutheran tradit ion in 
the United States. 

This  year we celebrate that mile -
stone,  along with the 40th anniver-
sar y of  the ordination of  a  woman 
of  color,  and the 10th anniversar y of 
the ful l  inclusion of  LGBTQ+ people 
as ordained ministers  in the ELCA.

The Lutheran Letter  has been cel-
ebrating the ordination of  Pastor 
El izabeth Platz in each issue during 
the last  year.  She was ordained in 
The Lutheran Church of  America on 
Nov.  21,  1970. 

As we began planning  for  the 
anniversar y,  the synod anniversar y 

planning com-
mittee thought 
it  would be ap-
propriate to 
have ar twork in 
celebration of 
the occasion to 
use at  events 
and for  publi-
cizing the anni-

versar y throughout the year.  As an 
ar t ist  and a pastor,  I  embraced the 
oppor tunity to create this  work as a 
meaningful  ref lection of  the cal l ing 
God has placed upon my l i fe,  and 
the l ives of  many women. I t  depicts 
the vibranc y of  the Holy Spir it  at 
work as a woman presides at  Holy 
Communion,  and the l ight that is 
ref lected through the holiness of 
this  cal l ing.

I  have a bachelor ’s  degree  in 

f ine ar t  from Bemidji  State Uni-
versity in Bemidji ,  Minnesota,  and 
a master ’s  degree  from War tburg 
Theological  Seminar y.  I  have been 
cal led to ful l -t ime ministr y and that 
is  where I  dedicate my t ime,  which 
means I  don’t  spend a lot  of  t ime 
producing ar twork .  But being an 
ar t ist  is  st i l l  an impor tant par t  of 
my identity.

I  typically work in oil  paints , 
but sometimes use other media. 
This  par t icular  work is  pastels. 

I  connect to the ar ts  community 
as a member of  the Somerset Coun-
ty Ar t ists  Association,  a  talented 
group of  amateur and professional 
ar t ists.

The or iginal  work was to be dis-
played at  Laurel  Ar ts  in  the Som-
erset  County Ar t ist ’s  Associat ion 
Member Show Sept.  15- Oc t.  22.  †

Submitted photo
This is artwork created by Pastor Dena Gable as part of celebrations recognizing key anniversaries in the Lutheran faith. 

Artwork Honors Women, Other Milestones in Lutheran Faith

Celebrating

FIFTY
YEARS LATER

Female Pastors
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FARON

By RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

Pastor John Barichivich had only been 
with Fr iedens Lutheran Church for  a hand-
ful  of  months when the COVID-19 cr is is 
star ted.

But the disast e r  p ro v i d e d  B a r i c h i v i c h 
a n d  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  t o  s t a r t  a  f o o d  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h e 
s a i d  w i l l  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  t h e  p a n -
d e m i c  h a s  p a s s e d .

“ T h e  e c o n o m i c  n e e d  i s  g o i n g  t o  ( r e -
m a i n )  w h e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s a y s  C O V I D 
i s  d o n e  w i t h ,” h e  s a i d .

T h e  c h u r c h  h a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  a 
d r i v e - t h r u  f o o d  d o n a t i o n  s e r v i c e  u n d e r 
t h e  c h u r c h’s  p o r t i c o . 

P e o p l e  w h o  n e e d  f o o d  d r i v e  t h r o u g h 
a n d  p i c k  u p  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d .

B a r i c h i v i c h  s a i d  p e o p l e  a l s o  d r i v e 
t h r o u g h  a n d  d r o p  o f f  d o n a t i o n s .

C h u r c h  m e m b e r s ,  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y 
m e m b e r s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  D o l l a r  G e n e r a l 

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h  h a v e 
h e l p e d  w i t h  d o n a t i o n s .

I t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a r o u n d  t h e  c l o c k  d a i l y .
“ I  d o  k n o w  i t  i s  w e l l  u s e d ,” B a r i c h i v -

i c h  s a i d .
I t ’s  p a r t  o f  a  m y r i a d  o f  c h u r c h - b a s e d 

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  h a v e  p o p p e d  u p  a r o u n d 
t h e  c o u n t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c . 

Fo r  N e w  C e n t e r v i l l e  L u t h e r a n  P a r i s h 
s t i t c h e r  D e b o r a  R o s e ,  m a k i n g  m a s k s 
f o r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  a l i g n e d  w i t h  h e r 
p a s s i o n  f o r  s e w i n g . 

“ I  d o  e n j o y  s e w i n g ,” s h e  s a i d ,  a d d i n g 
t h a t  s h e  h a s  m a d e  a b o u t  1 0 0  m a s k s . 
M o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  w h i t e . 

B u t  s h e  a l s o  m a d e  s o m e  P i t t s b u r g h 
S t e e l e r s  a n d  P e n n  S t a t e  f a c e  c o v e r i n g s . 

R o s e  a l s o  s e w s  q u i l t s  f o r  L u t h e r a n 
Wo r l d  R e l i e f ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h e l p s 
p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e ,  “ r e g a r d l e s s 
o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y ,” a c c o r d -
i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u p’s  w e b s i t e . 

R o s e  s a i d  e a c h  m a s k  t a k e s  a b o u t  3 0 
m i n u t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e .  S h e  h a s  a n o t h e r 

1 0 0  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e . 
“ I  t h i n k  t h e  n e e d  h a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  b e e n 

m e t ,” s h e  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  a n  e x t r a  1 0 0 
a r e  r e a d y  i n  c a s e  d e m a n d  s h o u l d  p i c k 
u p . 

B a c k  a t  F r i e d e n s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  a l s o 
h e l p i n g  t o  f i l l  t h e  v o i d  f o r  c h i l d r e n 
t h r o u g h  a  b a c k p a c k  m e a l  p r o g r a m .

O n  T h u r s d a y s  p a r e n t s  c a n  p i c k  u p 
a  m e a l  p a c k  f o r  t h e i r  k i d s  t o  h e l p  g e t 
t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e k e n d . 

P o p -Ta r t s ,  m a c a r o n i  a n d  c h e e s e  a n d 
o t h e r  f o o d  t h a t  i s  e a s i l y  p r e p a r e d  a r e 
p a r t  o f  t h e  p a c k a g e s .

P a r e n t s  d r i v e  u p  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  a r e a 
a n d  t h e  f o o d  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e m  t h e r e , 
B a r i c h i v i c h  s a i d .

T h e  p a s t o r  s a i d  h e  i s  p r o u d  o f  h o w 
h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a s  s t e p p e d  u p  t o  f i l l 
a  n e e d  t h a t  h e  f e e l s  w i l l  b e  a r o u n d  f o r 
a  w h i l e .

H e  a n t i c i p a t e s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  h e l p.
“A s  l o n g  a s  the need continues,” he 

said.  †

Somerset County Churches Continue to 
Help Community During COVID

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  1 )
We  a re  t a u g ht  to  l ove  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  a s  o u r s e l ve s .  Wo u l d  we 

w i s h  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  to  p u t  u s  i n  j e o p a rd y ?  Wo u l d  we  w i s h  to 
b e co m e  i l l ?  A n d  i f  n o t ,  i t  wo u l d  s e e m  t h at  we  wo u l d  n o t  w i s h 
to  b e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a nyo n e  e l s e’s  s u f fe r i n g.

Th e  s to r y  o f  Ca i n  a n d  A b e l  h a s  G o d  a s k i n g  Ca i n  w h e re  A b e l 
i s  l o c a te d. 

Ca i n  re p l i e s  w i t h  a  q u e s t i o n ,  “A m  I  my  b ro t h e r ’s  k e e p e r ? ” 
A n d  ye t  s o m e  wo u l d  s ay  t h e  re s t  o f  t h e  B i b l e  s ays  t h at  we  s u re -
l y  a re  t h e  k e e p e r s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r. 

We  re a c h  o u t  to  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s  i n  c h a r i t a b l e  a c t s 
to  c l o t h e  a n d  fe e d  o t h e r s .  Pe r h a p s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h i s  t i m e 
i s  t h a t  i t  i s  s o  co u nte r i nt u i t i ve  —  fo r  we  p ro te c t  o t h e r s  a n d 
c a re  fo r  o t h e r s  i n  a  t i m e  o f  p a n d e m i c  i n  w h a t  we  d o  n o t  d o  — 

n o t  g o i n g  o u t  u n l e s s  i t  i s  a b s o l u te l y  n e ce s s a r y,  n o t  g o i n g  o u t 
w i t h o u t  a  m a s k ,  n o t  e x p o s i n g  o u r s e l ve s  to  l a rg e  g at h e r i n g s .

I t ’s  d i f f i c u l t ,  fo r  we  a re  a s k e d  to  p u t  o u r  l i ve s  o n  h o l d,  to 
fo re g o  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  we  wo u l d  wa nt  o r  re g u l a r l y  d o  a s  a  way 
o f  l ov i n g  a n d  c a r i n g  fo r  o t h e r s .

Ye s ,  t h i s  t i m e  h a s  b e e n  a n d  co nt i n u e s  to  b e  a  c h a l l e n g e  fo r 
m a ny,  fo r  we  a re  a s k e d  to  d o  m o re  t h a n  p ro c l a i m  l ove,  b u t  we 
a re  a s k e d  to  l i ve  o u t  t h at  ve r y  l ove  by  l e t t i n g  g o  o f  l i v i n g  o u r 
l i ve s  i n  t h e  way  we  c h o o s e.  I t  re m i n d s  m e  o f  J e s u s  s t at i n g,  “ Fo r 
w h o e ve r  wo u l d  s ave  h i s  l i fe  w i l l  l o s e  i t ,  b u t  w h o e ve r  l o s e s  h i s 
l i fe  fo r  my  s a k e  w i l l  f i n d  i t .” Lov i n g  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  re f l e c t s  t h e 
l ove  t h at  we  h ave  fo r  G o d.

Th i s  i s  a  t i m e  o f  t r u s t ,  a  t i m e  o f  p at i e n ce,  a  t i m e  o f  c a r i n g 
a n d  a  t i m e  o f  l ove.  Th i s  t i m e  w i t h  G o d  i s  n o t  l o s t .  †
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HEEDING THE CALL
This is part of a series 
of features highlighting 
seminarians and their 

journey. 

RICK KAZMER
The Lutheran Letter Editor

Christy  L .  Har ford’s  path to seminar y 
was dr iven by both interest  and necessity. 

The member of  Chr ist  Evangel ical  Lu-
theran Church in Westmont is  studying in 
the Theological  Education for  Emerging 
M inistr y  ( TEEM) program at  the United Lu-
theran Seminar y in  Gettysburg. 

She star ted her  interest  in  the Discern-
ing Your Discipleship program. I t  is  now 
cal led the Ignite Program. 

 “ I  began that  program to learn more 
about the Bible and the histor y of  the 
church.  My congregation was also without 
a  minister  at  that  t ime and I  thought that 
would be a  way for  me to ass ist  with wor-
ship ser vices.  Af ter  meeting and becoming 
fr iends with one of  my DYD classmates, 
we began to discuss  the possibi l i ty  of  at-
tending seminar y.  I  k new in my hear t  that 
I  wanted to be a  pastor,  I  just  didn’t  k now 
when.  When I  star ted to supply more fre -
quently at Trinity-Sidman, I  knew that the 
Holy Spir it  was guiding  m e  a n d  t h ro u g h 
p raye r,  t a l k i n g  w i t h  my  p a s to r,  a n d  my 
f a m i l y,  I  k n e w  i n  my  h e a r t  t h at  t h i s  wa s 
t h e  r i g ht  t i m e,” s h e  s a i d . 

S h e  e x p e c t s  to  gra d u ate  i n  2 0 2 5 . 
H a r fo rd  i s  t h e  d a u g hte r  o f  D av i d  a n d 

R o s e  H a r fo rd
“ I  a m  a n  o n l y  c h i l d ,  b u t  I  h ave  n u m e r-

o u s  co u s i n s  t h at  I  a m  ve r y  c l o s e  to.  I  gre w 
u p  i n  a  c l o s e - k n i t  f a m i l y  a n d  I  a m  l u c k y 
to  h ave  t h e i r  l ove  a n d  s u p p o r t ,” s h e  s a i d . 

B e co m i n g  a  p a s to r  i s  a  s e co n d  c a re e r 
p a t h  fo r  H a r fo rd.  S h e  h a s  a n  a s s o c i ate s 
i n  a r t s  d e gre e.  S h e  h a s  b e e n  a  m e d i c a l 
a s s i s t a nt  fo r  3 1  ye a r s . 

S h e  s a i d  t h at  s h e  t h i n k s  h e r  p a s t  e x p e -
r i e n ce s  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  w h e n  s h e  b e co m e s 
a  p a s to r. 

“ I  t h i n k  my  e x p e r i e n ce  w i l l  h e l p  m e  b e -
c a u s e  I  wo r k  w i t h  p e o p l e  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s , 
o f fe r i n g  co m fo r t  to  t h o s e  w h o  a re  s i c k , 
co m fo r t i n g  t h e  gr i e v i n g  a n d  a l s o  t h e  j oys 
o f  h av i n g  c h i l d re n  p re s e nt  i n  t h e  o f f i ce ,” 
s h e  s a i d . 

S h e  s a i d  s h e  i s  n e r vo u s  a b o u t  re t u r n -
i n g  to  s c h o o l ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  m o re  t h a n 
t h re e  d e c a d e s  s i n ce  s h e  l a s t  s t u d i e d  i n  a 
c l a s s ro o m  s e t t i n g. 

B u t  H a r fo rd  s a i d  t h at  s h e  i s  l o o k i n g 
fo r wa rd  to  t h e  e d u c at i o n . 

“ I  k n ow  I  s a i d  I  wa s  n e r vo u s  a b o u t  re -
t u r n i n g  to  s c h o o l ,  b u t  at  t h e  s a m e  t i m e, 
I  c a n n o t  wa i t  to  re t u r n  to  b e gi n  to  l e a r n 
s o  m u c h  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e ,  m i n i s t r y, 
t h e o l o g y  a n d  c h u rc h  h i s to r y,” s h e  s a i d . 

S h e  l o o k s  fo r wa rd  to  t h e  d ay  w h e n  s h e 
w i l l  b e  at  t h e  p u l p i t ,  b r i n gi n g  t h e  wo rd  o f 
G o d  to  p e o p l e . 

S h e  s a i d  s h e  h a s  p l e nt y  o f  s u p p o r te r s . 
“ I  wo u l d  a l s o  h ave  to  s ay  t h e  s u p p o r t 

a n d  e n co u ra g e m e nt  I  h ave  re ce i ve d  f ro m 

my  f a m i l y, 
f r i e n d s  a n d  my 
h o m e  c h u rc h 
h a s  re a l l y 
h e l p e d  i n  my 
d i s c e r n m e n t 
p ro ce s s ,” s h e 
s a i d . 

Wh e n  s h e  i s 
n o t  s t u d y i n g, 
H a r fo rd  s a i d 
s h e  e n j oys 
h o c k e y  g a m e s, 
b o t h  l o c a l  a n d 
p ro fe s s i o n a l .  H e r 
f a m i l y  h a s  at te n d -
e d  l o c a l  h o c k e y 

g a m e s  fo r  a b o u t  2 5  ye a r s ,  s h e  s a i d . 
H e r  f avo r i te  B i b l e  ve r s e  i s  Ps a l m  2 3 .  I t 

re a d s ,  “ Th e  Lo rd  i s  my  s h e p h e rd ;  I  s h a l l 
n o t  wa nt .  H e  m a k e t h  m e  to  l i e  d ow n  i n 
gre e n  p a s t u re s :  h e  l e a d e t h  m e  b e s i d e 
t h e  s t i l l  wate r s .  H e  re s to re t h  my  s o u l : 
h e  l e a d e t h  m e  i n  t h e  p at h s  o f  r i g hte o u s -
n e s s  fo r  h i s  n a m e’s  s a k e.  Ye a ,  t h o u g h  I 
wa l k  t h ro u g h  t h e  va l l e y  o f  t h e  s h a d ow  o f 
d e at h ,  I  w i l l  fe a r  n o  e v i l :  f o r  t h o u  a r t  w i t h 
m e ;  t h y  r o d  a n d  t h y  s t a f f  t h e y  c o m f o r t 
m e .  T h o u  p r e p a r e s t  a  t a b l e  b e f o r e  m e 
i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m i n e  e n e m i e s :  t h o u 
a n o i n t e s t  m y  h e a d  w i t h  o i l ;  m y  c u p  r u n -
n e t h  o v e r.  S u r e l y  g o o d n e s s  a n d  m e r c y 
s h a l l  f o l l o w  m e  a l l  t h e  d a y s  o f  m y  l i f e : 
a n d  I  w i l l  d w e l l  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  Lo r d 
f o r e v e r.”

“  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e s 
f o r  m a n y  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h i s  w a s  o n e  o f 
m y  g r a n d m a  M e y e r ’s  f a v o r i t e s ,  s o  w h e n  I 
h e a r  i t  I  t h i n k  o f  h e r.  S e c o n d ,  i t  r e m i n d s 
u s  t h a t  G o d  i s  w i t h  u s  a l w a y s .  H e  i s  w i t h 
u s  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h 
a n d  H e  w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s  t o  c o m f o r t  u s  a n d 
l o v e  u s  a l w a y s ,” H a r f o r d  s a i d .  †

Christy Harford is Returning to the        
Classroom After Three Decades

Christy L. Harford
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Pastor Christine Roe,  of  the First  Faith Lutheran Cooperative, 
and Doris  S ouder,  of  the New Creation Preschool,  answered 

some questions about how the preschool  held graduation ear-
l ier  this  year.  There were around 40 k ids enrolled last  year.  Roe 

answered the questions af ter  talk ing with S ouder and some oth-
er  preschool  organizers.

1:  Can you describe the process of  f iguring out how to hold 
graduation during the pandemic? how did you arrive at  the plan 
you made?

A:  I  had seen people have dr ive -by bir thday par t ies  dur ing the 
pandemic,  and I  cal led Doris  one day and shared with her  the idea of 
honoring the preschoolers  with a  dr ive -up graduation ceremony for 
each graduate at  their  individual  homes.  Immediately  Dor is  respond-
ed with an enthusiast ic,  “ Yes!”

2:   Can you describe how it  worked?  
A:  Dor is  and K im St i les  cal led each graduating family  to arrange 

for  the t ime we would come by their  house.  Init ia l ly  I  had thought 
6-8 p.m.  would work ,  but  in  the end we began at  5  p.m.  and con-
cluded the dr ive -up graduating ceremony by 9 p.m.  There were four 
of  us  in  one vehicle  (Souder,  preschool  direc tor ;  St i les,  preschool 
teacher ;  K aren Snowden Wood,  preschool  volunteer ;  and Roe)  with 
each of  us  wear ing a  mask .  I  was the chauffer,  Dor is  had the l ist  of 
the graduates,  and K im and K aren helped to navigate our  way around 
through several  towns.  We had gif t  bags f i l led up for  each graduate. 
For  four  hours  we drove around to each chi ld ’s  home.  At  each home 
we got  out  of  the car,  and each chi ld was presented with their  diplo -
ma and gif t .  We celebrated each chi ld and their  famil ies  with shouts 
and claps of  joy for  their  achievements.  

3:  How did parents respond?  
A:  We honored near ly  a l l  26 graduates.  There were two or  three 

who had plans and were away on this  par t icular  night.  When we ar-
r ived at  the homes there were parents  who shared with us  that  their 
chi ldren had been wait ing for  us  to come,  look ing out  the window 
for  us.  Al l  the parents  expressed their  appreciat ion for  the dr ive -up 
graduation ceremony.  We were greeted with smiles  that  l i t  up the 
night  and melted our  hear ts !  Some of  the chi ldren shared gif ts  of 
individual ly  drawn pic tures,  f lowers,  candy and large poster  board 
s igns welcoming us. 

4:  What was the biggest  challenge?  
A:  About halfway through the night  i t  began to rain,  and the tem-

perature dropped.  So,  we got  wet and our  shoes became drenched 
and muddy. 

5:  What ’s  the game plan for  the current  prescho ol  season? 
A:  For  the f i rst  t ime in  13 years  New Creat ion Preschool  wi l l  not 

be open for  September.  We are going to be reassessing in the fal l .  †

??
? ?
?

?

?
?
?
?

5ive
QUESTIONS

with New Creation Preschool

Submitted photo
A scene from New Creation Preschool’s drive-up graduation earlier this year. The new school 
year is underway. 
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COURTNEY KAZMER
Lutheran Letter Home & Garden Editor

I n  Fe b r u a r y  a  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  g ave  m e  a  to n  o f  C h r i s t m a s  d e co rat i o n s  t h at  s h e 
wa s n’t  u s i n g  a ny m o re  —  a n d  I  m e a n  a  to n .

M y  e ye s  g l e a m e d  w i t h  e xc i te m e n t  a s  I  d u g  t h ro u g h  e a c h  to te ,  b ox  a n d  b a g 
a s  t h e y  we re  l o a d e d  i nto  my  J e e p.

I  a m  a  C h r i s t m a s  d e co rat i o n  j u n k i e .
R i c k ’s  e ye s ,  h owe ve r,  we re  n o t  g l e a m i n g.  H e  wa s  wo n d e r i n g  w h e re  a l l  t h e 

s t u f f  wa s  g o i n g  to  g o  i n  o u r  h o u s e.
Wh e n  we  b ro u g ht  a l l  o f  i t  h o m e  I  b e g a n  to  l o o k  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  t re a s u re s .

S n ow m e n ,  w re at h s  a n d  a n g e l s  a re  j u s t  a  fe w  o f  t h e  g o o d i e s  i n s i d e  t h e  p a c k a g -
e s .  I t  wa s  l i k e  C h r i s t m a s  a l l  ove r  a g a i n .

As  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s ,  t h e re  a re  t wo  m o re  we e k s  l e f t  i n  O c to b e r.  S o  i n  a  fe w  we e k s 
I  w i l l  b e gi n  to  d e co rate  fo r  C h r i s t m a s  2 0 2 0 .

A n d  w h at  a  ye a r  i t  h a s  b e e n . 
I  l o o k  fo r wa rd  to  t h e  c h e e r  t h e  h o l i d ays  w i l l  b r i n g.

I  a l ways  d e co rate  fo r  C h r i s t m a s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  we e k  o f  N ove m b e r.
B e fo re h a n d,  v i s i o n s  o f  o r n a m e nt s ,  g a r l a n d  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  t re e s 

a re  d a n c i n g  t h ro u g h  my  h e a d.
I  c a n’t  wa i t  to  c re ate  a  h o l i d ay  wo n d e r l a n d  i n  o u r  h o u s e  t h i s 

ye a r.  I t ’s  a  g o o d  ye a r  to  b r i n g  o u t  s o m e  o f  t h e  o l d ,  fo rg o t te n  d e c -
o rat i o n s  t h at  m i g ht  h ave  b e e n  s i t t i n g  i n  yo u r  at t i c  o r  b a s e m e nt 
fo r  ye a r s .

I f  yo u  d o n’t  h ave  a ny w h e re  to  p u t  t h e  d e co rat i o n s ,  I  a m  s u re 
t h e re  i s  a  h o l i d ay  o r n a m e nt  a d d i c t  s o m e w h e re  i n  yo u r  tow n 
w h o  wo u l d  b e  h a p py  to  a d d  to  t h e i r  s t a s h .

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s !  †

Tales From a Decoration Addict

Staff photos by Courtney Kazmer
Above, and at right, some of the new editions to the holiday decorations. 
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from All of Us at 

Wishing you

An Advent filled with                       
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.

 a Happy                    
Thanksgiving

and

ALLEGHENY LUTHERAN SOCIAL MINISTRIES

The staff,  the residents/cl ients and the board of  trustees of  Al-
legheny Lutheran Social  Ministr ies expresses our gratitude to each 
of  you and the congregations of  the Al legheny Synod.

Over the past  several  months,  ALSM and our senior l iving cam-
puses,  The Lutheran Home at  Holl idaysburg,  The Lutheran Home 
at  Johnstown and The Oaks at  Pleasant Gap,  and our community 
programs,  have been touched by your k indness.

You responded to the cal l  for  assistance with your prayer ful  and 
f inancial  suppor t  of  ALSM. The handmade masks for  the residents, 
the cards and greetings to residents and staff  team members are 
al l  appreciated.  Your suppor t  has been over whelming.

You are a blessing to Al legheny Lutheran Social  Ministr ies.  Thank 
you!  †

ALSM Wants to Thank Readers

Submitted photos
Here are some homemade cards and masks donated to ALSM residents.

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  1 )
Or maybe you’re  l ike  me and can’t  re -

member  a  t ime when you d id  not  k now 
the  name of  Jesus. 

M ost  l ike ly  none of  us  heard  the  news 
f rom an angel  in  the  sk y  l ike  the  shep -
herds  d id. 

But  whoever  i t  was  who f i rs t  to ld  us 
about  Jesus,  about  the  Chr is t  ch i ld,  that 
person sure ly  was  an  angel  to  us ,  a  mes -
senger  f rom G od.  When we hear  the  good 
news of  Chr is t  and rea l ize  what  that  good 
news i s  a l l  about  — that  we are  loved by 
the  creator  of  the  universe,  no  matter 
what ,  and that  our  s ins ,  our  wrongdoings 
are  forgiven and forgotten by  G od,  when 
we k now these  th ings,  our  l ives  change 
forever.  Nothing i s  ever  the  same again . 

The  power  of  G od begins  to  wor k  with -
in  us ,  and miraculous  th ings  begin  to 
happen with in  our  hear ts  and minds  and 
spi r i ts .   And that  i s  the  ver y  reason that 
we must  be  l ike  the  angels ,  l ike  messen-
gers ,  shar ing the  good news,  so that  a l l 
the world might k now that  God has sent 
a  savior,  God’s  ver y own son,  to help us 
through the bad t imes,  to cure our  i l l -
nesses,  to comfor t  our  gr ieving spir i ts ,  to 
take our  hands and lead us up the moun-
tains  and through the val leys  of  l i fe.  And 
there is  no better  t ime to talk  about the 
good news of  Chr ist ,  the real  meaning 
of  Chr istmas,  than r ight  now,  when the 
world needs a  bit  of  good news.  Just  as 
someone long ago told us  about Jesus,  i t ’s 
our  turn now.  And just  as  the shepherds 

lef t  the stable and returned to the hi l ls ide 
where they l ived and worked and contin-
ued to proclaim the glor y of  God and His 
awesome gif t  to humank ind,  we,  too,  as 
we leave the comfor t  of  a  church bui ld-
ing or  the company of  Chr ist ian fr iends, 
l ike the shepherds,  we must  re - enter  the 
world and continue to proclaim God’s 
Word.  There wi l l  be t imes when we f ind 
ourselves l iv ing in the shadows of  Chr ist ’s 
love,  feel ing that  we are no longer  wor-
shiping at  the cradle of  his  peace and 
safety,  but  straying off  into the hi l ls ides 
of  lonel iness  and sadness.  But  just  l ike 
the shepherds,  we have a  miss ion to share 
with al l  the world the wonder of  Chr ist  in 
good t imes and bad,  happy and sad. 

(See ANGELS 2,  Pa g e  1 1 )

ANGELS 1
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Moxham Lutheran Church  teamed up with the Johnstown 
NAACP and the Grove Avenue United Methodist Church 
CCW (Church and Community Worker) to host a voter 
registration event in Moxham on Sept. 12 to celebrate 
“God’s work. Our hands.” In addition to voter registration, 
there was an opportunity to speak with a census work-
er. Moxham Lutheran’s Faith Community Nurse, Carol 
Harding, in conjunction with Saint Francis University 
nursing students, provided information on diabetes. The 
rest of the crew dished out the hot dogs for the communi-
ty. Pictured are volunteers who helped during the event. 

God’s Work. Our Hands.

Submitted photos



( Ed i to r ’s  n o te :  T h i s  a r t i c l e  wa s  f i r s t  p u b -
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  S o m e r s e t  D a i l y  A m e r i ca n .  I t  i s 
b e i n g  re p r i n te d  h e re  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n . )

THE LUTHERAN LETTER

The former direc tor  of  sacred music  for 
a  large I l l inois  church has become the or-
ganist  of  First  Lutheran Church in down-
town Johnstown.

Matthew S.  Spr ink le,  who grew up here, 
said he lef t  his  posit ion of  seven years 
with SS.  Peter  and Paul  Roman Cathol ic 
Church,  Naper vi l le,  in  a  cutback related to 
COVID -19.  He said this  was an oppor tuni-
ty  to spend some t ime back home with his 
mother.

“ This  is  a  remark able oppor tunity  for 
First  Lutheran,” said Howard Bennett , 
chairman of  the organist  cal l  committee.

Spr ink le went to Greater  Johnstown Vo -
Tech and studied with Dr.  Jeffrey R.  Pan-
nebaker  when he was minister  of  educa-
t ion and music  at  First  Lutheran.

Spr ink le has a  degree in music  f rom 
Indiana Univers ity  of  Pennsylvania and 
a master ’s  in  Gregorian chant and choral 
music  f rom the Ponti f ical  Inst i tute of  Sa-
cred Music  in  Rome.  In  1994-95 he studied 
organ improvisat ion with Dr.  Gerre Han-
cock at  Jui l l iard School  of  Music  in  New 
York City.

In  1996 he became direc tor  of  l i turgy 

and sacred music  for  the Church of  the 
Holy Redeemer,  Kensington,  Mar yland.  In 
2000 he ser ved as  the inter im direc tor  of 
l i turgical  music  and organist  at  George -
town Univers ity,  Washington,  D.C.

From 2004-12 he was direc tor  of  sa-
cred music  at  St .  Thomas Aquinas Catho -
l ic  Church,  Avondale,  Ar izona.  Dur ing that 
t ime he also was direc tor  of  music  for  the 
Diocese of  Phoenix .  In  2012 he joined a 
staff  of  about 35 at  SS.  Peter  and Paul.  He 
was organist  and choir  direc tor  and held 
var ious ass ignments at  the par ish school. 
He also was ar t ist ic  direc tor  of  the par ish 
concer t  ser ies.  He has composed or  ar-
ranged numerous l i turgical  pieces.

In  2014 he led the par ish’s  choir  and 
Choral  Scholars  on a  pi lgr image to Rome, 
where they made numerous appearances, 
including the Vigi l  Mass for  the Canoniza-
t ion of  Saints  John XXI I I  and Paul  I I .

Spr ink le is  a  member of  the Liturgical 
Music  Commission of  the Archdiocese of 
Washington. 

He has lec tured for  that  archdiocese 
and the dioceses of  Phoenix and Altoona/
Johnstown.  He holds an adjunc t  posit ion 
with Oberl in  Col lege in the development 
of  organ students.  He has numerous pro -
fessional  af f i l iat ions.  †
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First Lutheran Lands 
Well-Credentialed Organist

“ This  is  a 
remarkable 

oppor tunity 
for  First 

Lutheran.”

(Continued from Page 9)
As we think back again to the time when 

we first learned of the Christ child and that 
person who shared the story with us, what 
did we hear?  What did we see?  Was the 
message in words only or also in deeds? 
Did they have stories about a child who 
would become a king, a man who walked 
on water, who fed a hungry crowd with a 
few loaves of bread and a few fish, some-
one who healed people, made them well 
again, who gave them peace, a righteous 
man who threw the moneychangers from 
the temple. Were there stories about a man 
who taught about the love of God and the 
love we should have for one another, who 
ate with sinners, and befriended the un-
wanted and unloved, a man who raised 
the dead to life again and who would him-
self die for the people he loved and then 
rise again through the power of God the 
Father. Aren’t these the stories we heard 
from those who shared the good news 
with us? Even though our lives might not 
be what we hoped for, we need to trust 
God to help us through the grief and bring 
us back into the light of life.

Let go of the fear and anxiety. Trust in 
the God who sent that child to be born in a 
manger to live among us so that he could 
understand first-hand how it feels to be 
lonely and hurting, uncertain and afraid. 
From the baby in the manger who saves 
us all, to the hosts of angels on high, from 
the humble shepherds to the three kings 
from the east, the story of Christmas is a 
story that forever warms our hearts and 
gives us hope, from the time we first heard 
it from the angels in our own lives even 
to this very moment. And years from now 
during another Christmas season far, far 
in the future, if someone should ask the 
question again, as we were asked just now 
— “When did you first hear the story of Je-
sus?”— what joy it would be if we, each 
one of us, would be remembered as those 
messengers, those angels, who told the 
story of the Christ child. †

ANGELS 2



JOB: MIF21118

CLIENT: ELCA-MIF

MEDIA TYPE: Magazine

PUB: Living Lutheran

ISSUE: April 2018

AS: Mike Finke

AD: David Yang

CW: Don Nelson

PP: Carrie Seanor

SA: Matt Fast

NAME: MIF21118_Fridge_LivingLutheran_040118.indd

ROUND: 1

LAST SAVED: 3-7-2018 1:19 PM

PATH: Macintosh HD:Users:mfast:Deskt..._Fridge_Livin-

gLutheran_040118.indd

PRINTED AT: None

BLEED: 8.25” x 10.75”

TRIM: 8” x 10.5”

LIVE: 7.25” x 9.75”

NOTES: None

AD

CW

AS

PP

SA

FONTS: Avenir Next Condensed (Regular), DIN (Bold, Regular)

IMAGES: MIF21118_Fridge_LivingLutheran.psd (CMYK; 664 ppi; 45.18%), 

MIF18517_Background_LutheranLiving.tif (CMYK; 300 ppi; 100%), ELCA_MIF_

Logo_80K.ai (58.89%)

INKS:  Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

In addition to paying interest,  
MIF Term Investments also pay it forward. 

Used an MIF loan  
to remodel the low-
income apartments 
the church rents to 
Togolese refugees, 
thus making their 
new homes a whole 
lot homier.

Lutheran Church of 
Christ the Redeemer 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

The Mission Investment Fund offers a wide range of 
investments for individuals and congregations, including 
fixed- and adjustable-rate Term Investments with a choice 
of terms. What’s more, when you invest with MIF, your 
investment finances loans to ELCA congregations like 
Christ the Redeemer. To learn more about our investments 
and loans, contact us at mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans

S:7.25”

S:9.75”

T:8”

T:10.5”

B:8.25”

B:10.75”

12 The Lutheran Letter Nov./Dec. 2020Digital


